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On The Cover 

At the Spring Board Meeting I conducted a grand experiment, 
requesting everyone in attendance to raise their phones, and then di-
rected them to take a photo of someone at their table or in the meeting 
room.  Finally, I asked them to text the photo to me.  I received over 20 
and you can see many of them in this issue along with others from the 
Spring Board Meeting.  Thanks again for your participation in this exer-
cise.  I hoped that this would convince many of you about the ease of 
taking a photo and texting it along to me.  I hope this means that I have 
an unlimited number of photographers and reporters for future issues of 
the Knight Beat.   

In this issue I am proud to feature our newest police memorial in 
Bardstown and Nelson County.  If you are visiting the area, I hope you 
will stop and see it.  This issue features Peace Officers Memorial Ser-
vices from around the State and in Washington D.C.  Nick Rodman’s 
name was added to the Memorial Wall in Louisville and in D.C. 

Being a member of the Law Enforcement Team for Special 
Olympics Kentucky, continues to be a privilege and provides the oppor-
tunity to participate in a variety of special events whose goals are to 
raise both funds and awareness.  But it is also a disappointment to see 
a dwindling number of officers able to give a few hours of their time in 
the law enforcement effort for Special Olympics Kentucky.  There are a 
variety of events happening in your community and in our state.  There 
is always a need for more officers in the Final Leg and awarding medals 
at the games.  Check out the photos in this issue or on the SOKY web 
site or Facebook pages.   
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President’s Report 
Greetings Brothers and Sisters,  

I hope all are enjoying their summer and your families while we have a lull in 
the action from continuous FOP business.  Your State FOP Executive Board 
continues to be very active and busy since our last conferences.  At the con-
clusion of this last legislative session we passed important bills and also suf-
fered losses on some very important bills.  Your legislative committee passed 
a very important bill that corrected the line of duty death benefit for our fallen 
officers and members.  This was extremely important for our widows and chil-
dren to receive benefits they are entitled to and deserve.  While it still needs 
some tweaking, which we will visit in the future, it was a great accomplishment 
and first step.  We and all workers will suffer in the future as the horrible Work-
ers Comp bill passed this session.  Time will show how terrible this bill is and 
will affect our members who suffer permanent partial disabilities on the job.   

As many of you know the Kentucky State FOP joined the KEA (teachers) in 
suing the state over the pension law that was passed.  As of this moment we 
have been successful in court on having a permanent injunction filed.  Howev-
er, the case is not over as it will be going to the State Supreme Court.  We are 
very optimistic that we will prevail again. Stay tuned.    

Second Vice-President Robert Bubba Bringhurst has retired and moved to 
Florida.  He has resigned his position but honorably stayed on a few months 
until I filled his position.  We should all be grateful for Bubba’s many years of 
service to our great Order and his dedication to all our members.  I have ap-

pointed Brother Tim Davis to the position of Second Vice President and Brother David Burks to the position of 
Chaplain, a position Brother Burks held on the Executive Board for several years prior.  We are in good 
hands with these two men filling these positions. Please give them all the support they need going forward.   

We have several important issues coming up at he Fall Conference in October in Paducah.  I hope as many 
trustees and delegates that can possibly attend will make ever effort to be there. 

Also our Expansion Committee has been following up on requests to establish new lodges.  We are very 
close to chartering a new lodge in Versailles/Woodford County.  They are an exciting and motivated group 
that will do well and should have a substantial membership when all is said and done. 

In closing let me state again what an honor it is to serve as your President.  I hope to see you in Western 
Kentucky in October and if I can be of assistance to any lodge please contact me. 

Always remember these words, “If it’s not good for the order…..Then it’s not good!” 

Perl Perdue, Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
KY State FOP President                                                                                                                                                                                                        
(850)808-2020                                                                                                                                                                                                         
bperdue@clarkcokysheriff.com 

  

 

Berl Perdue, Jr. 

Kentucky State FOP President 

(859) 808-2020 

(859) 744-4390 

bperdue@clarkcokysheriff.com 
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Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

     I hope everyone is healthy and doing well. As I have reported in the 
past our current fundraiser JAK  has had some very disappointing results 
in recent months because of a Federal Court of Appeals ruling dealing 
with phone solicitation. As a result we have gone to a year to year contract 
agreement with JAK and the future of our partnership with them is uncer-
tain. However, we have contracted with another company, Public Out-
reach Solicitations and, as of the writing of this letter, are still awaiting the 
start of their fundraising.  Hopefully by the fall conference in October, I will 
be able to report some good news on Public Outreach and some good 
numbers as well.  

     As we have talked about before, phone solicitation in this country are 
beginning to dry up with fewer and fewer homes using landlines. But the 
FOP has partnered with another company to help make up the loss in our 
solicitations and the best part of the whole business is that you as a mem-
ber and all of your family can make money for the State FOP by doing 
nothing more that something that most of you do already. Shopping on 
line! Studies show that 79% of us already shop on line. And by simply log-
ging into the parent portal, www.lowpricelocators.com/kyfop for every dol-
lar you spend purchasing an item on line through one of thousands of par-
ticipating companies, the state FOP will net 1%. If all 10,000 of our mem-
bers spent just $100 a year shopping on line through lowpricelocator.com 
you would net the state lodge $10,000. I personally have already spent 
considerably more than that on trips and other purchases and I am not 

normally an online shopper.  

     Once you go on to the site, you will see the hundreds of participating vendors and can purchase thou-
sands of products through the site. This includes Amazon, Target, Macys, Walmart, Nordstroms and many, 
many other retailers. You can also purchase vehicles through TruCar and virtually every travel site partici-
pates including Travelocity, Expedia, Hotels.com and you can even rent a car from Enterprise on our site.  

This site, lowpricelocators.com may be the future and the new norm for solicitations for the FOP. And as I 
said earlier, it requires nothing more from you other than to log into the sight. Once you log in the first time to 
www.lowpricelocator.com/kyfop  every time you log in after that it will automatically direct you to that sight 
each time. To assure that the state FOP is receiving credit for your search, simply scroll to the end of the 
page and look for the Kentucky Fraternal Order of Police at the bottom. Just by logging onto the page, even 
if you don’t make a purchase, the KYFOP will receive credit for the search. 

     So remember when you consider making your next online purchase, please log into lowpricelocator.com 
first and help support your Ky State Fraternal Order of Police.  

If you have any questions about this site at all or if I can help or serve you in any other way, please don’t 
hesitate to ask. 

 
Fraternally, 

Mike Sweeney, Vice President 

msween@windstream.net 

 

Vice President’s Report 

Mike Sweeney  

Kentucky State FOP  

Vice President 
msween@windstream.net 
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Retiring Second Vice President’s Report 
To the Membership of the Kentucky State Lodge,  

Well I did it. I retired from law enforcement after 41 years of full time work 
in the law enforcement field, it is time to call it quits.   

35 1/2 years with the University of Louisville Police Department and 5 1/2 
years with the Murray State University Police Department.   

I told Shannon when I took the position at Murray State that when I quit I 
would move her to Florida and warmer weather.  So that is what I am do-
ing.  We downsized and sold just about everything with plans on living in a 
RV and work in a RV campground.  We were offered jobs at a KOA in the 
Tampa Bay area and started working for them in mid-May for their summer 
season.  If things work out, we will work for them year round. 

As I will no longer be a resident of Kentucky, I cannot properly serve our 
members across the Commonwealth until the next election in 2019.  This 
is my last letter as the State 2nd Vice President as I asked Berl and Mike 
to accept my letter of resignation for the good of the Order.   

I joined the FOP as a founding member of the UofL Lodge 30 in 1989.  I 
served as the Lodge President for the first two years of the Lodge before 
serving for 18 years as the State Trustee.  9 years ago I was elected as 
the State 2nd Vice President and proudly served our Kentucky member-
ship.  The FOP friendships I have made over the years are the ones I hold 
dearest in my heart.   

Shannon and I plan to keep our FOP membership with Murray Lodge 23, 
and remain part of the Kentucky FOP. Our love for the Kentucky State 

Lodge and all our friends will never die.  We are hoping to return for the Fall 
Conference in Paducah to see everyone and to tell folks, in person, where we have gone to.  Shannon has 
also told me that we WILL be in New Orleans in August of 2019.    

My dream was always to serve on the State E-Board.  Thank you for allowing me to do so.  While it was 
easy to tell MSU I was leaving, this letter is one of the hardest thing I have done because of the love I have 
to each of you and for the organization.  

I am and always will be at your service, and will to the best of my ability assist the Kentucky State Lodge 
when called upon. To everyone thank you for your friendship. 

 

Fraternally, 

Robert “Bubba” Bringhurst 

bubbathecop@yahoo.com 

And Shannon! 

 

 

 

 

Robert Bringhurst 

Kentucky State FOP 

Retiring Second Vice President 

bubbathecop@yahoo.com 
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State Secretary’s Report 
 

Where does the time go?  By the time you get this, summer will be in full 
swing and we will all be waiting for the kids to go back to school and 
cooler weather.   

Your expansion committee has been hard at work with the creation of the 
Bourbon Trail Lodge #90.  I really like the name and they appear to have 
a promising future.  Preliminary work is underway for the creation of one 
or two more Lodges in the near future.  Our numbers are growing almost 
daily.  

 Since the first of the year we have had approximately 25 death benefits 
paid to our member’s families.  I would encourage each Local Lodge 
leader to keep up with their membership as much as possible and for-
ward information to the State Lodge at the time of a member’s death.  
Occasionally benefits are not requested for a year or so after someone 
dies. 

The State Lodge has encountered a great loss with the resignation of 
Brother Robert “Bubba” Bringhurst.  He decided to leave Murray State 
University and he and Shannon have moved to Florida.  With this resig-
nation the office of 2nd. Vice President was vacant and Tim Davis has 
agreed to move from Chaplin to Second VP.  The vacancy of Chaplin 
was filled by President Perdue with the appointment of Bro. David Burks.  

I’m sure David will do a fine job filling this void due to the fact that he had previously held the office of Chap-
lin.  If anyone is interested with the merchandise committee I would urge them to contact President Perdue.  
Bubba is a great friend and has done a tremendous job for our members in the past.  I’m certain that his de-
cision to resign was not an easy one and he will be dearly missed. 

The Paducah Lodge is up and running with arrangements for this Fall’s State Conference.  Please check the 
State Lodge’s website for information and registration forms. It has been awhile since we visited Paducah 
and I am sure that they will do an excellent job and I am looking forward to heading west. 

Your State Lodge legislative committee did a great job during the past session of the General Assembly and 
we all owe them a great deal of gratitude for their job.  Their jobs were made considerably more difficult by 
individuals who circumvented the Committee and made statements to legislative leaders without the Commit-
tee’s knowledge.  

Articles written by individual members should be submitted to the editor of the Knight Beat for consideration. 

I hope that everyone has a safe and enjoyable summer and if the State Lodge can be of any assistance, 
please contact me at 502-724-8574 or via email at denisspaalding@hotmail.com. 
  

  

  

      

  

  

 

Denis Spalding 

Kentucky State FOP 

Secretary 

denisspalding@hotmail.com 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Brothers and Sisters, 

It has already been a long hot summer. Hopefully everyone is staying 
safe and cool.  

The Kentucky Executive Board members have been working very hard to 
build the Fraternal Order of Police into the organization that you want. 
We listen to your concerns and needs and try to do our best to meet 
those expectations. 

One thing that we have addressed is establishing a Kentucky Fraternal 
Order of Police Foundation. This foundation is a 501(C)(3) and the dona-
tions made to the foundation will be tax deductible. We already have con-
tributors that are making monthly donations. If you have someone that 
wants to make a donation and claim it on their taxes, please put them in 
contact with me and I will work with them to get the donation into the 
foundation fund. A donation to most local lodges does not allow the donor 
to claim this as a tax deduction because local lodges fall under the 501
(C)(8) tax code.  

Additionally, the Executive Board has been working to develop a Political 
Action Committee (PAC) that will allow donations to go towards support-
ing our legislative team in Frankfort. This is still being reviewed by our 
legal counsel and hopefully will be in place by the fall conference.  

The Executive Board has made a commitment to be very cognizant of 
how our budgets are being managed. I know that each and every member of the executive board is cutting 
their expenses to bare bones minimum. This is helping with controlling the overall expenses of the organiza-
tion. By doing this and with the efforts of our expansion committee, we are starting to see some small gains 
with the budget. We need to continue to work hard, not only on the state level, but the local level to be able to 
continue to provide our members quality services at a reasonable cost. If you have been paying attention to 
the economy, you realize that inflation is creeping up and that means our expenses are also getting higher. 
Fundraising is not what it use to be, so the executive board may have some tough decisions to make in the 
future. By controlling our expenses now, we may be able to push these decisions down the road a little.  

In closing, I want to thank everyone for all of your hard work over the past legislative session. It was a tough 
session and we didn’t get the results we had hope for in many cases, however we did win some battles and 
those were the direct result of our members working hard in a grass roots effort to help our cause. You will be 
needed this fall. We need each and every member to get out and work to elect the candidates that support 
the FOP. You can make a difference! Just look at what the efforts of a few members from Lodge 614 made in 
the primary. This shook up a lot of people in Frankfort. Think of what could happen if 10,000 members 
worked together this fall. We will shock Frankfort and send the message that if you do not support the FOP, 
we will remember it at the ballot box. Let’s do this! 

As always, Stay Safe and watch each others backs! 

Brother Bryan Bogard 

 

Bryan Bogard 

Kentucky State Lodge 

Treasurer 

bbogard0219@gmail.com 
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Chaplain’s Report 
 

 Hello to my Brothers and Sisters of the Kentucky Fraternal Order of 
Police. It is summertime in Kentucky and this year, May came in like a Fire 
Storm. The heat has already been unbearable at times, but we know in Ken-
tucky, it will get hotter. I have a few things to cover in this article and I want to 
start with a huge Thank You to the members who have given me the honor to 
serve you as your State Lodge Chaplain for the last 16 plus years. My goal 
when we started this journey in 2001, was to grow our State Memorial Service 
and to serve our members in their times of struggle and loss. Although neither 
of these goals could be accomplished alone, I feel that the Kentucky Fraternal 
Order of Police has worked together to accomplish these goals and our mem-
bers are the greatest in the organization.  

With this said, I am both saddened and excited to share with you that I have 
been asked by our worthy State Lodge President to resign as your State 
Lodge Chaplain and become the Second Vice President for the State Lodge. 
Brother “Bubba” Bringhurst has resigned his position with the State Lodge and 
moved to the beaches of Florida. Bubba has assured us that he will be back, 
but not able to serve from such a long distance. I will be filling his vacated 
seat on the board and look forward to serving our membership. Although my 
role on the board has changed, my dedication and loyalty to the State Lodge 
will never diminish. I also want to welcome David Burks back to the board as 
he has accepted and will complete this term as our State Lodge Chaplain. Da-
vid passed this torch on to me in 2001 and now I will pass it back. Thank you 
David for both, allowing me the opportunity to serve and now your willingness 
to serve again. I look forward to working with you.  

On Saturday, 6-16-2018, the State E-Board met in Lexington for our annual 
Summer Board Meeting. At this meeting, President Purdue presented a check to the Memorial Committee for 
$2500 toward the expense of this year’s Memorial Service. Additionally, the donor, Gen Canna, plans to 
make this an annual donation to help with the costs of the Memorial Service. To our Donor, Thank you. I will 
continue to work with the Memorial Committee and also the Critical Incident Response Committee. We are 
also in the very early stages of trying to charter a new lodge in Western Kentucky and hopefully, I will have 
additional information to share at the Fall Conference.    

 In closing, I want to thank each of you for allowing me to serve on your State Executive Board. If you 
need to talk with me or have me visit your lodge, call me at 270-836-9131 or email timothy.davis@kctcs.edu.  
I look forward to hearing from you. God Bless each of you, God Bless America, and God Bless the Fraternal 
Order of Police.    

 

Tim Davis  

Kentucky State FOP  

Chaplain  

timothy.davis@kctcs.edu 

A Special Message from the Editor: 

My sincere apology for the delay in this Summer issue.  Although the State Board Officer’s reports were writ-
ten in Mid-Summer, the information is still very relevant and important.  There was a multitude of photos sub-
mitted and the issue contains a maximum of 52 pages.  Creating and designing each new issue is a chal-
lenge as well as a way for me to continue to serve this great fraternal organization.  Any suggestions or ideas 
would be appreciated.  Please take a moment to text me:  502:594-9396, or email me:                                  
patsyknightbeat@att.net. 



9 

Sergeant at Arms’ Report 
Hello brothers and sisters,  

I hope everyone is having a great summer.  I hope everyone’s sewage is work-
ing well after the legislature worked so hard to pass that sewage bill on the last 
day.  Oh wait, that bill didn’t have much to do with water.  I hope everyone re-
members who voted for that bill and remember they are not your friend. 

Many of you are already aware, but if not, I am now among the retired.  I retired 
from the Bowling Green Police Department on July 1st.  The decision to retire 
was difficult, but it will now allow me to do much more for all of you.  I plan to be 
more involved in Frankfort and I have spoken to President Perdue and he is 
aware that I will be more involved than ever.  That being said, I am available for 
any of you with anything FOP.  Just call me in coach.  I am not beholden to any 
agency for any reason, so if you need someone to stand for you, I’m your guy.   

Expansion needs to be on everyone’s mind. Any time you are in a training or 
other event and the people you are with are not FOP, please reach out to them.  
All you have to do is open the door and I or others from the expansion commit-
tee or E board will pick it up from there.  The more lodges and more members 
we have, the stronger we are as a group.  We have done good things in Frank-
fort, but only because of our numbers and the fact that those numbers respond 
when asked. 

I look forward to seeing you all in Paducah this fall.  I want to thank the 
Paducah lodge for stepping up and hosting.  We have not been to Bowling 

Green in a few years so I hope to have you all down for a great time in the near future.  Enjoy the summer 
and please call me or email me if you have any needs 270-779-1549 shawn.helbig@yahoo.com. 

Shawn Helbig  

 

Shawn Helbig 

Kentucky State FOP 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Shawn.helbig@yahoo.com 

Candlelight Service in 
Washington, DC during  
National Police Week  
See other DC photos 
on pages:   10, & 15 
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Chairman of Trustees’ Report 
Brothers and Sisters,  

  I hope everyone had a good time in Louisville for the Spring Boards.  
It is always nice to see old friends and make new ones.  I am looking 
forward to see everyone in Paducah in the fall.  These meetings are 
very important for our members.  It is very important to attend these 
meetings, we have seen that what effects members in certain parts of 
the state, eventually affects us all.  The exchanging of ideas on how to 
combat the attacks on us, is one of the very reasons for meeting. There 
are always new attacks that must be defended and new ways to do so.  

  We are at a very trying time of our profession, with attacks on our 
pensions, a work force that is hard to maintain and recruits being hard-
er to find.  We must stay diligent in our fight for our rights.  The last leg-
islative session did not go as we had hoped, however we as an organi-
zation showed that we are united and strong.  Our legislative team did 
a great job representing us in Frankfort.  We are truly blessed to have 
them representing us.  We all know that the fight is not over and we 
must stay diligent.    

  I want to take an opportunity to Thank Brother Bringhurst for his many 
years of service to this organization.  You have always been a voice of 
reason and your leadership will be missed.  I hope and pray that you 
and your lovely bride enjoy your easy living. 

 

Scott Hildebrand 

Kentucky State FOP 

Chairman Board of Trustees 

smhilt685@hotmail.com 

Vintage cars on display during National Police Week 
in Washington, D.C. 
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Immediate Past President 
Dearest Brothers and Sisters, 

     Greetings from Northern Kentucky! I hope all of you are having a safe sum-
mer.  Since my last Knight Beat report, I have attended the National Law En-
forcement Memorial in Washington D.C. This year was a notable year for my 
brothers and sisters from the Covington Police Department.  It marked the 20th 
year since the death of Michael Anthony Partin, who fell from the Clay Wade 
Bailey Bridge assisting a fellow officer with a foot pursuit. (E.O.W. 1/4/1998) I 
was pleased to see so many officers from across the Northern Kentucky Re-
gion present to honor Mike’s memory at the national memorial wall.   

 These memories brought me to reflect and remember our genuine 
need for community within our local FOP lodges.  I remember in January 
1998, I was the president-elect for Covington FOP Lodge #1 when Mike fell 
from the bridge.  Our FOP lodge quickly filled with officers, families of officers, 
citizens and just good people who wanted to help support the police following 
this tragic incident.  It became a place where we could gather to remember 
our fallen brother and to plan for his funeral and be able to cry with one anoth-
er.  It was a special place, where we all went, where we all wanted to be, it 
was a place we were searching for comfort.  It is sad that these are the times 
that bring so many of us together.  Now, as time goes by we sadly forget about 
the true reasons we need to gather together at the FOP lodge.  And your 
lodge doesn't have to be a physical building, it can be anywhere that we join 
with one another for support and fellowship. We need to comfort and support 
one another during all times, tragic or not.  We should take time to remember 
and understand what our greater purpose is and take care of one another 
working in this difficult profession.  Let us not wait for a tragedy to strike before 
we take the time to spend time with our FOP colleagues.  

You have my word; I will always work tirelessly to maintain the integrity and honor of our noble order as well 
as our chosen profession. Please be safe my brothers and sisters, life is fragile and your job is dangerous. 
May God bless you… and may God bless our Fraternal Order of Police! 

 

Respectfully 

Spike Jones 
Spike Jones 

Immediate Past President                

Kentucky State Lodge  

 

 

Spike Jones 

Kentucky State FOP 

Immediate Past President 

spikejones0095@gmail.com 

Constant Contact  

 

For immediate notification and updated news from the Kentucky State Lodge sign up for Constant 
Contact.  

· Simply go to the Kentucky State Lodge Web Site Home Page: www.kystatefop.com  

· Look for the blue headings on the left and click on the one that reads: Sign Up Constant Contact.  

· Submit the requested information and you will begin receiving all State FOP notices.  

Any member can sign up, but Lodge Board Members are encouraged to sign up so you can keep 
your brothers and sisters informed. 



12 

Legal Advisor’s Report 
 “Breaking the Bank” 

Kentucky Police Officers will soon be facing major changes in their pen-

sion plan. For the last few months, state employees across the Com-

monwealth have protested the upcoming change in the state pension 

fund. Now that the Legislature has spoken, what many feared is soon to 

become a reality. 

On July 1st, 2018, Kentucky’s pension fund will suffer a drastic change 

as a result of the passage of Senate Bill 151 (“SB 151”). On February 

15th, 2018, SB 151 was introduced as a 11-page bill relating to sewer 

services. On March 29th, after a private unannounced meeting was held 

in a small conference room, the bill was amended to a 291-page 

“pension reform” bill. While the media’s major focus has been on the ef-

fect on teachers’ pensions, all state employees will be affected. After 

Governor Bevin signed SB 151 into law on April 10th, 2018, Attorney 

General Andy Beshear, the Kentucky Education Association (“KEA”), 

and the Kentucky State Lodge Fraternal Order of Police (“F.O.P.”) filed a 

lawsuit and a Motion for Temporary Injunction in Franklin County Circuit 

Court claiming violations of the Kentucky Constitution and various state 

statutes, including breach of an “inviolable” contract.1 Under the inviolable contract, the Commonwealth 

promised Kentucky’s public employees a guarantee of certain retirement benefits in exchange for their public 

services with a vow to not impair or break that contract. In other words, if you entered the pension system 

prior to SB 151’s passage, you were guaranteed certain benefits that could not be changed. General 

Beshear and the F.O.P. believe that SB 151 violates the inviolable contract. Beshear claims, “… SB 151 

substantially alters and ultimately reduces the retirement benefits of the over 200,000 active members of the 

pension systems, including teachers, police officers, and firefighters.”2  

The Kentucky State Police Retirement System (“SPRS”), Kentucky Employees Retirement System 

(“KERS”), and County Employees Retirement System (“CERS”) pension rights and benefits are a part of the 

inviolable contract agreed upon by the Legislature. The current pension agreement, prior to SB 151, 

“guarantees SPRS Tier I members may use accumulated, unused sick leave to determine retirement eligibil-

ity.”3  “Section 16 of SB 151 prohibits SPRS Tier I employees from using sick leave service credit for retire-

ment eligibility if they retire on or after January 1, 2019.”4  The KERS pension rights and benefits inviolable 

contract are found in KRS 61.510-61.705. “The inviolable contract allows lump-sum payments for compensa-

tory time to be included in the creditable compensation of Tier I non-hazardous employees. Section 14 of SB 

151 expressly excludes lump-sum payments from creditable compensation for non-hazardous, Tier I em-

ployees, retiring after July 1, 2023.”5  The CERS pension rights and benefits inviolable contract are found in 

KRS 78.510-78.852. “Under prior law, uniform and equipment allowances may be included in CERS mem-

bers’ creditable compensation.6  Section 15 of SB 151 expressly excludes uniform and equipment allow-

 

Steve Wolnitzek  

Kentucky State FOP  

Legal Advisor     
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ances as well as undefined “other expense allowances,” paid on or after January 1, 2019, from creditable 

compensation.” These are just a few examples of how the new bill alters SPRS, KERS, and CERS benefits. 

The treachery of the new bill doesn’t stop there. Sections 2, 13, 19, 46, and 56 of the Kentucky Constitution 

were violated when the Legislature and Governor Bevin passed and signed SB 151 into law. For example, 

“Section 2 of the Kentucky Constitution provides, absolute and arbitrary power over the lives, liberty and 

property of freeman exists nowhere in a republic, not even in the largest majority. SB 151 was passed in a 

procedure that violated constitutional and statutory requirements, … deprives public employees of their con-

stitutional and statutory rights, and therefore violates the rights of the people of the Commonwealth to be free 

from the exercise of arbitrary power…”7 The Kentucky Constitution protects the rights of the citizens of the 

Commonwealth and the passage of SB 151 was the product of many procedural violations that deprived citi-

zens of those rights. 

To get an idea of the economic impact of SB 151, General Beshear and the F.O.P. tapped the Execu-

tive Director of the Kentucky Center for Economic Policy, Jason Bailey, to weigh in on the long-term econom-

ic effects of the bill. In a sworn affidavit, Bailey estimates that the bill “will cost $3.3 billion in debt for the state 

pension systems and $1.7 billion in debt for the local pension systems over the next 35 years.”8  Bailey per-

formed what is called an “actuarial analysis” which forecasts the future economic impact of legislation. The 

Kentucky Legislature failed to conduct an actuarial analysis on SB 151 and therefore, failed to assess any 

other economic alternatives that may be available. Failure to do such is also a violation of the Kentucky Con-

stitution. Additionally, prior to the passage of SB 151, “the state and local non-hazardous plan guaranteed 

workers a 4 percent rate of return and gave them 75 percent of investment returns above that amount, while 

the new plan under SB 151 will … guarantee only a 0 percent rate of return and 85 percent of investment re-

turns above that level. That means less in retirement benefits for these workers.” 

These actions by Governor Bevin and the Kentucky Legislature have left police officers with a very 

difficult choice – retire now or lose the pension benefits they were promised. When SB 151 takes effect in 

July, hundreds of police officers will be forced to retire in order to salvage the pension benefits they were 

promised. A hearing on the lawsuit was held on June 7th, 2018, at the Franklin County Circuit Court but at the 

time of the Knight Beat deadline, so no decision had been rendered on the Temporary Injunction.  

The author wishes to acknowledge the assistance given to him in the preparation of this article by 

Chase College of Law student, Austin Apsley, who currently serves as his law clerk. 

1  See KRS 21.480, KRS 61.692, KRS 78.852, and KRS 161.714 
2  Andy Beshear, et. al. v. Matthew G. Bevin, et. al., Civil Action No.: 18-CI-00379, “Memorandum in Support of Motion for Temporary Injunctio” 
3  Andy Beshear, et. al. v. Matthew G. Bevin, et. al., Civil Action No.: 18-CI-00379, “Verified Complaint for a Declaration of Rights, a Temporary 
Injunction, and a Permanent Injunction.”  
4  Id. 
5  Id. 
6  Id. 
7  Id.  
8  Exhibit B from Andy Beshear, et. al. v. Matthew G. Bevin, et. al., Civil Action No.: 18-CI-00379, “Verified Complaint for a Declaration of Rights, a 
Temporary Injunction, and a Permanent Injunction.” 
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Legal Advisor’s report cont.   

UPDATE 

On June 20th, 2018, Judge Shepherd ruled that SB151 was passed in an unconstitutional manner and 

therefore permanently enjoined the enforcement of SB151. In effect, SB151 is null and void and all of its pro-

visions will not take effect. As such, the situation is as if this bill was never passed. 

The next step would be for the Governor to ask the Court to reconsider and he has 10 days to do so. 

That will not likely happen and if it does not, he has 30 days to appeal this matter. While an appeal would 

generally go to the Court of Appeals, but both sides have suggested that any appeal bypass the Court of Ap-

peals and go directly to the Supreme Court. Whether that occurs is ultimately up to the Supreme Court.  

For now, SB151 is dead. What the future holds is anyone’s guess. The law is not unconstitutional be-

cause of what it does, but because of how it was passed. The fight is not over. Round one went to the good 

guys. Stay tuned.  

 

The Kentucky State Lodge, FOP Member of the Year Award is presented at the Annual State Conference. 
The following guidelines are to be followed to nominate a member for this distinguished award.  

· All nominations must be submitted in legible, typewritten form (four copies) giving all pertinent information 
as to why the member should be considered for the award.  

· All applications must be signed by the president, vice president, secretary and/or treasurer of the subor-
dinate lodge in good standing. No member shall submit his/her own name for this award.  

· Applicants will be considered on the basis of their career in law enforcement, their involvement in the 
FOP, and services they have rendered to the community.  

· Only active FOP members currently working in the law enforcement profession, or honorably retired will 
be considered for this award.  

· All nominations will be sent to the committee chairman who will disseminate copies to each committee 
member.  

· To allow the committee ample time to consider each nomination; they must be received no later than two 
weeks before the Conference.  

· After each committee member has reviewed all nominations, they will advise the committee chairman of 
their choice to receive the award.  

· The committee chairman, after receiving each committee member’s selection in writing, will advise the 
committee as a whole as to the nominee who received the most number of votes, and will declare that 
nominee the winner of the award.  

· The committee chairman will then advise the state president of the committee’s selection, and will follow 
the president’s direction as to preparation of a member of the year plaque.  

The committee chairman will present the award at the annual State Conference. Send all nominations to 
Brother Don Brashear, Chairman: Member of the Year Committee; 101 Cornett Hill Drive, Hazard, KY 

 

Member of the Year Award 
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 National Police Week—Washington D.C. 
 POLICE WEEK IS A TIME to honor those heroes we have 

lost, and celebrate those who have served across our 
country with a series of special events!! 

Motorcycle escorts 

The family of Nick Rodman with LMPD Chief Conrad:  George,  
Carly, Linda, Ashley and Andy 

President Trump speaks at the National FOP Service. 

Parades and Bagpipes 
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National Police Week 2018:  Road to Hope 

Law Enforcement United-Team Kentucky participates in the 2018 Road to Hope 

  
On May 8, the members of Team Kentucky arrived in Chesapeake, Virginia to prepare for the three-day, 250-
mile bicycle ride to Washington, DC which began May 10 to kick off the start of National Police Week. Lexing-
ton Officer Roman Puchovsky, Bardstown Officer Nathan Phillips, and Owensboro Officer Craig Sutter were 
joined by survivors Amy Ellis, Kris Phillips, Brenda Tiffany, and Emily Sticklen.  2018 was the first year for Na-
than.   
Team Kentucky joined approximately 400 other riders and support staff on the Virginia Route.  The Virginia 
Route is one of five routes completed by LEU members annually to raise money for the National Concerns of 
Police Survivors, the Officer Down Memorial Page, and the Spirit of Blue Foundation.  In total, LEU has nearly 
1,000 members from across the United States.  
The ride kicked off at 7 am on May 10 with a departure ceremony at the host hotel in Chesapeake.  The usual 
108-mile day was shortened due to severe weather in the Richmond, Virginia area.  Craig Sutter had the hon-
or to read the End of Watch for LMPD Ofc. Nick Rodman during a stop in Carrolton, Virginia.  
A hot and steamy Day 2 began in Richmond, Virginia.  Virginia Governor Ralph Northam spoke to LEU during 
the lunch break. 85 miles later, we arrived in Stafford, Virginia.  
The weather continued to be hot as Day 3 began in Stafford, Virginia. The members of the Virginia route be-
gan the final leg of 50 miles towards Washington, DC, and the arrival ceremony at Hains Point in East Poto-
mac Park. For the arrival, every rider receives a flag memorializing a fallen officer.  Riders receiving a flag for 
a 2018 line of duty death presented the flags to the respective survivors at the arrival ceremony.  
Brenda and Roman were greeted at the arrival by members of the Kentucky State Police and Lexington Honor 
Guards.  

The LEU National Executive Director Wallace Chadwick presented a check to all of LEU's beneficiaries at the 
arrival ceremony totaling almost $750,000.  Chadwick presented checks to COPS for $592,000.  The donation 
to COPS fully funds the Kids' Camp held each summer in Wisconsin while the money received by ODMP sup-
ports the website.  The Spirit of Blue Foundation provides tourniquets and other safety equipment to law en-
forcement agencies.  
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Following the ride, Brenda had this to say:  
"Another great Road to Hope ride.  I've participated for two years now and can honestly say, from a survivor 
perspective, this is a healing ride. Being surrounded by law enforcement and other survivors riding in honor 
of the fallen. It's a tough, rewarding ride.  My favorite part is seeing the appreciation on the faces of families 
joining the painful grief journey.  If you have the opportunity to do this, it's a huge meaningful accomplish-
ment.  
This was the third year for Team Kentucky participating in the Road to Hope and we are looking to grow for 
2019.  If you are interested in joining us you must be an active or retired law enforcement officer or a survi-
vor of a fallen officer. Registration opens to new members on August 1, 2018.  The Virginia Route will fill 
quickly so please contact Team Leader Craig Sutter at cmsutter@gmail.com for more information.  
If you aren't able to join us but would like to hold a fundraiser in your area, please let us know.  Many res-
taurants support fundraisers by donating a portion of sales on designated nights. We will also be able to take 
donations through the team fundraising page beginning in July.  
Team Kentucky wants to thank all of our supporters including the Bluegrass Lodge #4, Owensboro Lodge 
#16, Old Kentucky Home Lodge #43, Kentucky Chapter of Concerns of Police Survivors and the Louisville 
Metro Police Foundation. With their help and many others, Team Kentucky was able to raise over $10,000 
this year.  
Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/teamkentuckyLEU 
  

  

National Police Week:  Road To Hope 
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We honor and remember Brother Nick Rodman W 

Brother Nick Rodman ‘s 

name is written on our  me-

morial tablet and  en-

scrolled within our hearts 

and his memory will be dear 

to us forevermore! 
An excerpt from the Fraternal Order of Police    fu-

neral/memorial service ritual. 

National Memorial                                           

Washington, D.C. 

National Memorial 

Washington, D. C. 

Louisville—Jefferson County Memorial at Jefferson Park 
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We Honor and Remember Brother Nick Rodman 

Many fundraising events have been held and a 
variety of artistry has been created to commemo-
rate his passing.  A street sign was erected to re-
name the street in the First District.  
 
 
Thanks to Mike Alvey and Tessa Priddy for their help 

with the photos on these three pages. 
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We Honor and Remember Brother Nick Rodman  

Ben Rhodes, #41 honored the 
memory of Nick Rodman at the Alsco 
300 in the NASCAR Camping World 
Truck Series in Sparta at the Ken-
tucky Speedway.  His Ford F150 in-
cluded Officer Nick Rodman’s name 
and car number.  #41 finished in first 
place on July 12 and the Rodman 
family is included in the victory photo 
below.    
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2018 Kentucky Roll Call of Heroes 

Supreme Sacrifice  

River City Lodge 614 
Louisville Metro Police Department 

Nicholas Rodman 
EOW:  March 29, 2017   

 
Honoring Our Brothers and Sisters 

Bluegrass Lodge 4 
Lexington Metro Police Dept 
Roger Alexander 
William Fockele 
Fred Kelly 
William McKinley 
 
Limestone Lodge 5 
Aberdeen Police Dept 
Jerry Lang 
 
Hazard Lodge 7 
Hazard Police Dept 
Edgar M. Reynolds Jr. 
 
Campbell County 10 
Campbell County Sheriff’s Office 
KY Dept of Probation and Parole 
Rose Baker 
 
Kenton County Lodge 20 
Kenton County Detention Center 
Norman Burkhart 
Donald Knuehl 
 
Deputy Sheriff’s Lodge 25 
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office 
Mary B. Downs 
Joseph Lee Gravatte 
James Greene 
Kenneth Lucas 
 

Jeffersontown Lodge 26 
Jeffersontown Police Dept 
Kirk Lessig 
 
G.W. Young Lodge 29 
Pike County Sheriff’s Dept 
John Mattingly 
Williard Morrison 
 
University of Louisville Lodge 30 
University of Louisville Police Dept 
Terry L. Jones  
 
Thoroughbred Lodge 38 
Paris Police Dept 
Peter French Clough 
 
William R. Burns Memorial Lodge 39 
Hardin County Detention Center 
Josephine M. Beck 
 
Knights of Justice Lodge 53 
KY Dept of Corrections 
Francisco Morales Jr. 
 
Erlanger/Elsmere Lodge 55 
Erlanger Police Dept 
Edwin(Tad) Lainhart 
 
 
 
 

Red River Gorge Lodge 70 
Stanton Police Dept 
Robert E. Mathews 
 
River City Lodge 614 
Jefferson County Police Dept 
Marvin E. Bray 
Bobby Gene Brooks 
James Leroy Burks 
Hershel Doug Eble Jr 
William C. May 
Kenneth William Raymer 
Fred Roemele 
Francis Gerald Thomas 
 
Louisville Division of Police 
Larry Gene Byrd 
Raymond C. Cary 
Morton O. Childress Sr. 
Marion R. Dobbs 
Billy Ray  Epperson 
Jeffrey Craig Fryrear 
William Franklin Lee 
Kenneth McLemore 
William A. Morrison Sr. 
Thomas Edward Murphy 
Earl Osborne 
Howard Tingle 
 
Louisville Metro Police Dept 
Paul Oliver  
 

Honoring Service Animals 

Bell County Sheriff’s Dept 

K9 Kane EOW:  December 3, 2017 

NEVER LET THEM WALK ALONE 
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Kentucky Peace Officers’ Memorial Service 
Keynote Speaker Rebecca Grignon Reker, Louisville Metro Police 
Foundation, and a Survivor shared some words she learned from 
her father:  “...grieve with grace, not as one who has no hope...“ 
1Thessalonians 4:13 

Louisville  Metro Police   
Presents the Colors and 
Maysville Police Honor 
Guard posts the wreath 



23 

Kentucky Peace Officers Memorial Service 

  

Sheriff Berl Perdue, Jr. President of 
the Kentucky State Lodge escorts 
Glenda Lehmann, President of the 
Kentucky State Auxiliary places  
the final carnation for all those not 
included in the roll call  

Officers, families, FOP 
Brothers and Sisters gath-
er inside the Kentucky  
History Center for the  
Memorial Service. 

Ashley Rodman places 
a red carnation in 
memory of her spouse 
Officer Nick Rodman,            
escorted by Nick’s 
Brother Officer Andy 
Rodman 
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Kentucky Peace Officers Memorial Service 

Covington Police Honor Guard leads the pro-
cession to the Old Capitol 

Louisville Police Pipes and Drums pro-
vide music for the procession 

Sheriff Chuck Korzenborn, Kenton 
County Sheriff and bugler followed by 
other Honor Guards and officers con-
tinue the procession to the old capitol.    
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State Peace Officers Memorial Service 
Larry Bush, Jefferson County Sheriffs Lodge #25 sings “My Old Kentucky 
Home” 

Officers, FOP Auxilary and families are gathered at the Old Capitol for the     
conclusion of the service  

Jefferson County Deputy Sheriffs Office Rifle Team gave the final salute 

Wreath placement 
at the memorial 
and Auxiliary 
members add  
carnations:  

Casey Tillman,  
Sarah Russell, 
Glenda Lehmann, 
& Ginny Woolridge 
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Bardstown/Nelson County dedicates Police Memorial 

 

Five names were carved on the Nelson County Police Memorial which was dedicated on Sunday afternoon, 
May 6, 2018.  Deputy Sheriff Brandon Bryan said the project including fundraising was accomplished in sev-
eral months and at the service he thanked all who assisted.  Brandon stated they plan to hold an annual 
service at the memorial in the future.   

Members of the Wimsett, Ferguson and Ellis families attended, to acknowledge their loved ones names be-
ing carved on the memorial: 

Nelson County Deputy Sheriff R. Lee Hagan EOW :  December 15th, 1926 

ABC Investigator William Lee Jones EOW:  May 13th,1969 

Nelson County Deputy Sheriff William Raffo Wimsett Sr. EOW:  May 6th, 1972 

Nelson County Constable Hamilton Ferguson Sr. EOW:  December 2, 1984 

Bardstown Police Officer Jason Ellis EOW:  May 25, 2013      

      

Deputy Sheriff Brandon Bryan 
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Bardstown/Nelson County dedicates Police Memorial 

Amy Ellis, surviving spouse of Officer Jason Ellis, 

Wreath presented by Bardstown PD Sgt. Michael 
Medley and Nelson County Deputy Chris Conway 

Officers and Law Enforcement retired officers who attended the dedication to honor their fallen brothers. 
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Bardstown/Nelson County dedicates Police Memorial 

Retired Bardstown Chief William Marksberry  

Chaplain Carl Lusk 

William Wimsett, Surviving Son of 
Deputy  Sheriff William Wimsett Sr. 
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Northern Kentucky Police Memorial Services  

The Lodges of Northern Ken-
tucky commemorated Police 
Memorial Week 
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Ashland Police Memorial Service 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Way Home 
Honoring National Police Week in Boyd County 
By Greenup County Constable Tammie Womack 
 
ASHLAND -  
Author's Note:  On Monday, May 14, 2018 the Ashland Fraternal Order of Po-
lice Lodge 3 hosted their annual Police Memorial Service at downtown's Christ 
Temple Church to share legacy of fallen members and a roll call of the depart-
ed in celebration and remembrance of National Police Week.  
 
Along with presentation of American Colors and 'Taps,' - as well as prayers and blessings from The Bench 
by the Honorable Boyd County Circuit Judge John Vincent - attendees were offered a Message of song, 
praise, and worship from the Men's Choir of the sanctuary, before the evening closed with a Reception of 
food and fellowship.  
 
With that, the Brothers and Sisters of Lodge 3 present a message of police prayer for our Commonwealth 
and its patient peacekeepers.  
 
We beseech thee, 
 
Dear Lord, our Keeper, we come to you on this Heavenly summertime day to entreat your divine and 
certain protection over our tireless city police officers; courageous sheriff’s deputies; assisting con-
stables, and lionhearted State Patrolmen. 
 
Their polished armor protects us as we head-out into neighborhoods, thoroughfares, and junctions 
on this very day. 
 
Almighty God, you know the ominous alleyways they walk, for townspeople. The hostile beats they 
watch over as guardsmen. The looming country hollows he meets at dusk, God's sunset dipping 
over the fiery-red horizon. One last moment of light to guide him. The hillside a green-clad Conser-
vation Officer scrambles in the hunt for a suspected poacher of God's creatures. 
 
She’s away from her family; shift lasts longer than expected, one more, last-minute call to service. 
Sweet children await her arrival – to read Scripture and tuck them into bed. School bells ring really 
early. Mommy's squad car is late pulling into the driveway. Prays time to cook breakfast, stuff back-
packs, and send her babies off with a hug and kiss.   
 
Heavenly Father Above, you know these policemen need your shelter from the storm, fortification 
against the wicked. A hedge against the hatred of homicide, defiling your gift of wedlock through 
domestic violence.  
 
His body armor is just a small cladding. He needs more. He needs You, Dear God, to look after him 
with your devotion and compassion. He needs you to send Angels and Beacons of mercy. 
 
On this day, as our valued patrolman pins on a silver shield, shed your golden grace upon this mer-
ited duty. 
 
He shall bid his wife and kids goodbye soon for night beat. Filthy needles, red hot liquor, and aban-
donment of children. He sees - and feels - and wonders, why such devilish choices solidify into 
thievery, deception, and falling of his hometown.  
 
Some shall sneer at his cruiser; show disdain for a heavy-starched and pleated uniform. Lord, let 
him look past such insolence – and know he’s on Your Godly mission to revive and resuscitate a 
society gone astray. 
 
No one else has the guts to respond to this pitch-black hideout. So he must. Without pause. Fear is 
digested and his laced boots make the first steps into unknown jeopardy.  
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Ashland Police Memorial Service 
Tonight he shall meet double-crossers and sinners – and deliver righteousness. He will minister, with 
your hearty wisdom. Hope for a new generation to come forth from this deviance and squalor.  
 
Media commentate the next crime wave in the heat. Police are to blame. A spree, plague, scourge, or 
trend. Yet, his good work won't appear in headlines. 
 
It won’t stop him. He will facedown felony and apprehend the wicked. There are surely renegades on 
the freeway. Peril is high. He’s in Your Hands, sweet Jesus.  
 
In pure disdain, this desperado disarms the lawman. 
 
Our precious Savior, Lord of Lords, stay at his side at that very second in time. Be his refuge in the 
loneliness. The highway is hushed, no sirens.  
 
No one is coming to help him. 
 
Present your undying love and serve as the very best backup. Keep him out of harm’s way. 
 
Bring him home to his little girl, dreaming right now of tomorrow's fishing trip with daddy. She wears 
his Kentucky State Police t-shirt as a nightgown tonight.  
 
Dear Lord, impart great fortitude, command, and Heavenly connection. Allow him to be vigilant on his 
lookout. 
 
And, this we pray, if he must meet You – at the end of this starry watch, carry him to the Cross.          
A Thin Blue Line points to the North Star. Show him the way home. 
 
God, we call upon you. As 'Taps' wails across the house of worship and bagpipes weep, bring peace 
to his ever-loving widow. May an angled American flag denote his firefight, his lifesaving, his privi-
lege to protect us. 
 
What he always dreamed to be in childhood. A police officer.  
 
He kept right from wrong. He made the ultimate sacrifice. Bring this squared-away State Trooper to 
golden Paradise. 
 
Dear God, protect our policemen today. Allow them to beckon the Holy Ghost.  And seek You, when 
heavy equipment on duty belts, really, isn't enough.  
 
In the name of you, sweet Jesus. Amen. 
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Louisville/Jefferson County Police Memorial Service 

The 2018 service was coordinat-
ed by River City #614.     

Bill Weedman   

Nik Jelik,  

Dave Mutchler, 

Ginny Woolridge and Dustin Dean  

Louisville Metro Police Honor Guard 
Presented Colors, and placed the 
wreath beside the memorial.  Louisville 
Pipe and Drums provided bagpipe   
music for the service.  At the conclusion 
of the service,  officers and families 
placed carnations beside the memorial.  
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Louisville/Jefferson County Police Memorial Service 

Officers, families and FOP brothers and 
sisters attended this year’s service. 

Louisville Metro Police 
Rifle Team  provided a 
gun salute during the 
service. 
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Louisville/Jefferson County Police Memorial Service 

 

HISTORY OF THE MEMORIAL 

The following is the story of the planning, construction, and 
dedication of the Jefferson County Police Memorial.  This 
narrative is read each year at the Annual Peace Officers 
Memorial Service as a reminder of the agreement of the 
local lodges which undertook the project.    

  

In 1987, discussion began at the urging of then Jefferson 
County Attorney Michael Conliff concerning the establish-
ment of a permanent Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
to honor the men and women who had and would sacrifice 
their lives for the citizens of Jefferson County.  Several lo-
cations were initially considered and with the assistance of 
then Director of Public Properties, Mr. Wendell Wright, an 
area on the northern side of Jefferson Park was secured.  
The design and structure of the memorial was created and 
agreed upon by the local FOP Presidents, Mr. Eric Ander-
son, the Chief Architect for Jefferson County, Mr. Wendell 
Wright and other public officials including Mr. Michael 
Conliff. 

With the location and design finalized, the local FOP lodg-
es began raising funds for the construction from them-
selves and public supporters.  Funds were set aside by 
public officials from their contingency accounts and the 
remaining funds were acquired with the valued assistance 
of Mr. Wright.  Having exhausted their fundraising capabili-
ties, the construction company of R.B. Banta, Inc. agreed 
to construct the memorial for the funds that had been 
raised at that time.  The total of the funds raised were be-
low the amount of any bids that had been tendered at that 
point and yet the construction began. 

During a candlelight ceremony on November 25, 1992, the 
Memorial was dedicated and the Eternal Flame was light-
ed by Mrs. Pam Pysher, wife of slain Officer Frank Pysher.  
Every year since the dedication, a Memorial Service has 
been held during the month of May to coincide with the 
National Peace Officers Memorial Day held each year on 
May 15th that was signed into law in 1962 by President 
John F. Kennedy. 

The eight FOP lodges in Jefferson County have met over 
the years and have decided to establish guidelines for the 
annual observation in an effort to maintain the memory of 
those Officers memorialized on the monument.  For every-
one who had a helping hand in the development of this 
beautiful memorial, we thank you. 
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Lexington Police Memorial Service 
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Spring Board Meeting 

Kentucky FOP Spring Board Meeting was held in Louis-
ville on March 16-18, hosted by Metropolitan Lodge 
#32.  Instead of being downtown on the Ohio Riverfront, 
the Executive Suites off Hurstbourne Lane served as 
the host hotel with meetings at the University of Louis-
ville, Shelby Campus. 

Ryan Straw,    
President of 
Lodge #32        
welcomed every-
one to Louisville 

Officer of the Year recipient, Jeffrey Rodgers, LMPD with KY 
Associate officers: Michelle Hildebrand and Denna Reckers and 
KY President Berl Perdue  

Crystal Keller, 
Lodge #32 

KY Auxiliary Officers 

KY State 
Officers 
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  Spring Board Meeting Photo Gallery 
Editors Note:  Here are your photos from the Spring Board Meeting, thank for participating in this spontane-
ous photo exercise.  Taking photos should be fun and not always work!  Do you recognize your photo? 
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Spring Board Meeting Photo Gallery 
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Bluegrass Lodge #4 

The Photo Gallery on page 33 and 
34 are from the 2017 Christmas 
Shop with a Cop event sponsored 
by Bluegrass Lodge #4 held at the 
Meijers on Reynolds Road.   
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Bluegrass Lodge #4 
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Bluegrass Lodge #4 

Bluegrass Lodge #4 hosted an Easter Egg Hunt  
at its Lodge in March 
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River City Lodge #614 
2018 marked our fourth annual Cruise With The Blue Open Auto Show. This show is always held the day 
before Father’s Day at the infamous Mike Linnig’s Restaurant. All of the monies raised go directly to support 
the River City FOP Lodge #614 Norton Christmas Program, at which large bags of gifts/toys are delivered by 
police officers to every single child at Norton Children’s Hospital in downtown Louisville. At the show, we 
raise money through registration, raffles, silent auctions and donations. At this year’s show we had a tremen-
dous showing of 174 registered vehicles and raised over $4,200 for our Christmas program. The show has 
continuously grown in size and fun and will continue to get better every year. Submitted by Chairman of the 
event Larry Priddy 

Sam Madison with his 
1969 Pontiac Firebird 

Wife, Michelle, and    
daughter Heather  

Arlene Brannon and 
Sue Gunter 

 

 

Tom Pendley with 
his 1933 Chevy   
Pickup  

Matthew Madison 
with his 1999     
Pontiac Firebird 
and Michael              
Newton 

Debbie Weber and   
Frankie Williams              

Rick Wilson with his 1971 
Corvette 
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River City Lodge #614 

Dean Ashcroft with his Corvette Darrell Hyche with his 1965 Shelby Cobra 

Members of the Priddy family: Larry Sr., Brennan and Kandace Fell, Larry Jr. and Sharon                  

Can you find Poodles:  Chanel and Mia? 
DJ’s John Keeling and Rick Wilson 
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River City Lodge #614 

Noah Michael Meece was presented the Vernon “Bud” Johnson 
Memorial Award.  He is the son of Michael Meece.  Noah attend-
ed North Oldham HS and is working on his Eagle Scout status. 
He will attend Univ. of Cincinnati and study Bio-Chem. and  Pre-
Med. 

Lee Mason Hagan was presented the Ray B. Franklin Memorial 
Award.  She is the daughter of Kristina and Christopher Hagan.  
Lee will attend Asbury Univ. and study exercise science. She at-
tended Christian Academy and played cross country basketball. 

Lieutenant Governor Andy Beshear addressed the membership at a Summer meeting.  Scholarships 
were also awarded at the meeting.  

Lt. Governor Beshear discussed sev-
eral current concerns of his office: 

¨ Human Trafficking 

¨ Senior Abuse 

¨ Opoids:  drug disposal programs, 
and lawsuits against manufactur-
ers 

¨ Upholding the Constitution:  Pen-
sion legislation, the promise made 
and the inviolable contract. 

Since Senate Bill 1 died for lack of 
support after protests, the 11 page 
Sewer Bill 151 was gutted and re-
placed with 291 pages of pension re-
form which was passed in 6 hours.  
The court ruled that that this process 
was unconstitutional,  and we will 
await a decision from the Kentucky 
Supreme Court.   
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River City Lodge #614 

Cameron Matthew Sohan was presented the Nick 
Rodman Memorial Award.  Cameron attended East-
ern HS where he played saxophone in the band.  
He  will attend the University of Alabama and study    
Aerospace Engineering. 

Other Scholarships Awarded: 

(not pictured) 

Braeden Thomas Cabrera, son of Alejandro 
and Kimberly Cabrera received The Ralph 
Orms Memorial Award.. 

Haley Ann Glass, daughter of Matthew Glass 
received The David C. Strunk Memorial 
Award.  

Madeline Erin Meagher, daughter of Matt 
Meagher received The Jason Schweitzer 
Memorial Award.  

Jordan Michael Haag was presented the Pe-
ter A. Grignon Memorial Award.  He is the 
son of Michael Haag.  Jordan attended 
Whitefield Academy in Highview where he 
played soccer.  He will attend Bellarmine 
Univ. and study Criminal Justice. 

 

Zachery Christopher Graas received the Dar-
rin K. Potter Memorial Award. He is the son 
of Oscar Graas, Jr.  Zachery attended St. X 
and is an Eagle Scout.  He will attend the 
Univ. of Louisville and study Business. 
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics  
Spring and Summer was 
busy with events. 

Dunkin Donuts                 
National Fundraiser Day for 
Special Olympics 

KY Law Enforcement Director   
Felipe Hernandez 

Ken McFarland and Rick 
Woolridge at the Dunkin  
Donuts  fundraiser 



47 

Law Enforcement for Special Olympics/The Walk 
The 2018 Torch Run Walk in Louisville cele-
brated Fifty Years of Special Olympics and 
honored Sister Regina Bevelacqua, OSU. 
She coached a track and field team in the 
first games in Chicago’s Soldier Field in 
1968.  Sister Regina and Mary Jo Payne are 
co–founders of St. Mary’s Center which has 
completed 25 years of educational and so-
cial day programs for teens and adults with 
mental disabilities.   

After a rally and photos at Jefferson 
Square Park, the short walk pro-
ceeded to Fourth Street Live for 
lunch at TGI Fridays. 

Ray Goodman led the group in the Special 
Olympic Oath, with Mary Jo Payne and Sister 
Regina  
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics/The Walk  

Cindy Cusick and Kathleen Crumbo 
with Sister Regina their Bocce coach. 

They completed in the National Games 
in Seattle in July. 

Four athletes who participated in the first Special Olympic Games 
in Chicago in 1968 attended Walk and Lunch, with Sister Regina is 
Ray Finck, Eugene Turner, Joan Daunhauer, and Susie Bindner. 
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics/The Final Leg 
The 2018 Kentucky Final Leg 
begins inside the Capitol in 
Frankfort.  Fort Campbell’s Mili-
tary Police rejoined the Final Leg 
and along with Law Enforcement 
Officers assembled in the rotun-
da with the Lincoln Statue in the 
foreground.  

Torch Run Director                                 
Felipe Hernandez  

Kentucky                
Lt. Governor  
Jenean Hampton  
lights the Torch and 
gives the runners 
an official sendoff  
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics/The Final Leg  

The Torch Leaves Frankfort for 
Stewart Home School 
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Law Enforcement for Special Olympics/Final Leg 

The Torch travels through Georgetown 

The torch stops in Lexington at      
Transylvania University 
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 Law Enforcement for Special Olympics/Final Leg  

The torch arrives in 
Richmond for the 
Opening of the Sum-
mer Games 

Officers at Opening               
Ceremonies of the Sum-
mer Games 


