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Editor’s Note

Knight Beat Committee

2018 like most every year began with celebrations and lots of
handshakes and good wishes. For me, the Sign of Peace at Mass
also included an acknowledgement that whatever happens in 2018:
“We are in it Together”.
There will be lots of uncertainties and surprises. It is unlikely
that you or I will win the lottery, but perhaps we will be the recipient of
a surprise gift, a kind gesture, add children or grandchildren to our
families or even fall in love.
I never thought I would be spending a day in January at the
Judicial Center with a relative selected for Jury Duty. I will wait with
anticipation what else the year may bring. One thing is sure. We will
continue to serve in our official capacities and whenever and wherever we are needed. Sometimes we may receive appreciation or a
thank you.
Service is our constant. We will never forget those who
have served heroically. We will continue to be steadfast in our dedication to our communities and to each other.
I hope you take the time to look at the photos, or read the stories and reports in this issue: 2017 - The Year in Review. Everything
you do for your communities and for your brothers and sisters is important and I am honored to include it in the Knight Beat. Send us
your comments, ideas and suggestions.
Patsy Meyer
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bsfarmer@twc.com
270-869-7250
Crystal Keller
270-499-1249
Patsy Meyer
patsyknightbeat@att.net
502-473-0388
Steve White
Photographer
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President’s Report
Brothers and Sisters,
Since our last conference and Knight Beat articles your Executive
Board has been and continues to be busy with lodge business, especially legislative issues as normal. The state legislature is now in session and this year
is the long session. We continue to work on the discussed but not released
Pension Reform Bill. The efforts of our legislative committee have dramatically lessened the impact of any reforms, and the effect on our members,
both active and retired. We will not know until the bill is actually filed.
We will have to fight the Workman's Comp Bill when it is filed which
should be soon. It is a terrible bill for WORKING PEOPLE in our state, not
just first responders. We defeated it last session and we will work to do it
again.

Berl Perdue, Jr.
Kentucky State FOP President
(859) 808-2020
(859) 744-4390
bperdue@clarkcokysheriff.com

A Criminal Justice Reform Bill will be introduced again and if passed it
would water down the penalties and release requirements that effect law enforcement officers. Last session through hard work and negotiations, we had
sections removed that we could not live with. However, these sections will be
put back into the bill. It's never ending from one session to another. If passed
as proposed, then we will go from a catch and release system to a why even
catch system.
We continue to work on KLEFPF and codifying the $4000 training stipend into statute. We feel strongly that the issues have been worked out and
this should pass this session.

There are many other bills that we are watching and more to come that effect Law Enforcement. Our team
will be vigilant in protecting our interest and members.
If any lodge or member has any issues that your Executive Board can assist with please contact myself or any one of us. We are here to serve you.
Always remember, " If it's not good for the Order then it's NOT GOOD " !
Berl Perdue, Jr.
President Kentucky State FOP

United State Attorney
Jeff Sessions addressed
the officers and
delegates at the National
Conference in August
2017.
Editor’s Note: See other
photos of the National
Conference on pages
5,6,10 and 16.
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Vice President’s Report
Greetings Brothers and Sisters,
I hope that as you are reading this, 2018 has been a great year so far
for all of you and it finds you in good health and prosperity. I want to thank
each and every one of you for the opportunity to serve you for another two
years as your Vice President and I hope that I do not let any of you down in
my service to you and this lodge. It is truly an honor to be a part of this
E-board of this great lodge and I am truly humbled by the faith and trust you
have put in me.
Two and a half years ago, the state lodge entered into a contract with
JAK Solicitations in an effort to bolster our dwindling receipts from our previous solicitors. While JAK started out with four digit weekly receipts, the welcomed weekly revenue eventually gave way to what we consider extremely
poor performance. Sometimes a fraction of what we were told to expect from
JAK. This cannot, however, be solely attributed to poor performance on the
part of JAK. The phone solicitation business is an extremely difficult enterprise
already and add to that the fact that home landlines are declining and giving
way to cell phones which are getting more and more difficult for solicitors to
Mike Sweeney
gain access to, the data bank of donors is getting smaller and smaller. Making
Kentucky State FOP
it even worse is a November, 2016 decision by the Federal Trade Commission
prohibiting solicitors such as ours from using automated prerecorded technoloVice President
gy to make calls. While this only applies to new “cold calls”, according to JAK
msween@windstream.net
this decision still has a huge impact on them and limits the number of cold calls
the company can make. This decision by the FTC was challenged in US District Court by Soundboard Technologies, one such company that markets these systems and the court found
in favor of the FTC. An appeal by Soundboard was filed in the US Court of Appeals in Washington DC and
the case was heard on November 6th. As of this writing a decision has not been handed down by the court,
but is expected sometime before April. If the decision is upheld by the Court of Appeals it will have a devastating effect on the solicitation business according to JAK owner John Keller. It is doubtful that the case
would be appealed any further. Thus, we would continue to see a steady decline in receipts from our solicitor.
However, hopefully there is some good news for the FOP. We recently entered into a contract with
another solicitor, Public Outreach, to solicit for the state FOP. We made contact with Public Outreach owner
Mike Mitrosky while in Nashville at the National conference last August. Public Outreach, however, is only
soliciting businesses as our current contract with JAK has an exclusivity clause and JAK does not solicit
businesses. Thus, there is no conflict with our current contract. Mike Mitrosky has made us promises of annual gains in the $30,000 range but we will have to wait and see. However, we are cautiously optimistic that
this new venue of businesses in and around the state will make up for the lack of funds we are receiving from
JAK. Solicitations by Public Outreach are scheduled to start no later than March 1st and we signed a one
year contract renewable each year. We can only hope for the best from Public Outreach and also hope that
JAK can pick up the pace. Our contract with JAK expires in June and a decision will be made by the E-Board
as to how to proceed with JAK in the future.
I will continue to work and hunt for revenue sources for our lodge and I will keep all of you apprised of
the pending decision by the US Court of Appeals and how it will affect this lodge in the future.
As always, if there is anything that I can do for you or your lodge, I am at your service and never hesitate to ask.

Fraternally,
Mike Sweeney, Vice President
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Secretary’s Report
Well I hope that by now everyone has had or is having a
tolerable tax season. It seems as if the harder everyone works and
saves the more difficult taxes are. This is simply a fact that enforces the importance of our Legislative and endorsement efforts. We
are the public safety and should be treated accordingly and we
should be the priority of Legislators. Let’s make and keep them
aware of this.
It certainly seems as if the streets are getting more and
more dangerous and with the help of the media, Law Enforcement
is criticized and placed under a microscope more and more every
day. Now that I am retired I can only sit back and pray that everyone makes it home safe from work everyday, and is able to return
the next day with the same attitudes that took them to their profession.
Denis Spalding
Kentucky State FOP
Secretary
denisspalding@hotmail.com

Your State and Grand Lodges continue to work for each
member every day. I would encourage everyone to visit the State
and Grand Lodge’s websites and pay attention to the efforts that are
being put forth weekly both in Kentucky and the Country. These efforts are often overlooked by us and do in fact deserve your attention. We do not have sufficient paper or space to enumerate all of
your Lodge’s accomplishments over the years.

As your State Lodge has grown to over 10,000 members each of us are given more responsibility to look out for our members as well as nonmembers in the Law Enforcement Community. We must all lead and work by example and show everyone what it means to belong to the
largest Law Enforcement Organization in the world with a National membership of over
330,000. We are a force to be respected and dealt with.
Let us remember to look out for our members and their families and if the State Lodge can
assist a member in any way we can be contacted by way of the contact information contained in
the website. Be strong, be proud and be safe.

National Secretary Patrick
Yoes addresses the
Kentucky Caucus
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Second Vice President’s Report
Editors Note: this is an edited copy of a report given at the 2017 Fall Conference, I think it is worth reading even a second time.
Words we are hearing more and more as sport players from professional teams to high schools teams take a knee during playing of our National
Anthem. To some of these players this is an act to make a statement, and for
others, they are just following a trend.
There is no law which requires a person to stand, to look at our flag,
remove their hat, and to put their hand over their heart while the National Anthem is being played. So why do we do it?

Robert Bringhurst
Kentucky State FOP
Second Vice President
bubbathecop@yahoo.com

The American Revolution officially ended with the Treaty of Paris in
1783. Only 29 years later, in the War of 1812, our Nation was once again at
war with the British. And much like our War for Independence, we were not
doing well in most of the battles. In late August of 1814, the British invaded
and burned our capitol, Washington D.C., and on the night of September 11,
1814, Fort McHenry in the Baltimore harbor came under a British naval bombardment.
As we know, it was that bombardment which inspired Francis Scott Key
to write the “Defense of Fort McHenry”, now known as “The Star-Spangled
Banner”. And in 1931 “The Star-Spangled Banner” became the national anthem of the United States of America.

Did you know that there are four verses in our national anthem? Do
you know that the first verse which, we all know, ends with a question?
O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
The question asks if our flag is still flying in the morning over the fort. The middle two verses of the
song do answer that question, but to me, it is the last verse which brings the words of strength to our national
anthem.
O thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
Between their loved homes and the war’s desolation
Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the Heav’n rescued land
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust.”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
When you think of our flag, what events come to your mind? To me there are several:
The raising of our flag in the rubble of the World Trade Center.
The first planting of our flag on the moon by Neil Armstrong and Bruce Aldrin.
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Second Vice President’s report cont.
Standing by my desk in grade school, learning and saying the pledge of allegiance to our
flag.
And as I did in my youth: I will still do in my old age. I will stand with my right hand over my heart as
our National Anthem is played and when I pledge my allegiance to the flag and to our nation. There is no
law requiring me to do so. I do it out of respect. I do so in remembrance of those who give their lives to
keep me free, and to show my support to a nation that is not perfect, but is a far better place to live than any
other place on this earth. I stand because it is the right thing to do.
As always I am ready to serve this great organization as your 2nd Vice President, and will do everything in my power to support the members of the State Executive Board, and most of all, you the members
of the Kentucky State Lodge. My cell phone number is (502) 641-8288, and my email is
bubbathecop@yahoo.com

Member of the Year Award
The Kentucky State Lodge, FOP Member of the Year Award is presented at the Annual State Conference.
The following guidelines are to be followed to nominate a member for this distinguished award.
•

All nominations must be submitted in legible, typewritten form (four copies) giving all pertinent information
as to why the member should be considered for the award.

•

All applications must be signed by the president, vice president, secretary and/or treasurer of the subordinate lodge in good standing. No member shall submit his/her own name for this award.

•

Applicants will be considered on the basis of their career in law enforcement, their involvement in the
FOP, and services they have rendered to the community.

•

Only active FOP members currently working in the law enforcement profession, or honorably retired will
be considered for this award.

•

All nominations will be sent to the committee chairman who will disseminate copies to each committee
member.

•

To allow the committee ample time to consider each nomination; they must be received no later than two
weeks before the Conference.

•

After each committee member has reviewed all nominations, they will advise the committee chairman of
their choice to receive the award.

•

The committee chairman, after receiving each committee member’s selection in writing, will advise the
committee as a whole as to the nominee who received the most number of votes, and will declare that
nominee the winner of the award.

•

The committee chairman will then advise the state president of the committee’s selection, and will follow
the president’s direction as to preparation of a member of the year plaque.

The committee chairman will present the award at the annual State Conference. Send all nominations to
Brother Don Brashear, Chairman: Member of the Year Committee; 101 Cornett Hill Drive, Hazard, KY 41701.
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Treasurer’s Report
Brothers and Sisters,
I hope that the beginning of 2018 is going well for everyone. It has already been a tough year for law enforcement. We have already had eighteen
officers killed in the line of duty this year. Seven officers were killed in seven
days. This is unacceptable for this to be happening. We need to press our legislators to enact laws that will send a message that hurting a Police Officer is
not going to be tolerated in our society.

Bryan Bogard
Kentucky State Lodge
Treasurer
bbogard0219@gmail.com
cause you vote.

We are also getting attacked on our benefits and working conditions.
Our legislators in Frankfort are working hard to strip down everything we have
worked for. They are attacking our pension. They are trying to limit the rights of
officers that get hurt on the job. They will not correct the issues that have been
identified with Line of Duty Death benefits for our families. So what are the
elected legislators doing for us? We need to find out. Visit them and ask them
straight forward. “What are you doing to help out first responders?” Look them
in the eye and make them answer the question, be it in their front yard, their
business or after a church service. Make them be accountable for their actions. If they do not listen, then make sure they know that we will support a
candidate that will at least sit down at the table and legitimately listen to our
concerns. Everyone needs to do this. It will definitely get their attention. All of
our members play an important roll in helping get things done in Frankfort. We
can go sit in a legislator’s office for 10 minutes and listen to the bullsh*t that
they are spouting about how they “support first responders” then when it gets
down to brass tacks, their voting record tells a different story. But if our members, their constituents, hold them accountable they will have to vote the way
they speak or be out of a job! Please help us out. Everyone is a factor be-

On the financial side of the house, we are making small improvements. We are continuing to tighten
our belt and we are making sure that our expenses are reasonable and necessary. Many of the E-board
members, as well as the legislative team are doing a lot of work with little expense. If we had to pay Skylar,
Bill, Dave and others for the time that they put in during the session, the legislative budget would probably be
tripled. These guys work tirelessly for our members. I know it has been said many times, but I have witnessed
it first hand this session and I didn’t realize the amount of hard work that these guys do each and everyday.
We have established an FOP Foundation, which has a 501(c)3 status with the IRS. This means that
everything donated to the foundation is 100% tax deductible. So if you have a donor that is looking to make a
donation to the FOP, this may be a way that will also give them a tax deduction at the end of the year. Please
keep this foundation in mind when you are asked about how someone can help the FOP.
I want to thank all of the members that attended the Treasurer’s training at the Fall Conference. I received some very positive feedback from those in attendance and I feel that everyone learned something
new. Bob Krone did an excellent job explaining the responsibilities and duties of the treasurer. He stuck
around well after his allotted time to answer everyone’s questions and concerns. He stated to me afterwards
that he was very impressed at the knowledge of those in attendance and he stated that Kentucky was well
ahead of the curve in the local treasurer offices.
I am always open to any suggestions and concerns when it comes to how the membership wants to
see the Treasurer’s office operated. I am always trying to build on the things that I have learned and bring
new ideas into what has already been established. If you have any ideas, please let me know. I am always
available to talk.
As Always, Stay safe and watch each others back!
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Chaplain’s Report
Let me start by saying “Happy New Year” to all of my Brothers and
Sisters of the Fraternal Order of Police. As we begin 2018. Many of us are
excited that 2017 has passed and we survived with our pensions, but we are
sure 2018 will bring another challenge as we fight to keep them alive. After
meetings with our legislative staff and having our State Representative at
our local Christmas Dinner, I feel we have a strong voice against the attacks
on our pensions. It is up to each and every member across this state to insure that our voice is heard and it is very loud. Obviously, this is a very important issue for the State FOP and I feel we should be willing to unite and
be one strong unit as we face this challenge.
As many are aware, yesterday, January 23, 2018, was a very tragic
time in Western Kentucky. Just a little over 20 years ago, this area experienced a very tragic school shooting at Heath High School and again, this
tragedy struck this area. This time at Marshall County High School, where a
lone gunman, a male student, age 15 took the lives of two other age 15
male and female students at the beginning of the school day. A total of 14
students were shot and 5 other students were, in the words of one responder, trampled trying to escape to safety. As one Kentucky State Trooper reTim Davis
sponded to this incident, he knew his daughter was a student at this school.
Kentucky State FOP Chaplain
Upon his arrival, he was tasked with checking a female victim who appeared
to be his daughter, but was not. I cannot imagine the trauma of even having
timothy.davis@kctcs.edu
to respond to this type of tragedy that he faced in that moment. My heart is
very heavy today for each and every member of this community and school,
and for every first responder who was part of this response. I am proud to
report, that during my time in this community that day, I did not hear one negative comment, but huge
praise for the response of our first responders. Brothers and Sisters who responded, and the Community
and School of Marshall County, You are in the Prayers of the FOP.
I know this may sound like a broken record, but each article I write, I always try to include encouragement for our members to be a voice to our Local, State and National elected officials. During 2018, we
again face a legislative agenda which is vital to our brothers and sisters in the Fraternal Order of Police.
Peace Officers throughout the Commonwealth constantly face danger and too often, choose to protect others at the risk of their own safety. The Fraternal Order of Police must continue to be the voice for these officers. As members of the Kentucky Fraternal Order of Police, I encourage each one of you to contact your
representatives and show support for our legislative agenda. If you have questions, contact a board member and we will provide you a link to our legislative agenda. Remaining silent is not an option. We must be
vigilant in our goals and move our agenda forward.
The Kentucky State Fraternal Order of Police Peace Officers Memorial is approaching quickly. The
mailings for the FOP Memorial Service should be arriving at your lodges and the requests for Specialty
Units as well. Our State Service is scheduled for Monday, May 7, 2018 at the Kentucky History Center at
12:00 noon. All lodges should be submitting names for this years’ service and this information will be arriving at the lodges as well. If you need assistance with any of the arrangements for the service, please see
me at the Spring Board Meeting and we will discuss your needs. Anyone who would like to assist with the
service, contact Glenda Lehmann or me, and we will let you know what we need help with.
In closing, I want to wish each of you a Very Blessed and Happy New Year in 2018. This year as
those years in the past, will bring new challenges and adventures. No one understands the sacrifice better
than one who has walked the walk before. Let us never forget the families of our fallen and Never Forget
the sacrifices of the past. I challenge each member to continue to pray for those who continue to serve. If
you need to talk with me or have me visit your lodge, email kyfopchaplain@hotmail.com or call me at
270-836-9131 . I look forward to hearing from you. God Bless each you, God Bless America, and God
Bless the Fraternal Order of Police.
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Sergeant at Arm’s Report
Hello Brothers and Sisters,
I hope that everyone’s completely unpredictable winter is going well. It
has been a busy season for me as I am gearing up for my run for Warren
County Sheriff. I hope we all had a good Christmas and I’m looking forward to
seeing you all in Louisville in March.
It is time for us to capitalize on our hard work in Frankfort last year and
push even harder this session. At the time of writing this there has already
been 10 days pass on this session. It is clear that the governor is not going to
slow down on his attacks on our ability to make this an attractive career for future officers. It will take all of us to get our message across. Please take time
to get to know your elected officials. Many of them are running for reelection as
we speak. You know they will be coming to you for an endorsement
soon. Don't give away your endorsement for free. Make sure they know to
earn it you have to protect us. There is a solid team working hard in Frankfort
on your behalf. Help them when they call.
Shawn Helbig
Kentucky State FOP

I will be traveling to D.C. to push for improvements on a national level. Know that your executive board is working hard for you. Please if there is
ever anything I can do to help you or your lodge feel free to give me a call:
270-779-1549.

Sergeant-at-Arms
Shawn.helbig@yahoo.com

Constant Contact
For immediate notification and updated news from the Kentucky State Lodge sign up for Constant
Contact.

•

Simply go to the Kentucky State Lodge Web Site Home Page: www.kystatefop.com

•

Look for the blue headings on the left and click on the one that reads: Sign Up Constant Contact.

•

Submit the requested information and you will begin receiving all State FOP notices.

Any member can sign up, but Lodge Board Members are encouraged to sign up so you can keep
your brothers and sisters informed.
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Chairman Board of Trustees’ Report
Brothers and Sisters,
I hope all is well for everyone and they made it thru the holidays safely.
Last year was a very busy year, as everyone knows, we are continuing the
fight for our pensions. I can honestly say that our organization has a great
group of people working in Frankfort on our behalf. They are very knowledgeable on how things work, but they cannot do it alone. They will need our
continued support, backing them as they fight for us. We must be diligent in
contacting our congressmen, making sure that they know we are unified in this
fight and we will not quit. So when asked by our Legislative Committee,
please continue your phone calls and e-mails. We must not stop fighting for
what was promised to us when we all took the oath to be law enforcement
officers.

Scott Hildebrand
Kentucky State FOP

I am looking forward to seeing everyone in March in Louisville for the
Spring Boards. I would also like to take a moment and say Thank You for once
again voting me as your Chairman of the Trustees. It has been an honor and
privilege to represent the State of Kentucky as such. I look forward to the next
year and as always, if you need anything please contact me.
Sincerely Scott Hildebrand
Chairman of the Trustees

Chairman Board of Trustees
smhilt685@hotmail.com

Mark Wills and Vince Gill perform at the National Conference in Nashville
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Immediate Past President‘s Report
Greetings from a very cold and frozen Northern Kentucky! I hope all of
you have had a wonderful holiday season and you are doing well. I want to
again commend our Worthy President and this entire Executive Board for the
manner in which they continue to navigate our lodge during challenging times.

Spike Jones
Kentucky State FOP
Immediate Past President
spikejones0095@gmail.com

I ask you to please respond when Skyler and his legislative team reach
out for assistance with your State Representatives or Legislators. As I mentioned at the Fall Conference in Owensboro, our Legislative committee has
done something beyond fighting for us on the pension issue, they have educated us and we owe them our gratitude. Nelson Mandela said “EDUCATION
IS THE MOST POWERFUL WEAPON WHICH YOU CAN USE TO CHANGE
THE WORLD”. Our legislative team has truly armed us to fight this pension
fight and I thank them for that. My State Senator and State Representative are
probably tired of hearing from me but I think they both clearly realize that all of
our actions have consequence. This isn’t to say I call these folks to make
threats but more so to let them know, I’m paying attention to their actions and
the FOP always keeps its word… all we’re asking is for our elected representatives to do the same. I am fortunate that I have a very good relationship with
my State Senator and State Representative. I encourage all of you to make
efforts to get to know your elected representatives and most importantly let
them get to know you. Your efforts in cultivating these relationships can only
serve to help us all as FOP members.
You have my word; I will always work tirelessly to maintain the integrity
and honor of our noble order as well as our chosen profession.

Please be safe my brothers and sisters, life is fragile and your job is
dangerous. May God bless you… and may God bless our Fraternal Order of Police!
Respectfully

Spike Jones
Spike Jones

Constant Contact
For immediate notification and updated news from the Kentucky State Lodge sign up for Constant
Contact.

•

Simply go to the Kentucky State Lodge Web Site Home Page: www.kystatefop.com

•

Look for the blue headings on the left and click on the one that reads: Sign Up Constant Contact.

•

Submit the requested information and you will begin receiving all State FOP notices.

Any member can sign up, but Lodge Board Members are encouraged to sign up so you can keep
your brothers and sisters informed.
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Kentucky Peace Officers’ Memorial Service
THE 2018

Kentucky State Peace Officers’ Memorial Service
WILL BE HELD
MONDAY, MAY 7, 2018, AT NOON
AT THE KENTUCKY HISTORY CENTER
IN FRANKFORT

We honor all Fraternal Order of Police active and retired members who have passed away, and
all law enforcement line-of-duty deaths.
Lodges will receive information packets during February requesting the names of the members and officers to be honored at this year’s service. We encourage lodges to reach out to
the families of those being honored and to provide escorts for the families at the service and
to attend the service to support the families and pay tribute to those being honored. Invitations will be mailed in March.
Every department is encouraged to send their Honor Guard and Color Guard to participate in
the service.

Contacts for this year’s service:
Glenda Lehmann, President

Tim Davis, Chaplain

Casey Tillman, Chaplain

Kentucky State Auxiliary

Kentucky State Lodge

Kentucky State Auxiliary

502-594-3747

270-836-9131

502-821-5388

kyfopauxpres@twc.com

timothy.davis@kctcs.edu

casey.tillman@gmail.com
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2017 National Conference in Nashville Tennessee

Above: Glenda
Lehmann State
Auxiliary President
Below: Branch
and Dean, Country Music Duo
(Steve Branch &
Martin Dean
Scallan with
Ginny Woolridge
at Opening Ceremonies

Above: Marilyn Harris, Kentucky Auxiliary and KY National Trustee Dave
Mutchler in procession at Memorial
Service
Left: KY President Berl Perdue and
KY Legislative Chair Nicolai Jilek
Below: National Secretary Pat Yoes
and KY President Berl Perdue
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Ashland #3
Ashland Lodge # 3 is dedicated to helping our Community. With a heartfelt special thanks to our Members
for all their hard work, our Corporate Partners and a multitude of generous Individuals in the Ashland / Boyd
County Community, Lodge # 3’s 2017 Back to School and Holiday Shopping Seasons were a success!! Lodge # 3 held a fun filled - fundraising weekend event during the Ashland Summer Motion Festival,
followed by a late summer Jeep Show and “Cop on Top” Saturday at the Ashland “Steak and Shake”. Lodge
# 3 Members shopped in July to send local Children Back to School with clothing and necessities for a new
School Year. The 75th Annual Policeman’s Ball was held Saturday, November 18 and was a smashing success!! A nearly sold out crowd enjoyed an evening of great music and fun. Our Silent Auction featured items
ranging from Guns and Guitars to hand crafted Holiday Decorations and those winning bidders took home
great gifts for the Holidays. Our Holiday Shopping event was held on Saturday, December 9 at the Riverhill
Drive WalMart Supercenter. Lodge # 3 Members were able to make the Holidays brighter for many of our
local Children and that always lifts everyone’s Christmas Spirits. The New Year came and on Thursday January 11, 2018, Lodge # 3 Past President, A.P.D. Major William Hensley Jr. installed the 2018 Lodge # 3
Officers and Sister Mary Jackson prepared the wonderful meal that followed. Ashland Lodge # 3 Members
wish you all a very safe and prosperous 2018!!!
Left: Vice President Richard Bohannon and Secretary Josh
Steele head to the checkout line
Below: A pair of our young Christmas Shoppers dressed fittingly for the occasion.

Below: Lodge # 3 Holiday Shopping Members and Volunteers
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Ashland #3 cont.
Left: A group of our Ashland P.D. Brothers.
Below: Fundraiser at the Ashland “Steak and Shake”.

Left: Past President Bill Hensley and the newly Installed
2018 Lodge # 3 Officers.
Lower left: Lodge # 3 Vice President Sister Carol Mason
and Husband Steve and Treasurer Sister Angel Holmes
and Husband Tim at the 75th Annual Policeman’s Ball.
Below: Having Fun at the Policeman’s Ball!

16

Owensboro #16

Brother Loren Yonts was named the 2017
member of the year. He is an active member who has held several leadership
positions in Lodge 16 and is the newly
elected state lodge trustee. For the last
few years, Brother Yonts has spearheaded
the lodge 16 Shop with a Cop program
which has continued to touch the lives of
many children in the community.

Shively #17

Shively #17 has elected the following as lodge officers:
President: Patrick Allen

Vice President: Wes Singleton
State Lodge Trustee: Emery Frye
Secretary: Johnny Teague
Treasurer: Ricky Guffey
The office of Chaplain and Sgt. At Arms remain unfilled.
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Kenton County #20
Kenton County Lodge #20’s
Annual Cops & Kids Christmas
Shopping Extravaganza was
held on Tuesday, December
12, 2017 at the Wal-Mart in
Fort Wright, Kentucky. Children
from Kenton and the Children’s
Home of Northern Kentucky,
participated in the event.
Breakfast was supplied by the
Fort Wright Wal-Mart. The children had their items wrapped
by members of Lodge #20’s
Associates. The children were
taken to The Edgewood Senior
Center for lunch provided by
LaRosa’s Pizza and Sub Station II in Fort Wright, Kentucky.

Above: Cops & Kids Extravaganza
Right: Officer Nick Von Handorf of the Fort
Wright Police Department.
Below: Sgt. Eric Nelson, U.S. Marshall’s

Each child got to spend approx- Service/Kenton County Sheriff’s Office.
imately $160.00. Agencies participating were: Lakeside Park/
Crestview Hills Police, Taylor
Mill Police, Ludlow Police, Fort
Wright Police, Grant County
Jail, Kenton County Communications Center, Probation and
Parole, United States Marshall’s Service and the Kenton
County Coroner’s Office. Also,
members of #20’s FOPA, several retired members helped
feed and shop with the kids.
There were also several families that received groceries and
assistance with their utility bills.

Left: Capt. Brad Degenhardt of the
Lakeside Park/Crestview Hills Police
Department and his new friend that
he took shopping.
Right: Shopping during the event.
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Murray #23
Santa Cops and Kids was held at the Walmart and
assisted approximately 70 kids in the community.
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Metropolitan #32
“Cruisin on the Ohio River” an evening on the
newly acquired Riverboat the Mary M Miller,
was hosted by the Lodge for members and
their guests. All returned from the “3 hour
cruise” after enjoying a barbeque dinner and
drinks.
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Corrections #77

Corrections Lodge officers were installed by
Mike Sweeney and Denis Spalding on 12/26/17
President Tracy D Dotson
Vice President Daniel Johnson
2nd Vice President Janae Hale
Secretary Tim Dearinger
Treasurer Arlis Wimsatt
Trustee Roger Barth
Trustee Ben Phillips
Trustee Gary Dodson

Trustee Nick Angelini
State Lodge Trustee Ricky Moore
Chaplain Brad Sheppard
Sgt at Arms Rodger Ledrick
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Corrections #77
Louisville Corrections Lodge #77 / Louisville
Metro Dept of Corrections annual Coat-a-Kid
event on 12-13-17 at Meijer

Sgt Hale

50 children from Roosevelt Perry Elementary were taken on a shopping trip to purchase clothes, shoes,
coats, toys and school supplies.
Sgt. Dearing

Officer Ray, Wenka
and Simpson
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Corrections #77 cont.

Above: Officer Wells

Above Right:
Santa and helpers at Coat-a –Kid Event

Above: Ronna Martin
Below: Officer Young
Below : Officer Small

Above: Officer Wenka
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Town Branch #83

24

Town Branch #83 cont.
Swearing-In of new Executive Board
Officers and Christmas Party
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River City #614
FOP Picnic at Woodhaven Country Club:
day of golf...

The Best Scorers of the Day
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a

River City #614 cont.

...swimming, fun, food and fellowship
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River City #614 cont.
Lodge Officers installed including new President Nic Jilek

Outgoing President Dave Mutcher swears-in new President Nic
Jilek, and Board members

New Board as pictured above left:
Financial Secretary, Larry Priddy;
Secretary Skylar Graudik;
Trustee Chadd Leddington;
Vice President, Ryan Nichols;
Treasurer, Brandon Lincoln;
Second Vice President, Mike Alvey;
President Nic Jilek;
State Lodge Trustee, Jim Gootee;
Outer Guard, Lesley Watson;
Trustee John Schafer;
Inner Guard, Scott Lehmann
Right: John Keeling shows appreciation to outgoing President
Dave Mutchler

Left: Dave Mutchler swears-in Jim
Gootee as State
Lodge Trustee
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River City #614 cont.
Retirees Reunion, an annual get-together
for retired members of Jefferson County Police, Louisville Division of Police and Louisville Metro Police
Below: Ed Davis, an organizer of the Reunion
Right: Mike Funk and Lonnie Gullion

Below: Charlie Sanders and Willie Eskridge

Above: Otis Williams, John Schafer, and Bill Unseld
Below: Joe Carlton and Jim Gootee
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River City #614 Associate Lodge

This year’s Louisville Toys
for Tots Ride was dedicated
to the Memory of Fred Meyers who for over twenty years
organized the Ride until his
Passing in 2017 .
As in the past the Firetruck
leads the parade of thousands of Motorcycles with
toys from River Port complex
to Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium parking lot.
Various law enforcement motorcycle groups participated
including the Guns of Justice,
Blue Knights, and various
Sheriff’s Departments.
I was honored to ride with
them, to deliver my toy and a
donation check from FOPA
lodge 614 to Lori Meyers.
Submitted by Kenneth
McFarland
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River City Lodge #614 Associate Lodge cont.
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The Call to Frankfort by the Legislative Committee

Ashland

Past and Current Legislative Committee
Members: Matt Ditch, Skylar Graudick,
Drew Fox, Steve Barger and Nic Jilek

Pension Advisory Committee
Meetings were held in the Summer and Fall of 2017. Officers
from around Kentucky answered
the Call of the State FOP Legislative Committee to “Come to
Frankfort” make a statement by
our presence...
Frankfort

Jefferson
County

Louisville
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The Call to Frankfort and the Legislative Committee cont.

Clark, Jefferson, Oldham
Counties and Covington

Lexington

Saint Matthews
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Fall State Conference in Owensboro Kentucky
Left; Presentation of Colors

State Auxiliary President Glenda Lehmann,
Ginny Woolridge, President of River City
#614 Auxiliary and
State President Berl Perdue

Legislative Committee Report, Standing from left: Bill Burch, Skylar Graudick, and at
the Podium is Nic Jilek
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Fall State Conference in Owensboro Kentucky cont.

Photos on the Riverfront…
Upper right: Mike (State President) and
Dora Sweeney
Right: Owensboro #16 host lodge
members with State Representative
District 14 Matt Castlen
Lower Left: Immediate Past President
Spike Jones
Lower Right: Member of the Year
Committee, Bob Purdy, Don Brashear,
Kevin Winebrenner, and Gary Cary
with KY President Berl Perdue presenting Award to Skylar Graudick
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Fall State Conference in Owensboro Kentucky cont.
2017 Fall Conference
Owensboro Lodge #16 hosted the Fall Conference October 20 – 22 and again we spent the weekend at the
Owensboro Conference Center and the Holiday Inn and the Hampton Inn. With the Ohio River as the backdrop, many enjoyed a brief stroll along the River in the afternoon.
Fall Conference Notes
State Representative Matt Castlen, District 14 addressed the delegates and visitors as a part of Opening
ceremonies. Representative Castlen was a neophyte legislator of only 10 months. He stated he
drew his inspiration from our Founding Fathers, that we cannot lose our dream or drive and never
compromise our integrity (a high and rare quality in politicians).
Glenda Lehmann State Auxiliary President reported on the activities and accomplishments of the State
Auxiliary including another Auxiliary of the Year. In existence for 42 years, there are currently 6 Auxiliary lodges in Kentucky. FOP brothers and Sisters can be proud of our state Auxiliary and know
that they will always step-up to help whenever needed.
Grand lodge visitors included: National Secretary Pat Yoes, National Vice President Jay McDonald, National Sgt. at Arms Keith Tourney and Chairman of the National Trustees Rob Pride. They stressed
that they are available to help solve problems, and that we can overcome our challenges with a good
game plan. Keith Tourney the rookie on the National Board stressed the “FOP Family” and wore a
shirt to show it.
Officers reports included:
Second Vice President Robert Bringhurst (Bubba) sharing his sentiments about Patriotism and
the history of the National Anthem!
Sgt. At Arms Shawn Helbig issued an invitation for brothers and sisters to join in Bowling Green
Lodge #13’s Walk of Remembrance.
Secretary Denis Spalding reported that Kentucky State Membership has surpassed 10,000. A
new lodge is forming to include Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Officers.
Don Brashear announced two new recipients of The Martin D. Scott Leadership Award: Skylar
Graudick and Drew Fox for work on the State Legislative Committee.

Left: Amanda Iddings, Bluegrass Auxiliary Trustee and Sarah Russell, State
Auxiliary Sgt at Arms

Right: Sgt. At Arms Shawn Helbig
and Bluegrass #4 President Jason
Rothermund
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics Kentucky

Welcome to Law Enforcement for
Special Olympics Kentucky

International Torch Run
Conference
in Nashville, Tennessee
Left: Felipe Hernandez., across the back;
Wayne Bray, Brad Woolridge, and Trevor
Ford, across the front; Janae Hale, Michelle
Mazonni and Steve McGill

Below: Final Leg participants
gather for Official photo
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics
Kentucky Winter Games
Held at Perfect North Ski Slopes

Left: Trevor Ford, Glacier the Polar Bear,
and Brad Woolridge
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics cont.
SOKY Bowling Tournament at King Pin Lanes in Jeffersontown

Above: Michelle Mazzoni and Mike Rach with SOKY athlete in
bowling competition
Above: John Keeling and Brad Woolridge
with SOKY athlete in Bowling Competition.

Left: Mike Rach, Michelle Mazzoni and Chris
Bowman with SOKY athletes in Bowling Competition
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics cont.

The Sneaker Ball
on October 28 at the
Marriott East
in Louisville

Above: Brad Woolridge with Athlete
Ambassador
Hayden Redmon

Above: Special Appreciation Award presented to Law Enforcement for Special Olympics: Brad Woolridge, Liaison
Steve McGill and Trevor Ford

Left: Trevor Ford, Kelly Sturgeon, Ginny and
Brad Woolridge
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