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Editor’s Note 

The Knight Beat has built a strong legacy since the first issue 

was printed in 1975.  Beginning in the mid 80’s, I remember submitting 

a variety of articles about Public Relations, and National Conferences, 

in addition to news and photos from Jefferson County Lodge #14.  In 

2009, I was honored to become your Editor and work and learn from 

Charlie Franklin, a long-time Editor and Photographer. 

At the 2017 Spring Board Meeting the Trustees and State 

Board approved a recommendation directing myself and the Knight 

Beat Committee to begin to format, and compile each issue without 

outside contractual assistance.  This is a new challenge for me, learn-

ing to use the Microsoft Publisher program.  We will begin with a sim-

pler format, and then refine and improve it in future issues.  I hope you 

will still find the issue attractive and readable.  It is still your issue, so 

we will strive to make it the best we can.  We will continue to need your 

articles, reports and photos, I am sure that some of you will submit 

suggestions and advice also.   

The Law Enforcement Torch Run is experimenting with a 

name change and we have dropped the words Torch Run for most non 

running events.  After celebrating 30 years in 2016 we are moving into 

the future, and you will begin to see Law Enforcement for Special 

Olympics Kentucky.  In this issue (see page 45), are many photos 

from events, including the Final Leg, and the Summer Games.  With 

the continuing growth in SOKY Year-Round sporting events, and in the 

number of participating athletes, we are striving to increase our law 

enforcement participation.  We are seeking new officers, to assist at a 

variety of events around the state.  Remember most events are family 

friendly and you are invited to join in and share in the fun, and see the 

rewards of our efforts.    

This issue also has Police Memorial photos (see page 20) from 

DC and around the state.  I hope you attended a service to remember 

all who have served and made the ultimate sacrifice.   

Contact myself or any member of our committee if you have 

any questions, or suggestions. 

Patsy Meyer, Editor 

 

On the Cover 
 
Upper left :  The Folding of the Flag 
Ceremony at Owensboro Lodge #16 
Police Memorial Service. 
Upper right:  Deputy Sheriffs 
Trevor Ford, Bullitt County Sheriff’s and  
Felipe Hernandez, Jefferson County 
Sheriff’s escort the torch at the Opening 
of the SOKY Summer Games at EKU in 
Richmond 
Lower: FOP Brothers and Associate 
Members who are also Armed Forces 
Veterans around the Veterans Bench at 
Spring Board Meeting in Madisonville, 
KY   

Table of Contents 
Officers Reports  .......................................................................................................................................................................  3                 
Legal Advisor……………………………..................................................................................................................................... 14   
Police Appreciation Day in Lexington……………………………………………………………………………………….………….. 16 
Fall Conference …………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………. 18 
Police Memorial Week, D.C and Frankfort,  …………………………………………………………………………………………… 20 
Spring Board Meeting .............................................…................................................................................................................26     
Lodge News &  Other Activities ..................................................................................................................................................29   
 



 

3                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

President’s Report 
Brothers and Sisters, 

   I hope all are having a wonderful and enjoyable summer. This is the 
time to spend with your families which we as police officers have little 
time or the luxury to do. So make the most of it while and if you can. 

   Your Executive Board and Legislative Committee have been extremely 
busy all year and continues to work hard on our issues with the legislature 
which seems never ending. When I started going to Frankfort many years 
ago at Presidents Scott's request, it was just during the session. Now it's 
turned into a year-round job. We have so many issues both good for us and 
mostly detrimental that we must have meetings with leadership and the  
Governor's staff regularly to make sure our, the FOP, voice is heard and our 
concerns are considered. We have the best Legislative Team in place that I 
can ever remember. They are dedicated, loyal to the Order and work tire-
lessly. They are invaluable to me personally and our great organization.  We 
are so fortunate to have Brothers Bill Burch, Nik Jilek, Drew Fox and Skylar 
Guidick as our Team. And they are a TEAM. I'd be remised to not thank  
Steve Barger for being the mentor and taking the lead to bring our young 
guns along. They have all accomplished so much in so few years. 

   There will be a Special Legislative Session from all indications late this 
summer. We will have many battles to fight that will affect our member both 
active and retired. Number one will be pension reform. There are many              
rumors about what is going to be proposed and what will actually be 
changed in the pension system. At this point do not panic. Because we and 
no other group knows. I do not think personally that any proposed changes 

will be good for us but we will just have to sit back and see the proposals as they are revealed. However, 
your State FOP has taken a proactive approach to voice our opinions to Senate, House leadership and 
the Governor's Office. We will continue to meet with them and push OUR ideas and agenda.  Further, I 
made the decision with input from the Executive Board and our Legislative Team to support separating 
CERS Hazardous and Non-Hazardous out of the current system and on its own. I think this will give more 
of a voice in our future retirement decisions, give us stability in the long term and is the only option that will 
save the present Three tier system we have in place. If we are not successful in carving CERS out, then I 
fear we will suffer the same future changes that all the other entities in the retirement system are going to  
see put in place. This is not just my feelings but all or practically all other organizations in CERS have 
signed on to support this separation. This includes the Firefighters, Chief's Association, the Kentucky 
Sheriff's Association and many others.   

   Please regularly check the Kentucky State FOP website for breaking news and calls for legislative ac-
tion. Also, if you have not signed up for our Constant Contact, go to the website and do it now! When your 
legislative team ask you to call Frankfort and leave messages for your Senators and Representatives DO 
IT Immediately! This is how we defeated the Workman's Comp Bill this past session. Help the FOP by 
helping yourself.                                                                                                               Cont. on page 4                                                                                                                        

 

Berl Perdue, Jr. 

Kentucky State FOP President 

(859) 808-2020 

(859) 744-4390 

bperdue@clarkcokysheriff.com 

What You and Your Family can do to help:  

 

Please continue to contact your legislators at 1-800-372-7181 (Monday through Friday 8a to 4p, except holidays) and tell them how 
important retirement security and pensions are to Kentucky's Law Enforcement and the FOP.  We expect our legislators and the 

Governor to honor and protect our hard-earned benefits and the inviolable contract.  

Any further reduction in benefits or retirement security for Tier 3 officers and new hires is unacceptable and will threaten the future of 
public safety in Kentucky.  Our profession cannot withstand any further attacks on its future as recruitment and retention are critical 

issues for our agencies. 
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Again, in the Special Session we will be fighting for our lives on the Pension Reform Recommendations.  
We will have to fight Workman's Comp Reform again.  We will have to voice any concerns that affect our 
members on Tax Reform and who knows what else may be brought before this session starts and finish-
es. We are up to the task ahead of us and we WILL FIGHT THE FIGHT until the end. I'm grateful for each 
and every member that assist us in these troublesome times. 

Please don't take this as a gloom and doom report. It is far from it. We have so much to be optimistic 
about. The voice of the FOP has never been stronger or more respected in Frankfort as it is now. We 
have the respect of our legislators as a whole and THEY ASK for our input. We may never get everything 
we want, need or deserve but we will be far better off than now, then in the past. So heads up, help our 
legislative team carry the message and press on! 

In closing, always remember, " If it's not good for the Order,  then it's not good l" 

God Bless each and every member and God bless this great Order. 

 
Berl Perdue, Jr. 

President—Kentucky State FOP.                                                                                                                                              

bperdue@clarkcokysheriff.com  
859-808-2020 ( cell ) 
859-744-4390 ( office # ) 

President’s report (cont.) 

Kevin Winebrenner, Lee Murray, Mike Sweeney and            

Berl Perdue at the Police Memorial 

National Police Week—Washington D.C. 

Editor’s Note:  See other photos of National Police Week in  

Washington, D.C. on page 9, 13, 15, and 20 
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Vice President’s Report 

     I hope as you are reading this article you have all had a happy, safe and 
uneventful year so far.   

     Forty-two years ago this past February, the Kentucky State FOP published 
the first ever Knight Beat. Over 4 decades later and about 10 editors later the 
Knight Beat still beats on. While no longer in the printed and mailed version 
that it was for decades thanks to technology and the growing expenses to take 
on such an endeavor, the Knight Beat still provides all Kentucky FOP members 
with valuable and entertaining information from around the state.  Since 1975 
our state FOP has expanded by several lodges and gained thousands of mem-
bers. Yet, comparatively, we have less lodges participating in, and sending in-
formation to the Knight Beat staff than we did several years ago. With the ad-
vanced technology, email, digital camera and photos, it could not be easier to 
get your information out to the Knight Beat to be included in upcoming editions. 
Putting together a magazine such as the Knight Beat is no easy task, yet Patsy 
and her committee do a great job twice a year every year.  

     At each conference when Patsy gives her Knight Beat report she also gives 
a deadline for the information and pictures for the next edition. Emails are also 
sent out to lodges and their presidents reminding them of the upcoming dead-
line to submit pictures and articles. Steve White does an excellent job as the 
Knight Beat photographer and had big shoes to fill as the official photo taker 
when our dear brother, Charlie Franklin, passed away two years ago. Patsy 
has also had big shoes to fill with a long line of Knight Beat editors going back 

to Knight Beat original editors Bobby Combs and Bobby Hensley.   

     But your Knight Beat magazine (and yes, it is yours) is only as good as you make it.  Patsy strives to in-
clude articles and pictures from every lodge that submits to her. But, while our state FOP continues to grow 
and adds more lodges, the participation by our local lodges is shrinking. In the last issue only 12 of our 71 
lodges participated with pictures and/or articles from their lodge. This can be much better.  

     As I said earlier in my article, in the digital world we live in today, getting information and pictures to the 
Knight Beat is much easier and is literally only a “click on the computer” away.  That’s why I challenge each 
and every one of our 71 lodges to send something to Patsy twice a year to be included in the Knight Beat. It 
doesn’t have to be much. Just a picture or small article on what is going on in your home lodge. We, as the 
executive board, are always interested in what is happening with our local lodges as are your brothers and 
sisters in the other lodges throughout the state. You may want to send pictures of activities or special events 
at your lodge, recognize a member in your lodge, scholarships given out in your lodge or recognize longtime 
members that have passed on. My point is something is going on in every one of our lodges everyday 
throughout the state. And Patsy and her crew would love to hear about it, as would all of us. So, I urge all of 
our local lodge leaders to make a point to share your lodge with the rest of our lodges throughout the state. 
Let’s commit to keeping our Knight Beat the great Kentucky FOP magazine it has been for 42 years and com-
mit to at least 42 more. 

      As always, I am here to serve you and if I can be of any assistance to you or your lodge, please don’t hesi-
tate to ask. 

Fraternally, 

Mike Sweeney, Vice President 

 

 

Mike Sweeney  

Kentucky State FOP  

Vice President 
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Second Vice President’s Report 
 

   I hear from police officers “What benefits do I get as a FOP member?” 

   My answer has been, “Like many things in your life; you get what you put 
into the FOP.” 

   But there are many benefits that comes with membership.  Here are just a 
few:  

The Local Level: 

   Each local lodge may offer certain incentives to be a member: picnics, holi-
day dinners, personalize lodge merchandise, or possibly group rates for local 
businesses. Many lodges at Christmas provide charitable services to needy 
children with gifts and school supplies under the “Cops and Kids” trademark, 
(formally “Shop With a Cop” however the FOP does not own that trademark).  
Check with your local lodge for what they have to offer.  

The Kentucky State Level: 

• The State Lodge provides representation in Frankfort on issues that are 
important to the membership and to the law enforcement community. The 
State’s FOP Legislative Committee works hard to ensure that information on 
pending legislation is passed on to our members.  They track legislation that 
will help and/or could hurt our members.  They work hard in dealing with the 
legislators on the tough issues that affect the law enforcement community. 
  

• There is a death benefit for Kentucky FOP members. A cash payment is 
made to the member’s family or estate upon notification of the member’s death.  The amount paid de-
pends on the cause of death, (line of duty, accidental, or natural causes) and also the age of the mem-
ber. This program is funded by the purchase of the Kentucky FOP vehicle license plate.  

• You can showcase your membership with the Kentucky FOP vehicle license plate for your personal ve-
hicles. $10 of the license fee goes towards the KY FOP death benefit.  

  
• As a member or retiree of KY State FOP, you have a no-cost $3,000 Accidental Death and Dismember-

ment benefit. This benefit and others listed below are provided jointly through KY State FOP and Ameri-
can Income Life Insurance Company, a 100% union company serving working families just like yours. 

 
• “Constant Contact” is a way for you to get emails from the KY State FOP on the law enforcement news 

and issues that may affect your livelihood. Be aware of what is happening across our Commonwealth 
and our Nation by joining this email list.  You can sign up on the State FOP web page.  https://
kystatefop.com/  

 
• State FOP merchandise is sold at the Spring and Fall State meetings. Items include shirts, drinkware, 

challenge coins, and other items. See your local lodge State Trustee for additional information.  

The National Level: 

• The National Lodge represents the membership in Washington DC on issues that are importance to the 

membership and to the law enforcement community. They track legislation that will help and/or could 

hurt our members.  They work hard in dealing with the legislators on the tough issues that affect the law 

enforcement community.   

 

• The FOP Legal Defense Plan is protection which is a necessity for all law enforcement professionals.  

This program is designed specifically to cover the law enforcement exposures faced by members of the 

FOP Legal Defense Plan by paying legal defense costs on behalf of participating members for the fol-

lowing actions and proceedings:                                                                                                                          CONT. ON PAGE 7 

 

Robert Bringhurst 

Kentucky State FOP 

Second Vice President 
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Second Vice President’s Report 

• FOPConnect.com supports the mission of the FOP Journal, which is to educate, inform and entertain 
our readers. As a members-only online platform, FOPConnect.com allows FOP Journal readers the 
chance to enjoy an expanded experience of the magazine and further educate themselves on the is-
sues surrounding law enforcement. FOPConnect.com also features exclusive content covering new 
products, equipment and procedures relating to police work, lifestyle issues and much more. 

 
• On-line College Courses with several different universities across the county.  Some courses with finan-

cial aid, grants and other tuition assistance would be free to members.    
  
• There are banking programs for FOP checks, a FOP credit card, and membership with the National Po-

lice Credit Union.   
 
• Travel benefits with several different companies.  
 
• National FOP merchandise is also available.  

As always, I am prepared to serve you, the membership of the Kentucky State FOP. 

I can be reached by email at bubbathecop@yahoo.com  

Member of the Year 

 

The Kentucky State Lodge, FOP Member of the Year Award is presented at the Annual State Conference. 

The following guidelines are to be followed to nominate a member for this distinguished award.  

• All nominations must be submitted in legible, typewritten form (four copies) giving all pertinent information 
as to why the member should be considered for the award.  

• All applications must be signed by the president, vice president, secretary and/or treasurer of the subordi-
nate lodge in good standing. No member shall submit his/her own name for this award.  

• Applicants will be considered on the basis of their career in law enforcement, their involvement in the 
FOP, and services they have rendered to the community.  

• Only active FOP members currently working in the law enforcement profession, or honorably retired will 
be considered for this award.  

• All nominations will be sent to the committee chairman who will disseminate copies to each committee 
member.  

• To allow the committee ample time to consider each nomination; they must be received no later than two 
weeks before the Conference.  

• After each committee member has reviewed all nominations, they will advise the committee chairman of 
their choice to receive the award.  

• The committee chairman, after receiving each committee member’s selection in writing, will advise the 
committee as a whole as to the nominee who received the most number of votes, and will declare that 
nominee the winner of the award.  

• The committee chairman will then advise the state president of the committee’s selection, and will follow 
the president’s direction as to preparation of a member of the year plaque.  

The committee chairman will present the award at the annual State Conference. Send all nominations to 
Brother Don Brashear, Chairman: Member of the Year Committee; 101 Cornett Hill Drive, Hazard, KY 41701 



 

8                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Secretary’s Report  

     A great deal has transpired since our last issue and I sincerely hope that 

everything has been positive for you. Many of these things have dealt with 

your Legislative Committee and those communications are of utmost im-

portance. Please encourage your members to go to the State website at 

kystatefop.com or kystatefop.org and sign up for Constant Contact. It will take 

one minute or less and I can assure you that only pertinent information will be 

emailed to anyone through this system. Again, no junk will be emailed via Con-

stant Contact.  

     I would like to thank the Legislative Committee for their dedication and pro-

fessional approach to the legislative issues that effect each and everyone of us 

across the Commonwealth. These folks are looking after the present and the 

future for every law enforcement officer in the State. With pension and tax re-

form on the top of the list for the Governor’s Special Session the Legislative 

Committee needs the involvement of every member and their families.  

     Hopefully by the time you receive this issue a new Local Lodge will have 

been formed consisting of the Officers of the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife De-

partment. We have been working with them for several years and with their Of-

ficers spread out over 120 counties. We have finally worked out the logistics of 

putting things together. At this time they will be known as KCOA FOP Lodge 

100 and we proudly welcome them as members of the State Lodge. At this 

time they will consist of approximately 100 members and only a small percent-

age of them will have to demit their current membership from other lodges which would cause only minimal 

losses to their current lodges. Once this Lodge is formed and sworn in we will advise everyone on the State 

Website. These are hard working full time Law Enforcement Officers from around the State.   

      With the National Conference in Nashville in August and the State conference in Owensboro in October, I 

hope to see and serve as many members as possible. At the National Conference your delegates will be 

faced with the potential of a $1.00 increase in the National per capita. Unless it can be deemed necessary 

your delegates will do whatever it takes to oppose any increases. There are some additional issues that will 

come before the conference and these will be reported on in the next issue.  

     Please look after your members and their families. Communicate with them and encourage them to be-

come involved. Many of them are simply waiting for a request to help their Local Lodge. Listen carefully to 

their ideas and thoughts. Opinions from another set of eyes can make a great deal of difference in the way 

your Local Lodge performs.  

     If I can be of any service to you or you members please contact me via email at  

denisspalding@hotmail.com or phone at 502-724-8574. 

 

Denis Spalding 

Kentucky State FOP 

Secretary 

denisspalding@hotmail.com 

KENTUCKY FALL CONFERENCE 

October 20-22  

Owensboro Convention Center 

Holiday Inn 270-683-1111 (group code FOP) 

Hampton Inn 270-685-2005 
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Treasurer’s Report 
     We are again under attack from our legislators and our cities. Our Legisla-

tive team did a wonderful job during the last session staving off the Workers 

Comp bill and also working hard to get several legislative pieces passed that 

helped our membership and law enforcement across the Commonwealth. 

However, this has put a bullseye directly on our backs. The Fraternal Order of 

Police again has influence in Frankfort and this is making people very nerv-

ous. The influence that we have developed has come from our outstanding 

Legislative team working hard on a daily basis, as well as from our member-

ship taking an active roll with phone calls and meetings. This needs to contin-

ue! We are making a difference and we have a powerful voice that is being 

heard. Do not become complacent and think others will step up. Everyone 

needs to step up and make sure we are being heard loud and clear. 

     The pension reform that many in Frankfort are pushing will soon be front 

and center and we need to make sure that we are being heard. This is our 

future. This is the future of our profession. If we allow the changes to take 

place that are being proposed, we will undoubtedly lose many of the current 

officers from across the Commonwealth, both officers that can retire and offic-

ers that just want to get out. Recruiting their replacements will be near impos-

sible. Who in their right mind would want to come work in our profession with 

all of its challenges and not have a pension to fall back on when they retire. I 

will say almost no one! There may be a few who heed the calling, but not 

enough to fill our ranks. I am sure that there will be people to “replace” officers, but the quality will be at a 

lower standard than we expect. We have worked too hard to build the professionalism within our ranks and 

we do not need to lower our standards to get bodies on the streets. We need to make our city and county 

administrators aware of this. I do not think that they are considering these issues and making them under-

stand this is important. They also need to know that some departments could lose up to 25% of their police 

officers overnight. What is their plan for this?  How are they going to continue to provide the protection for 

their citizens? Pose these hard questions to your city and county officials. Make them give you an answer 

and hold them accountable.  

     Lastly, Please be careful out there. There are so many hidden dangers. We always stress about officer 

safety and making sure you are safe while on the streets. Most officers think about suspects with weapons 

and driving safely. We do not think about what we a handling and how it can affect us and our lives. With the 

Heroin epidemic spreading across the Commonwealth, we are seeing the proliferation of Fentanyl and Car-

fentanyl. These drugs pose a real danger to officers. They can be transferred transdermally (through your 

skin) and get into your system very quickly. There have been several documented cases of officers overdos-

ing after contact with these substances during a vehicle search. Please use every precaution that you can.  

 

Bryan Bogard 

Kentucky State Lodge 

Treasurer 

bbogard0219@gmail.com 

Police Week 

Memorial 

Wall 
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Chaplain’s Report 
                Greetings Brothers and Sisters of the Kentucky Fraternal Order of 

Police. Summer is upon us and I am excited with this time of year. The at-

tacks we face are endless and we find ourselves battling public scrutiny and 

political challenges to our retirement. A recent poll I read DID confirm that the 

majority of the public does still support Law Enforcement and continues to 

back the blue in these challenges we face. This is good news, but we must 

continue to fight for each and every gain that our Brothers and Sisters fought 

for us many years ago. I want to thank our Brothers in Frankfort for their con-

tinued efforts to protect our legislative agenda.  

 As many are aware, Pat Collins Lodge #19 hosted the Spring Board 

Meeting in Madisonville, KY the weekend of March 10-12, 2017. What a great 

honor to have the Kentucky Fraternal Order of Police in Madisonville. The 

Ballard Convention Center was a great host to our event along with the hotels 

we filled for the weekend. We had great media covering the event and our 

Community thanks you for visiting the City of Madisonville. Our members who 

helped with the event were excited to be a part of this and are already asking 

when we are doing this again. With that being said, we are preparing to step 

up and host a Fall Conference in the near future. I will be sharing more infor-

mation soon about our plans, but keep this in the back of your minds and 

please share with me any way we can improve on the meetings we have 

hosted in the past.   

Each article I write, I always try to include encouragement for our members to be a voice to our Lo-

cal, State and National elected officials. With this said I want to repeat exactly what I wrote in the last Knight 

Beat. During 2017, we again face a legislative agenda which is vital to our brothers and sisters in the Frater-

nal Order of Police. Peace Officers throughout the Commonwealth constantly face danger and too often 

choose to serve without the support of our communities, commonwealth, and nation. The Fraternal Order of 

Police must continue to be the voice for the officers. As members of the Kentucky Fraternal Order of Police, I 

encourage each one of you to contact your representatives and show support of our legislative agenda. If 

you have questions, contact a board member and we will provide you a link to our legislative agenda. Re-

maining silent is not an option if we want to further our agenda. Be vigilant in our goals and move our agen-

da forward. I am very sorry for being redundant and copying my exact post from the past, but this must be 

our goal to keep moving forward. I too lack effort in times when we our called upon to help, but this is my 

challenge to myself and each one of you to improve and be loud.    

 The Kentucky State Fraternal Order of Police Peace Officers Memorial was once again well attended 

by our Brothers and Sisters. I want to give a “Huge Shout Out” to our Specialty Units who were awesome 

during this event. Also, a “Huge Thank You” to Heather French Henry for stepping up in our last minute of 

need and doing a beautiful rendition of “My Old Kentucky Home”. This was not her first time stepping in and 

helping us, and we cannot thank her enough for taking the time out of her schedule to not only sing for us, 

but also show her support for our Brothers and Sisters of the Fraternal Order of Police. If anyone sees her at 

any events, please thank her for her support of our Memorial Service. We are constantly looking for help and 

fresh ideas for our Memorial Service. Anyone who has new ideas or would like to assist with the service, 

contact me or Glenda Lehmann and we will let you know how you can help. At the Fall Conference, I will be 

available to answer any questions or concerns for any of our local lodge Chaplains. In the meantime, do not 

hesitate to give me a call if you need my assistance or need me to attend one of your local events.                                                                                             

                                                                                                                               Cont. on page 11 

 

 

Tim Davis  

Kentucky State FOP Chaplain  

timothy.davis@kctcs.edu 
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 During 2017, I have been busy trying to not be as busy in the future. During the Memorial Season, I 
attended our State Memorial Service, Jefferson County Memorial Service, and Owensboro Memorial Service. 
I am an Assistant Coach with the Madisonville-North Hopkins High School Softball team. We recently com-
pleted our 2017 Season by winning the Kentucky KHSAA State Softball title in Owensboro Kentucky and fin-
ished Rank in the Top 25 in the Nation. I have attended a Chaplains Seminar in Scottsville, KY which dealt 
with both Chaplains duties and the growing heroin epidemic, A.L.I.C.E. Active Shooter Training in Springfield, 
KY, and our annual Kentucky Community Crisis Response Team training in Shelbyville, KY. I am not com-
plaining, but letting you know how Honored I am to represent this Great Organization in a variety of ways to 
better serve our members.  

 In closing, I want to thank you for giving me this opportunity to serve each of you. I never take my re-
sponsibilities to this organization lightly and I strive to be better each and every day. The Challenges we face 
are real and no one understands the sacrifice better than one who has walked the walk before. Let us never 
forget the families of our fallen and Never Forget the sacrifices of the past. I challenge each member to al-
ways mention in prayer those who continue to serve. I look forward to seeing Y’all in Nashville and Owensbo-
ro. If you need to talk with me or have me visit your lodge, call me at 270-836-9131 or email kyfopchap-
lain@hotmail.com . I look forward to hearing from you. God Bless each you, God Bless America, and God 
Bless the Fraternal Order of Police.       

 

 

Chaplain’s Report Cont.  

Top Cop Challenge at Kentucky Motor Speedway 

The Oldham County, Kentucky tandem of Sergeant Neil Johnson and Detective Todd Lindner took team 
honors while Kenton County Police Chief Spike Jones raced to the individual title in the Fifth Magpul Top 
Cop Challenge at Kentucky Speedway. 

The speedway created the friendly competition to thank regional law enforcement for its efforts toward mak-
ing the venue’s race events successful in addition to officers’ year-round public safety initiatives. 

This year’s Top Cop, Chief Jones, will be recognized during the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series Quak-
er State 400 presented by Advance Auto Parts pre-race ceremonies Saturday, July 8. 
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Sergeant at Arm’s Report 
 

   Hello all, the summer is half over and it is hot, with the weather and on the 
political front.  I hope you are enjoying your summer vacations and spending 
time with the family and friends.  As I get older I realize the importance of 
spending time with my family.  I am no different from most of us cops in that 
when we start the job we feel like the department and the community will not 
survive without us.  We come in early and stay late and we seem to miss a lot 
of the family events.  I would say that every one of us now look back and real-
ize just how crazy that was.  PLEASE take time to be with your family and 
friends as much as you can.  They will not be there forever. 

   As we all have seen, we are under attack once again by our friends in Frank-
fort.  The legislative team are doing an amazing job of keeping us informed.  
Once again I will say that they are dependent on you as the member to stay 
involved and call, write or show up when needed.  We are 10,000 members 
strong and it is much harder to say no to 10,000 then it is to say no to the 5 
guys that are there.  The team will tell you that we only got the things that we 
got because you the member called when asked.  Stay informed and know 
what is happening. 

   In closing I can’t wait to get back to Owensboro this fall and I hope to see 
you all there.  I will be running for Sgt-at-Arms.  I thank you for the support that 
you have given me in the past and I hope you will continue to have confidence 
in me.  I work for you.  As always if there is ever anything I can do please call: 
270-779-1549  or e-mail me at shawn.helbig@yahoo.com.  

 

 

 

Shawn Helbig 

KY State FOP 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Shawn.helbig@yahoo.com 

Constant Contact 

 

For immediate notification and updated news from the Kentucky State Lodge sign up for Constant 

Contact.  

• Simply go to the Kentucky State Lodge Web Site Home Page: www.kystatefop.com  

• Look for the blue headings on the left and click on the one that reads: Sign Up Constant Contact.  

• Submit the requested information and you will begin receiving all State FOP notices.  

Any member can sign up, but Lodge Board Members are encouraged to sign up so you can keep 

your brothers and sisters informed. 
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Chairman Board of Trustees’ Report 

  Brothers and Sisters, I hope all is well for you.  As law enforcement we 

continually are under attack, whether it be through the media or literally be-

ing physically attacked.  This is one of the reasons agencies are having 

trouble hiring new officers.  It seems with the attacks on us physically and 

the attacks to our pensions, the numbers are getting low for applications.  

Then you factor in the amount of time you need to invest into a new hire, 

(almost 6 month in KY, not counting Field Training) our numbers are 

shrinking. It is hard to replace officers quickly. 

  With all of this being said, we must remain diligent in our fight for all of our 

members. We must remain steadfast in our fight for our rights as well as 

pensions.  The Fraternal Order of Police is a strong and powerful organiza-

tion fighting for our members, but we are only as strong as our members 

allow.  We must all do our part.   If you are requested to call your Senator 

or Congressman, please take this request seriously.  If and when we stand 

together we will be as strong as we can.  Our legislative committee is doing 

a wonderful job and we as an organization is lucky to have them speaking 

for us.  

  I look forward to seeing many of you in Nashville for the National Biennial 

Conference.  I also cannot wait to go back to Owensboro for the fall confer-

ence.  As always I am honored and humbled to be your Chairman of the 

Trustees.  If you need anything please do not hesitate to call.   

Sincerely, Scott Hildebrand                                

 Chairman of the Trustees    

 

Scott Hildebrand 

Kentucky State FOP 

Chairman Board of Trustees 

smhilt685@hotmail.com 

Flags fly at half-mast at the National Police Memorial in D.C. during Police Week 

National Police Week—Washington D.C. 
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Legal Advisor 

27 and Counting, Kentucky Becomes a Right to Work State. 

 

 Recently, Kentucky became the 27th Right to Work state after Senate 
Bill 6 was approved by Governor Matt Bevin. Being that many states have 
already passed their own Right to Work laws, confusion has arisen about 
what Kentucky’s Right to Work means for labor organizations. For example, 
some lodges have voiced concerns that this Right to Work Bill guarantees 
members and non-members union benefits without the obligation of paying 
dues. This is not the case. Here is what Kentucky’s Right to Work Bill does 
and here is what lodges should do to comply. 

 The Bill begins by defining an employee. “‘[E]mployee’ means any 
person employed by or suffered or permitted to work for a public or private 
employer, except ‘employee’ shall not mean any person covered by the Fed-
eral Railway Labor Act and the National Labor Relations Act.” 1   This means 
that every police officer in Kentucky is an employee and is subject to this Bill. 

 The next section addresses obtaining a membership to a labor organi-
zation by stating, “An employee shall not be enrolled as a member of a labor 
organization unless the employee has affirmatively requested membership in 
writing.”2   If a police officer has interest in joining the lodge, the officer must 
submit a written request. 

 The Bill also affects a labor organization’s ability to withhold dues 
from an employee’s paycheck. The Bill states, “A sum shall not be withheld 

from the earnings of any employee for the purpose of paying union dues or other fees paid by members of a 
labor organization or employees who are non-members except upon the written or electronic authorization 
of the employee member or employee non-member.”3  Written consent must be given by police officers to 
allow the lodge to withhold money from their pay for dues or other union expenses. 

 Moreover, no lodge can require its officers to waive the requirements of the Right to Work Act as a 
condition for employment. Thus, the Bill states, “The requirements in this section shall not be waived by any 
member or non-member of a labor organization, nor required to be waived as a condition of obtaining or 
maintaining employment.”4  Thus, lodges cannot require officers to waive their statutory protections under 
the Right to Work Act under threat of termination or refusal to hire. 

 The Bill goes on to state that labor organizations cannot condition employment on an officer’s willing-
ness or unwillingness to request membership in writing or authorize paycheck deductions for membership 
dues: “Signing or refraining from signing the authorization[s] set forth [in this Bill] … shall not be made a 
condition of obtaining or maintaining employment.”5  Effectively, this means an officer does not have to join 
the lodge or authorize the lodge to make automatic paycheck deductions to obtain or keep employment. 

             Additionally, the Bill states, “A labor organization shall maintain financial records substantially simi-
lar to and no less comprehensive than the records required to be maintained under 29 U.S.C. sec 431(b),”6  

which is the standard reporting protocol required of all labor organizations in the United States. The Bill pro-
vides, “These records shall be kept in a searchable electronic format and provided to every employee it rep-
resents.”7  The simplest way for lodges to comply with this provision is to make their financial records elec-
tronically available to the public through IRS 990 Forms. IRS 990 Forms are not required, but providing 
those forms is the simplest way for lodges to comply with the statute. The Bill continues by stating that, “The 
records and the data or summary by which the records can be verified, explained, or clarified shall be kept 
for a period of not less than five (5) years.”8  This means that lodges must keep their financial data on record 
for at least five years. 

                

 

 

Steve Wolnitzek 

Kentucky State FOP 

Legal Advisor 
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Finally, the Bill concludes by stating that, “This [Act] shall not apply to any agreement be-
tween employers and employees or labor organizations entered into before the effective date of this 
act, but any such agreement entered into, opted in, renewed, or extended on or after the effective 
date of this Act and which violates this [Act] shall be unlawful and void.”9  Any police officer who had 
an agreement with their employer prior to this Act is not subject to the laws in this Act. However, if an 
officer enters into an agreement after this Act goes into effect, the agreement must abide by the laws 
in this Act.  

A lodge’s failure to comply with any of the above stated requirements will result in a fine of 
“not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each of-
fense.”10  hile the Bill’s requirements are simple, lodges should be careful to make sure that they 
comply to avoid incurring such a fine. 

That’s it. Kentucky’s Right to Work Act requires no more and no less. The Right to Work Act 
does not give non-members access to the same benefits that members currently hold. The Bill cre-
ates more bureaucracy in that it requires written requests and authorizations from members to join 
and have their dues automatically deducted, and the Bill requires financial disclosures to create 
transparency between labor organizations and its members. The only real substantial change is that 
membership in labor organizations cannot be a condition of employment. 

1 2017 Ky. Acts ch. 336, sec 1.  

2 Id. 

3 Id. 

4 Id. 

5 Id. 

6 Id. 

7 Id. 

8 Id. 

9 Id. at Sec 3 

Legal Advisor’s Report cont.  

Memorial wreath after 

FOP Service during Na-

tional Police Week 

National Police Week—Washington D. C. 
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Law Enforcement Appreciation Day - Lexington 

Kentucky COPS hosted a LEADS (Law Enforcement Appreciation Day) program at Southland Church on  
January 9.  The keynote speaker was Kentucky Athletics Director Mitch Barnhart. 

Editor’s Note: These photos were omitted from the previous issue due to 

a problem with their format.  We are glad to include them in this issue. 

President Brandy Durman KY COPS  
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On January 9th, 2017, partnering organizations in support of 

law enforcement officers nationwide promote National Law 

Enforcement Appreciation Day (L.E.A.D.).  In light of recent 

negativity directed toward law enforcement nationally, there 

is a need to show law enforcement officers that our citizens 

recognize the difficult and sometimes impossible career they 

have chosen, in public service to us all. 

Local events are hosted in our communities each year calling 

our nation’s citizens to action in support of law enforce-

ment.  Those citizens who appreciate law enforcement and 

are discouraged about the negative attention being given to 

law enforcement are encouraged to take time on January 9, 

to show their support.   

 For more information:  copskentucky.org 

COPS Volunteers 

Bluegrass #4 President 

Jason Rothermund 

Law Enforcement Appreciation Day  - Lexington cont.    
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Blue Grass #4 hosted the 2016 Fall Conference   

Editor’s Note: These photos were omitted from the previous issue due to. So let’s take another look.    

 The Presentation of Colors for the opening of the Conference 

    45th District State Representative Stan Lee addresses the conference 

Shawn Helbig, Chuck Massarone &                                

David Moss 
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Hospitality extended to 

the Bluegrass Lodge 

#4 Lodge and patio. 

Reading the Knight 
DJ Steve White 

Bluegrass #4 hosted the Fall Conference cont. 
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National Police Week - Washington D.C. 

 Glenda Lehmann, Kentucky Auxiliary President 

President Trump and Vice President Pence 

Below:  United Kingdom Law Enforcement set up a 

temporary memorial to their Officers (line-of duty 

  During construction of the Law Enforcement Memorial Museum, 

flags are hung from the overhead crane 
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2017 KENTUCKY ROLL CALL OF HEROES   

Honoring our Brothers and Sisters 

Ashland Lodge 3                                                                  
Boyd County PD                                                               
Charles Roberts                                                                     

Philip Slone    

Federal Corrections Institute                                                       

Scott Wilson 

Bluegrass Lodge 4                                     
Lexington Metro PD                           
Sidney Cranfil                                      
Robert Duncan                                      
Philip Harrison                                      
Tommy Howard                                    
Edward Morrow                                    

Edward Walls 

Campbell County Lodge 10                         
Fort Thomas/U.S. Marshalls                

William Von Strohe III 

Bowling Green Lodge 13                     
Probation and Parole                             

Gary Barnes       

Warren County Sheriff’s                             

Thixton Horn     

Bowling Green PD                                        

Patrick Thomas 

Kenton County Lodge 20                  
Kenton County Sheriff’s                             
Jamie Puthoff                                         

Joe Sizelove 

Mayfield –Graves County Lodge 21 
Mayfield PD                                         

Bryan Morrison 

 

Jefferson County Sheriff’s Lodge 
25 Jefferson County Sheriff’s                            
Jerry Burch                                                   
Joseph Greene, Jr.                                 
Gilbert Hehemann                                          
Tony King                                             
Paul Schultz                                                  

Frank Wimberly 

G.W. Young Lodge 29                                         
Pike County Sheriff’s                        
Noah Rusty Goff                                
Butchie Ratliff                                       

Tolbert D. Ratliff 

St. Matthew’s Lodge 31                         
St. Matthews PD                                  
Bradley Jeffriey                                     
Bob Moster                                          

Robert Rutledge 

Metropolitan Lodge 32                         
St. Regis Park PD                                 

William Holten 

Winchester/Clark County Lodge 34 
Clark County Sheriff’s                        

Mark Brown 

Thoroughbred Lodge 38                  
Bourbon County Sheriff’s               

James R. Doug Bartlett 

Cynthiana PD                                              

Jimmy New 

Allen County/Scottsville Lodge 36     

Delmas E. Carter 

 

William R. Burns Memorial Lodge  
39 U.S. Treasury                                  

Charles Lloyd Sanders 

Knights of Justice Lodge 53              
Department of Justice - Corrections 

James H. Harbin 

Whitley/McCreary Lodge 61              
Williamsburg City PD                         

Russell Jones 

Metro Corrections Lodge 77              
Louisville Metro Dept. of Correc-

tions Donald L. Benner 

River City Lodge 614                          
Jefferson County PD                            
Ernest L. Alcorn                                   
Jack L. Coan                                    
Charles Larry Johnson                         
Richard Koch                                        
Donald L. Pendleton                             
Danny Leroy Plyler                                
Hoyt D. Scott                                         
Larry E. Stewart                                    

William Anthony Vaughn   

Louisville Division of Police               
Clifton E. Baird                                     
William J. Bedo                                     
John Lamar Byrd                               
Ronald Edward Clarkson                      
John C. Elliott, Sr.                                  
Gertrude M. Fischer                                

Billy M. Riddle 

Louisville Metro PD                            

Jason C. Schweitzer 

NEVER LET THEM WALK ALONE  
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 Kentucky Peace Officers’ Memorial Service 

 Kentucky History Center                                             

In Frankfort 

Presentation of Colors,                                                  

Memorial Address by                                                                 

State Senator Ralph Alvarado,                                        

Winchester, KY                                                               

and Placing of Carnations   
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Kentucky Peace Officers’ Memorial Service cont. 

The Placing of Carnations in memory of the passing  

of a loved one or fellow officer 

KY State President Berl Perdue and Auxiliary President Glenda Lehmann  

 

Jessica Schweitzer places a carnation in memory of her husband Jason,                                      

accompanied by Schweitzer family 
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Kentucky Peace Officers’ Memorial 

The Procession to the                

Old Capitol 
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Kentucky Peace Officers’ Memorial Service cont. 

The Service concludes at the Old Capitol 

 

Heather French Henry sang                                               

“My Old Kentucky Home” 

 

 

Kenton County Sheriff                                

Chick Korzenborn played “Taps” 

Louisville Police Pipes                       

and Drums 
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Spring Board Meeting 

Opening Ceremonies and  

Conducting the business of the                              

Kentucky State Lodge  
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Spring Board Meeting cont. 

Committee Members from Host Lodge 

Pat Collins #19:  Tim and  Wendy Davis, 

Jimmy Davis and Amy Cline 

Brothers and Sisters of Kentucky 

Lodges, Auxiliary and Associate 

Members 
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Spring Board Meeting cont. 

   Traveling to the Spring Board Meeting is a Welcome sign that Winter is over, and warmer weather is ahead.   

There are so many great venues for State FOP meetings and conferences, and Pat Collins Lodge #19 and 

the City of Madisonville has shown that they are certainly on the list.  Although the fun and fellowship is ex-

ceptional, what we do in the meetings is essential to the lives and careers of our brothers and sisters through-

out Kentucky.     

   We were greeted at the Opening Ceremonies by Hopkins County Judge Executive Donald Carroll who re-

minded us that Officers deaths in 2016 had not been this high since 1950.  Jailer Joe Blue declared that with   

114 beds, he runs the largest ’”Bed and Breakfast” in town.  His crew prepared our weekend breakfasts along 

with a Saturday lunch at the Ballard Convention Center.  Pat Collins Lodge members provided Hospitality at 

the hotel on Friday and a special Saturday evening at their lodge hall.  We hope we are invited back!!!       

Meeting Highlights:         

 Kentucky Associate Lodge donated $1000 to the Memorial Fund in memory of Jason Schweitzer. 

 President Berl Perdue extoled the accomplishments of the Legislative Committee. They have grown and 

flourished as a young committee.  Certainly a reminder to tap into the source of young talent that we have 

in the FOP. 

 The Legislative Committee  was successful in changing the Criminal Justice bill and is still moving forward 

in getting the KLEPPF raise into statute.  The calls by law enforcement regarding workman’s comp over-

whelmed the legislators.    

 National Trustee Dave Mutchler expressed thanks for all the support after the tragic death of Brother Ja-

son Schweitzer.  Possible per capita raise coming at Summer National Conference. 

 Secretary Denis Spalding advised that there were new earlier deadlines for paying per capita fees to in-

sure voting privileges at the National Conference.  

 The Kentucky State Lodge will issue a commemorative coin to honor the 75th Anniversary.    

 Trustees authorized a $1 raise in per capita to assist in funding for the work of the Legislative committee.  

 

 

Hopkin’s County 
Jailer  Joe  Blue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ky Associate  
Lodge members: 
Brian Woolridge 
and Denna Reckers 
with Chaplain Tim 
Davis  
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Ashland Lodge #3 

      Ashland Lodge #3 held it’s 2017 Memorial Service on Monday May 15, at the Christ Temple Church 
in Ashland.  Guests were treated to songs from the Men’s Choir and the Church really made us feel wel-
come.   

 One of the Lodge #3 Members who passed away this year was Retired Boyd County Sheriff’s Ser-
geant Phil Slone.  Brother Slone had served the Citizens of Boyd County since 1985, serving as an Ashland 
Auxiliary Patrolman and a Catlettsburg Patrolman, before joining the Boyd County Sheriff’s Department in 
1991.  Brother Slone worked as the Administrative Sergeant at BCSD for many years and had retired in Feb-
ruary 2016.  Brother Slone was enjoying his retirement and looking forward to the birth of a new Grandbaby. 
Brother Slone was severely injured after being struck by a Drunk Driver in June, just 4 months after his retire-
ment.  Brother Slone fought all odds and survived the initial crash, but succumbed to his injuries in Novem-
ber.  Brother Slone was Honored at the State Memorial Service in Frankfort and also at the Lodge #3 Ser-
vice.   

 

Brother Slone’s service to Boyd County was Memorialized in a Shadow Box, constructed by Chief Todd 
Kelley of the Ashland Police Department and presented to Brother Slone’s wife Libby.   
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Bluegrass Lodge #4 

Police Memorial in Lexington, Kentucky 
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Owensboro Lodge #16 

Owensboro Memorial Service inside Owensboro Christian Church, Guest 

Speaker Patrick Yoes, Secretary Grand Lodge Fraternal Order of Police 

The Procession begins to the Owensboro FOP Lodge 
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Owensboro Lodge #16 cont. 

The Procession to the Owensboro Lodge and Final 

Tributes to those who have died 
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Owensboro Lodge #16 cont. 

Final Tributes include: 

Taps by Bryan Schrock 

 

And Balloon Release 
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Kenton County #20 

On May 17 the Memorial was held at the foot of the Suspension Bridge in Covington, KY. Departments 
and Northern Kentucky FOP Lodges were in attendance to honor those who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice.   

 

The Northern Kentucky 

 Police Memorial  Service 
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Kenton County #20 cont. 

 

 

 

Thank you to Officers Scott Dames and Tony Jan-
sen, and the entire Fraternal Order of Police - Cov-
ington Lodge #1, for giving our fallen officer memo-
rial a much needed make over. This is something 
that we are all very proud of and the care it re-
ceived this week will help carry on our long hon-
ored tradition of Never Forgetting. 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2017 Kenton County Police FOP Lodge 44 Golf Outing is open for team registration! This year's 18 
hole daytime event is sure to be full of fun in the sun!  
 
If you are interested in supporting our FOP, there are various ways you can do it through this event: 
- You and 3 friends can tee it up with us 
- Hole sponsorship 
- Product donations 
 
Golfer registration and sponsor/donor information can be found at the following link: https://
drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B4YrvmdBQiL3LUtVc3h1UzlWTFE?usp=sharing 
 

Feel free to contact us at KentonCountyFOP44@gmail.com with any questions and thank you for your 
sup- port! 
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Murray Lodge #23 

 

Police Memorial Week 2017. Represented were Murray Police Department, Calloway County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Murray State Police, Kentucky State Police.  
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Deputy Sheriff’s Lodge #25 
At our June 15  general meeting, Brother Steve Schweitzer presented a scholarship to recipient Riley Ann 
Newman, the granddaughter of  Brother Jim Greene. Her parents Allison and Chris Amon looked on.  

Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office Rifle Team at Kentucky State Memorial Service 
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 University of Louisville Lodge  #30 

The Service which is held annually at Jefferson 

Square Park was planned in 2017 by the Universi-

ty of Louisville Lodge.  On a rotating schedule 

each of the eight lodges in Louisville/Jefferson 

County share in these duties. 

Larry Bush sang the National Anthem 

Memorial Address 

delivered by the 

Commissioner of the         

Kentucky State      

Police Rick Sanders 

Louisville Metro Police Honor Guard 
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University of Louisville Lodge #30 cont. 

Sergeant Turk 

Marthet  Univer-

sity of Louisville 

Police conducts 

service 

Louisville Police Pipes and Drums 



 

40                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

University of Louisville Lodge #30 cont. 

Sgt. John Mellen, Officer Mike Coyle Reverend Tom Dillard                                                    

and David James Louisville Metro Council District 6 

Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office Rifle Team 



 

41                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

River City Lodge #614 

Above:  Taylor Marie Jones 

 

 

Editor’s note:  In all photos 

Denis Spalding and Brian 

Stanfield are Scholarship 

Committee Members  

 

 

Below:   Emma Greenwood 

Above: Garrett Leet  with Don 

and Barbara Grignon 

 

 

Left: Meredith Dotson 

 

 

 

Below: Danielle Walker  
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River City Lodge #614 cont. 

2017 Scholarship Award Recipients—June 20th, 2017. 

Meredith Dotson—daughter of Joe Dotson received the “David C. Strunk Memorial Award”. She will be at-

tending Bellarmine University. 

Garrett Leet—son of Kevin Leet received the “Peter A. Grignon Memorial Award”.  He will be attending 

Western Kentucky University 

Emma Greenwood—daughter of Kevin Greenwood received the “Ralph Orms Memorial Award”. She will be 

attending Western Kentucky University. 

Taylor Marie Jones—daughter of Paul Cobb received the “Jason Schweitzer Memorial Award”. She will be 

attending Lindenwood University. 

Danielle Walker—daughter of Brian Walker received the “Ray B. Franklin Memorial Award”.  She will be at-

tending Western Kentucky University. 

Not present for awards: 

Kevyn Mary Alexis Price—daughter of Edward Price received the “Darrin K. Potter Memorial Award”.  She 

will be attending Bellarmine University. 

Aaron Micah Blake—son of David Blake received the “Vernon (Bud) Johnson Memorial Award”. He will be 

attending Spalding University. Aaron was unable to attend Scholarship Awards Night.   

Anita Simkins has retired after serving the 

lodge for 13 years as a secretary.  She re-

ceived a plaque and congratulations from 

Lodge President Dave Mutchler and all pre-

sent at a recent meeting.  As a spouse of re-

tired officer Gary Simkins, Anita has also 

served in the lodge Auxiliary where she was 

president for 10 years.  Anita was elected to 

the National Auxiliary as the Vice President, 

serving 2 terms(4 years).  Besides traveling 

and gardening, she is enjoying the back yard 

Back row:  Meredith Dotson, Garrett Leet, 

Front row:  Emma Greenwood, Taylor Marie Jones and 

Danielle Walker 
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   I can only describe my experience volunteering with Special Olympics and The Law Enforcement Torch 

Run as “pure joy.”  I have been a member of the FOP for over 16 years and always made donations, assist-

ed when I was able and brought my kids up to understand that a disability does not mean different.  A few 

years ago I began working more with the Kentucky Special Olympics Organization and the Kentucky Law 

Enforcement Torch Run.  I assisted in the Spring and Summer games, the KY Law Enforcement Torch Run 

Final Leg, State Bowling Tournament, Cops on a Rooftop (Krispy Kreme and Dunkin Donuts), Tip a Cop at 

Texas Roadhouse, and any other event where an officer/volunteer is needed. 

   As mentioned earlier, working with both of these organizations does bring every volunteer pure joy.  There 

is such a sense of pride as you run beside an athlete during the torch run kicking off the games, awarding 

each athlete as they receive their medals/ribbons or running with fellow officers in the torch run.  One thing 

that I have learned from the Athletes is to never give up on your dreams.  As I attend each event, myself 

and my wife/children attend in order to cheer on each athlete; but they end up motivating each of us in our 

daily lives.   

   My family and I will continue to be motivated to understand the value of giving back.  We are the ones re-

ceiving the support when we are able to interact with the Special Olympic Athletes.  They each remind me to 

live in the moment and be present with a pure heart and enthusiasm for life.  Win or Lose…  they compete 

with a smile on their faces. 

“Let me win, but if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.” 

   Submitted by Brad Woolridge, LMPD, River City FOP #614 

Kentucky Special Olympics  -  Spring Games     

Spring Games Region Games were held at St. Xavier 

High School 
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Law Enforcement Walk for Special Olympics 

The Law Enforcement Walk was held in downtown Louisville and consisted of a 1-mile walk from Jefferson Square Park at 

the Police Memorial to the Louisville Waterfront and Lunch at Joe’s Crab Shack. Joe’s Crab Shack served as the Official 

Sponsor for the second year. Special Thanks to Louisville Metro Police Bike Patrol Unit, Community Services and the 

School Resource Officers for their participation and support.  Held several days before the SOKY Summer Games this Walk 

is a prelude event to the Law Enforcement Final Leg.  
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Law Enforcement Walk for Special Olympics cont. 

The Torch arrives at the  

Louisville Riverfront 

Lunch at Joe’s Crab Shack 
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics  -  Final Leg   

The Final Leg  begins in Frank-

fort, Kentucky 
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics  -  Final Leg 

Leaving Frankfort 

The Torch arrives at Stewart Home School 
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics  -  Final Leg 

 

  The Final Leg moves on to Lexington 

A stop at the University of 

Kentucky 
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics  -  Final Leg 

The Final Leg     

arrives in           

Richmond 

 The Final Leg con-

cludes at Eastern Ken-

tucky University 
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SOKY Summer Games 

Photos with a Cop 

Opening Ceremonies: 

The crowd of 1500 athletes, 

their families and coaches. 
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SOKY Summer Games 

The Awarding of  Medals at the Swimming Events 
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SOKY Summer Games 

Medals are awarded for Track and Field and the 

Softball Throw.  
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Cops on Doughnut Shops 

COPS on Top of Doughnut Shops were 

held around the state.  This one was 

held at the Krispy Kreme in the Highlands 

of Louisville.   
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Cops on Doughnut Shops  

Officers from Louisville Metro  

Corrections, Jefferson County  

Sheriff’s Office and Bullitt County  

Sheriff’s participated.  Officers,  

and recruits from Louisville Metro  

Police and volunteers from the  

Citizens’ Police Academy also  

assisted. 


