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Editor’s Note
Looking Back at 2018

Knight Beat Committee

There was much sadness in 2018, and officers and loved ones continue to
mourn the loss of our brothers and sisters in Law Enforcement. Although
I have been retired for 18 years and did not know any of these recent heroes personally, I have seen the tears and heard their stories and remembrances.
The State Government’s mishandling of the Pension Crisis got the FOP
into a court challenge and victory. Since the beginning of the 2019 Short
Legislative Term, our Legislative Committee has continued to monitor the
General Assembly and what steps we will be taking next. We should all
continue in 2019 to respond when needed and continue to care for our
brothers and sisters.
We have all had special moments and experiences in 2018. Thank you
for sharing yours through photos, articles and reports.
May we cherish each day with our loved ones. May our working officers
know that you are supported and appreciated by your retired Brothers and
Sisters. You are admired for the ever dangerous and complicated world in
which you serve. May 2019 be a safe and productive year for all and for
the Fraternal Order of Police.
Patsy Meyer, Editor
We note the passing of John Cook and his service to the Kentucky Fraternal Order of Police as a past Knight Beat Editor and Committee Member.
See page 8.
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President’s Report
Greetings Brothers and Sisters,
My hope is that everyone of our members had a joyous and happy Christmas
and New Year. Enjoy your families and find some comfort in knowing that your
State FOP Executive Board and committees continue to work hard each and
every day for the members of our great organization.
We are closing in on our next Spring Conference in Louisville, KY. I want to
thank President Tim Pike and his lodge for stepping up and taking on this endeavor. They have always in the past performed a tremendous job and we’ve
always had a great experience at their conferences as they are fabulous
hosts.

Berl Perdue, Jr.
Kentucky State FOP President
(859) 808-2020

I won’t go into great detail in this report. Your Legislative Committee has been
on the ground practically every day in Frankfort meeting newly elected legislators, establishing new relationships and monitoring all bills that have and are
being filed. This is a short session but there are many issues and bills we
must follow to protect the rights, benefits and working conditions of our members and law enforcement across our state. We do not want to have adversarial relationships with any legislator or government entity, however, we must at
times take hard stands on important issues. I think the majority of our legislators understand this and respect our position of watching out for our law enforcement professionals and FOP members.

(859) 744-4390

This will be a busy year for your Executive Board as we participated in the
Grand Lodge “Day on the Hill” in Washington, D.C., Southern States FOP
Conference in Tennessee, and then our National Conference in New Orleans.
We must attend these conferences so that the Kentucky State FOP’s voice is heard. Those that attend will
make sure you and we are well represented.
bperdue@clarkcokysheriff.com

Please remember our fallen heroes that have given the ultimate sacrifice. We are losing officers already in
the new year at an alarming rate due to Line of Duty Death. Remember our officers who we have recently lost
and their families in your prayers. Also, those in the past. We are working and living in trying times.
And always remember, “ If it’s not Good for the Order ….. then it’s Not Good ! “
Berl Perdue, Jr.
President Kentucky State Lodge
Fraternal Order of Police.

FOP Day On The Hill 2019—Kentucky Delegation

Tim Davis, Mike Sweeney, Berl Perdue,
David Mutchler, Shawn Helbig, KY Second
District Congressman Brett Guthrie, Scott
Hildebrand, and Nic Jilek
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Vice President’s Report
Greetings FOP Brothers and Sisters,
I hope as you are reading this letter everyone is well, in good health
and having a good year so far. A few months ago we severed our contract
with JAK Solicitations after the death of their CEO, John Keller. Our fundraising efforts through JAK were faltering and dismal at best. When we
signed with them in 2015 we both had high hopes and strong aspirations.
Unfortunately, after a couple of years our high hopes began to fade and
our aspirations became frustrations. JAK was no longer performing for us
as we thought. A lot of this had to do with issues beyond the control of
JAK, but not entirely.
Fast forward to 2018 and the present and the Kentucky State FOP has
just recently signed with two other solicitation companies with, again, high
hopes and strong aspirations for financial success for us as well as them.
One of the companies, Residential Programs Inc. (RPI) is a company we
have worked with in the past prior to JAK and Public Outreach. A big advantage to going back to RPI is that they already have a database in place
that they used for us for years before we parted ways a few years back.
Mike Sweeney
Another company that we have signed with is Midwest Publishing Inc.
(MPI) a Michigan based company that has been in business for 40 years.
Kentucky State FOP
MPI will be calling on businesses, and, as of yet, an untapped resource for
Vice President
revenue for the FOP. Joe Ciambella, the CEO of MPI, told me that they
have contacted businesses in other states for solicitations and have had
msween@windstream.net
very good success. I have always thought that with fewer and fewer home
phones out there that business solicitation was the way to go. We have been looking for a fundraiser for several years now that can tap into this potentially lucrative source and hope that we have now found it. MPITeleservices is a full service call center that specializes in fundraising development for Non Profit and charitable sectors. They have 275 employees in 6 calling centers across the US and all center managers have a
minimum of 15 years with the company and the average tenure of their employees is more than 5 years.
So we feel we are dealing with a strong, reputable and reliable company that will hopefully yield us the
results we are looking for. Both companies were hitting the ground running after the first of the year, so
hopefully by our spring conference we can report positively on results for the first couple of months of efforts
for our great lodge!
As always, if there is ever anything that I can do to assist you or your lodge, please don’t hesitate to ask!
Fraternally,
Mike Sweeney
Vice President
msween@windstream.net
859-351-3871
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Second Vice President’s Report
Hello to my Brothers and Sisters of the Kentucky Fraternal Order of
Police. I want to thank Jackson Purchase FOP for hosting an outstanding conference in Paducah, KY. It was a fairly well attended conference and I can assure that great fun was had by all. It is always great to catch up with members
from throughout the state and hear the old stories and a few new ones from
time to time.

Tim Davis

Since taking over with my new responsibilities, I have been asked to
continue my involvement with the Kentucky Community Crisis Response
Team. I am currently serving on the Annual Team Training Committee where
we are planning the statewide training to take place in Frankfort, KY this April.
This training will prepare both Regional Coordinators and team members to
respond in the times of disaster or crisis. Members of the law enforcement,
KYLEAP Team, has also been invited to attend the annual training which will
make this one of the largest trainings for the state teams. In the past, we have
seen our number of volunteer members decrease, but we continue our recruitment efforts with the goal of stopping this trend. If any members are interested
in becoming a team member, please visit the KCCRB website for information
about trainings and team membership.

At our Fall Conference, I met with members who were asked to look at
our Law Enforcement Torch Run. This has been a charity the State FOP has
been involved in as long as I can remember. During the past couple of years,
Chaplain
the money raised by the LETR has not been as strong as in the past. After
speaking with this group, I contacted our President and volunteered to work to
timothy.davis@kctcs.edu
make this program strong again. Initially, I met with the State Director for the
Kentucky Special Olympics and Brad Wooldridge, Louisville FOP #614, who
has been very active with the LETR. We discussed ways to reinvigorate the Torch Run and we feel we at
least developed ideas which will help. Since our meeting, I have met with several police organizations
throughout the state and spoke on the phone with others. In talking with these groups, one commonality
stood out and that was we all want to continue sponsoring and working with the Kentucky Special Olympics.
During this process, I was invited to the Illinois Law Enforcement Torch Run Kick-Off Event. Not only was I
invited to attend the February 1st event, they offered to pay expenses for my travel so that Kentucky LETR
can once again become a strong voice for the Special Olympics. After I return, the hope is to offer a training
to any lodges or groups who would like to host an event and train individuals to assist with the events. I am
new to the LETR and I would love to hear from our members who have worked so diligently over the last
several years.
Kentucky State FOP

In closing, I want to thank each of you for allowing me to serve on your State Executive Board. I am
always willing to serve the membership of the Kentucky Fraternal Order of Police. I appreciate all of the work
that this organization does each and every day. If you need to talk with me or have me visit your lodge, call
me at 270-836-9131 or email at timothy.davis@kctcs.edu. I look forward to hearing from you. God Bless
each you, God Bless America, and God Bless the Fraternal Order of Police.
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State Secretary’s Report
With the way things are now in our society it is extremely important that
we carefully watch each other’s backs especially the younger Officers.
Street experience affords a great deal of knowledge that oftentimes less
experienced Officers haven’t yet acquired. As you are well aware, you
are constantly being watched, videoed and scrutinized by people who
have no idea as to exactly what you are doing. Be careful not to let things
get out of hand and used against you by the media and other forces.
Officer safety is paramount and should never be forgotten. We are at a
point in time that Law Enforcement has never experienced. Violence and
disrespect toward Officers is rampant so don’t let things within your power
go on that people can build on to hold against you. The Owensboro
Lodge’s slogan for years has been “We are our Brothers keeper”. This
has never been more to the point as it is today.
Kentucky State FOP
Denis Spalding
Secretary
Kentucky State FOP
denisspalding@hotmail.com
Secretary

As your State Lodge continues to grow so does the importance of what
we stand for. Fraternalism is a key element to our organization and knowing that none of us truly stand alone. Watch out for your brothers and sisters. If they are going through some difficult times either personally or professionally don’t hesitate to offer an ear to vent or a shoulder to lean on.
Terrible things are experienced by our members and oftentimes they think
denisspalding@hotmail.com
that it is a sign of weakness to show any emotion or stress. We must pull
them aside and allow them to confide in you without judgement. You could be saving their family, career or
life.

The General Assembly and the Governor’s Office continue to try to make things more difficult on our members. I can assure you that the current Legislative Committee works year-round tirelessly to keep an eye out
for our members and their rights. If you get a call, email or text concerning an action that needs to be taken
please do what is requested of you. Your future could be affected.
Many of the things I have hit on above have been stated over and over, however I feel that they are worth repeating. If you haven’t signed up for Constant Contact please do so today. Simply go to the States website at
kystatefop.com and scroll down to: “ sign up for Constant Contact” and click on it. It won’t take you a minute
and I promise you that you will never receive any junk or information that doesn’t pertain to Lodge business.
May we use what we have learned from the past, do the best that we can for our members in the present and
strive to make the future better.
Denis Spalding
502-724-8574
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Treasurer’s Report
Brothers and Sisters,
Hopefully everyone’s year is starting off well. This is going to be a big
year for the FOP. We are going to rock the French Quarter in August and
hopefully bring the votes to help our brother win his bid for National President.
So far this year there have been 10 officers killed in the line of duty. That
is 10 too many. Officers are losing their lives at an alarming rate and I
fear that the loss of an officer in the line of duty is becoming something
that society is coming to accept and this is not a shock to them anymore.
Over the past 10 years 1,586 officers have died in the line of duty. That is
an average of 158 officers per year. Last year we were slightly below the
average with the loss of 150 officers. Again, this is way too many officers.
Please continue to stay safe and be cautious when out on patrol.
Bryan Bogard
Kentucky State Lodge
Treasurer
bbogard0219@gmail.com

On the financial front, we continue to make small strides with our money.
Everyone on the E-Board and Legislative committees have been working
hard to control their expenses and this is making a difference with our
bottom line. I feel very good about the direction our finances are heading
and I want to thank everyone for helping out with this. It will make a difference down the road.

The E-Board is working with a couple of new fundraising companies to try
to get some additional funds to support our charitable endeavors. We have learned that this is not an easy
task. With the new financial regulations from the Patriot Act, we are jumping up, over, around and through so
many hoops to get these accounts set up. Vice President Sweeney and myself have been trying to get the
necessary paperwork and forms finalized so these companies can start fundraising on our behalf. Please be
aware that there are some very stringent regulations that have been put into place with the Patriot Act if you
are thinking about working with or establishing a fundraising account for your local lodge. Hopefully, we will
have everything up and running very soon.
Again, I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the Spring Board meeting. I hope to have a room list for
New Orleans so we can review this with everyone. If you have any questions regarding the rooms in New
Orleans, please feel free to contact me and I will try to get an answer for you. I know that the Marriott block is
full and Brother Yoes is working on getting some additional rooms close by.
The fall conference will be held in Covington on November 1st, 2nd and 3rd. It will be back at the Radisson Hotel. We will have additional information out to the members sometime after the Spring Board meeting. Hopefully everyone can make the trip to Northern Kentucky for some hospitality and fellowship.
I want to thank everyone for supporting me as your State Treasurer. I am still learning and welcome any input
on how I can serve you better as a State Officer. I think everyone is aware that I will gladly sit down and have
a conversation with you if there are any suggestions or questions you may have.
Stay Safe and watch each others back!
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Sergeant at Arms’ Report
Who's side are you on anyway!!!!
We all have our personal beliefs when it comes to politics. Some will vote
straight republican or straight democrat, every time they walk in to vote. Some
are not as worried about the party as they are about the person running. Many
times in local politics, we vote for who we know or have been friends with for
years. When it comes to your personal decision on who to vote for, it is clearly
no one's business but your own. That being said, if you are like me, there are
times you wear many different hats. As leaders and members in the FOP, we
have to award our endorsements based off what the person has done or will
do for our membership. If they are a new candidate, we have to use our best
judgment to decide. When the person is an incumbent, we are required to do
our due diligence to make sure this person has done the things they say they
have done for our order. Many in the order seem to have issues with this and I
know it can sometimes be hard. It's hard to tell a long term friend or sometimes a lifelong friend the hard truth. We have had lodges support people that
Shawn Helbig
have hurt us at every turn. Last session, we had legislators try to hold the surKentucky State FOP
vivors of our brave fallen brothers and sisters for ransom to make us support
Sergeant-at-Arms
the pension bill. It is truly amazing to me that there are people that have so
little respect for our heroes. Some of these same people got endorsements
Shawn.helbig@yahoo.com
from our local lodges. This cannot happen again. As a member of this order,
you have to do what is right for the order. It is impossible for those of us that
lobby in Frankfort to have any weight behind us, if they know they can do whatever they want to in Frankfort
and return home to open arms. We have to hold our elected officials accountable for their votes and actions.
To steal the great line from Brother Perdue "IF IT'S NOT GOOD FOR THE ORDER, THEN IT'S JUST NOT
GOOD." Stand for what is right for the order when you wear the FOP hat.
Shawn Helbig

We Will Remember John Cook 1944-2018
We fondly remember John Cook, Bowling Green Lodge 13 who served as our Knight Beat Editor and on the
Knight Beat Committee for more than 15 years. Thanks to Russell McElvoy for providing this photo and
Shawn Helbig who helped with the names of the Bowling Green delegation from a past National Conference. From Left: Robbie Perry, Brett Kreilein, Shawn Helbig, Martin Scott, Joe Beckley, and John Cook.
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Chairman of Trustees’ Report
Brothers and Sisters,
I hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New
Year. We had a great fall conference in Paducah and I am looking forward to seeing everyone in Louisville in the Spring. We have many
things to discuss such as the legislative issues as well as the National
Conference coming in August in New Orleans. Please make sure you
have your rooms reserved, I believe they are filling up quickly.

Scott Hildebrand
Kentucky State FOP
Chairman Board of Trustees
smhilt685@hotmail.com

Brothers and Sisters, we are at a very serious time in our lives. We are
being attacked in the social media as well as by our own representatives going after our pensions. As an organization that represents all
law enforcement officers in this state, we will continue to fight for our
members. We have a strong team representing our members in Frankfort. With that being said, we must stay united in this fight. We must
allow the representatives of our wonderful organization to do their jobs.
We must provide support for them as well as information to them. If any
of our members talk to any of our State Representatives, let the legislative team know as well as what was discussed. By providing this type
of information our legislative team will be better able do their job. We
must work together FOP associates and auxiliary. We are ALL FOP
and we must continue to be united.

I hope you all will be safe, and again I look forward to seeing you in
Louisville in the spring. If you need anything please contact me. I am truly honored to be your Chairman of
the Trustees.
Sincerely, Scott Hildebrand

Constant Contact
For immediate notification and updated news from the Kentucky State Lodge sign up for Constant
Contact.

•

Simply go to the Kentucky State Lodge Web Site Home Page: www.kystatefop.com

•

Look for the blue headings on the left and click on the one that reads: Sign Up Constant Contact.

•

Submit the requested information and you will begin receiving all State FOP notices.

Any member can sign up, but Lodge Board Members are encouraged to sign up so you can keep
your brothers and sisters informed.
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Legal Advisor’s Report
Body Worn Cameras: The Current State of the Law
The laws regulating police use of Body Worn Cameras (“BWC’s”) have
slowly evolved over time. Issues regarding officer recordings, citizens
personal privacy, and disclosure of those recordings have been debated by Kentucky Legislators since the BWC’s introduction into police departments across the Commonwealth. One issue police departments
across the country are having to address is whether officers should be
allowed to view footage before writing incident reports or making statements following police-involved shootings and other serious incidents.
“Only Arizona, Florida, Texas, and Washington D.C., have passed regulations addressing this issue. All allow law enforcement to access footage before making a statement or writing a report.”1 Kentucky Legislators have yet to address this issue.
Steve Wolnitzek
Kentucky State FOP
Legal Advisor
www.wrdattorneys.com

In 2018, the Kentucky Legislature passed House Bill 373 (“HB 373”)
addressing the disclosure and retention of BWC footage. “Twenty states
and the District of Columbia have either passed or proposed legislation
related to access of body-worn camera footage.”2 The Kentucky Open
Records Act (“KORA”) governs the disclosure of BWC footage.3 KORA
allows for the free and open examination of public records.4 In order to
inspect public records, you must make a written request to the Official
Custodian of Records.5

To address privacy concerns with the disclosure of footage, HB 373 states that police departments may refuse the disclosure of footage that raise privacy concerns (footage of residence, hospitals, correctional facilities), shows evidence of sexual assault, and contains images of deceased people or minors.6 Records may
be withheld if disclosure would reveal the identity of confidential informants or release information “to be
used in a prospective law enforcement action” or administrative adjudication.7 Those records are excluded
from the application of KORA and can never be disclosed unless a court order is obtained. This nondisclosure exemption is not permanent. “Unless exempted by other provisions of KRS 61.870 – 61.884, public
records exempted under this provision shall be open after enforcement action is completed or a decision is
made to take no action.”8 However, recordings that depict use of force by law enforcement or an arrest, involve a formal complaint against an officer, or have been requested by a criminal defendant or their attorney
are subject to KORA.9
1 https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/five-trends-police-body-camera-legislation
2 https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/five-trends-police-body-camera-legislation
3 http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB373.htm
4 KRS §61.871
5 https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dail/Documents/DAILOpenRecordsInstructions.pdf
6 KRS §61.168(4)
7 KRS §61.878(1)(h)
8 Id.
9 KRS §61.168(4)
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Legal Advisor’s report
Retention of BWC footage is governed by the State Archives and Records Act – KRS 171.410 – 171.740,
which created a 17-member State Archives and Records Commission to determine how to address the retention of state-owned records. Furthermore, the Kentucky Department of Libraries and Archives (“KDLA”)
sets forth guidelines for the retention of BWC recordings. The KDLA has a schedule for how long BWC audio and video recordings are kept.
Depending on the situation, footage may be retained from 30 days to 26 months. Additionally, the head of
each state and local agency must establish safeguards against removal or loss of records as they deem
necessary and as may be required by the rules and regulations.
The Commonwealth is not the only regulator of BWC’s. Each police department that decides to adopt the
use of BWC’s has the option have their own policies and regulations. The Kentucky League of Cities Insurance Service (“KLCIS”) has created a “Law Enforcement Model Policy for Body Worn Cameras” for departments looking to implement their own BWC policies. According to KLCIS, “if departments decide to adopt
the use of body cameras, clear policies should be adopted and in place prior to their implementation. KLCIS
and the Model Policy Committee have been working on a policy for several months and have finalized one
for all Kentucky police departments to use (not just KLCIS members.)”10
As you can see, the law on BWC audio and video recordings is constantly changing and will continue to
change as time goes on.
The author wishes to acknowledge the assistance given to him in the preparation of this article by Chase
College of Law student, Austin Apsley, who currently serves as his law clerk.
10 https://www.klc.org/news/2564/KLCIS_Model_Policy_for_Body_Worn_Cameras

2019 Kentucky State Peace Officers’ Memorial Service
MONDAY, MAY 6, 2019, AT NOON
AT THE KENTUCKY HISTORY CENTER
IN FRANKFORT
We honor all Fraternal Order of Police active and retired members who have passed away, and all
law enforcement line-of-duty deaths.
Lodges will receive information packets requesting the names of the members and officers to be
honored at this year’s service. We encourage lodges to reach out to the families of those being
honored and to provide escorts for the families at the service and to attend the service to support
the families and pay tribute to those being honored. Invitations will be mailed end of March.
Every department is encouraged to send their Honor Guard and Color Guard to participate in the
service.
Contacts for this year’s service:
Glenda Lehmann, President
Kentucky State Auxiliary
502-594-3747
kyfopauxpres@twc.com

David Burks, Chaplain
Kentucky State Lodge
502-552-5892
burksdl@gmail.com
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Casey Tillman, Chaplain
Kentucky State Auxiliary
502-821-5388
casey.tillman@ymail.com

Local Peace Officers’ Memorial Services in Kentucky
Limestone Lodge 5

Kentucky Conservation Officers Association
Memorial Service

Thursday, May 16, 10 AM

Thursday, May 9, 11 AM

Cox Building, Maysville

#1 Sportsman Lane

Henderson Lodge 9

Frankfort, KY

Monday May 13, at 5 PM

Honoring Dean Ratcliff, Conservation Officer

Fiscal Court Room, Third Floor

Northern Kentucky Memorial Service

Henderson County Court House

Wednesday, May 15, 10 AM

Jackson Purchase Lodge 15
Monday, May 6, Noon

303 Court Street

McCracken County Court South Lawn

Covington, KY

Owensboro Lodge 16

Louisville/Jefferson County Memorial Service

Thursday, May 16, Time and Place TBD

Wednesday, May 8, 11 AM
Jefferson Square Park

Member of the Year Award
The Kentucky State Lodge, FOP Member of the Year Award is presented at the Annual State Conference.
The following guidelines are to be followed to nominate a member for this distinguished award.
•

All nominations must be submitted in legible, typewritten form (four copies) giving all pertinent information
as to why the member should be considered for the award.

•

All applications must be signed by the president, vice president, secretary and/or treasurer of the subordinate lodge in good standing. No member shall submit his/her own name for this award.

•

Applicants will be considered on the basis of their career in law enforcement, their involvement in the
FOP, and services they have rendered to the community.

•

Only active FOP members currently working in the law enforcement profession, or honorably retired will
be considered for this award.

•

All nominations will be sent to the committee chairman who will disseminate copies to each committee
member.

•

To allow the committee ample time to consider each nomination; they must be received no later than two
weeks before the Conference.

•

After each committee member has reviewed all nominations, they will advise the committee chairman of
their choice to receive the award.

•

The committee chairman, after receiving each committee member’s selection in writing, will advise the
committee as a whole as to the nominee who received the most number of votes, and will declare that
nominee the winner of the award.

•

The committee chairman will then advise the state president of the committee’s selection, and will follow
the president’s direction as to preparation of a member of the year plaque.

The committee chairman will present the award at the annual State Conference. Send all nominations to
Brother Don Brashear, Chairman: Member of the Year Committee; 101 Cornett Hill Drive, Hazard, KY
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National Law Enforcement Museum Opens in 2018

The Museum’s befitting location at Judiciary
Square in our nation’s capital marks the first time
a national museum dedicated to telling the story
of American law enforcement will have a permanent home.

The National Law Enforcement Museum is dedicated to telling the story of American law enforcement by providing visitors a “walk in the
shoes” experience.
Information from:
law enforcement museum.org
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State Fall Conference
Kentucky FOP Fall Conference

Traveling to the Fall Conference in Paducah taught me to
appreciate how far the members of Western Kentucky
lodges must travel to attend
many state meetings. Don
English, Paducah State Lodge
Trustee and his lodge brothers and sisters welcomed us upon our arrival
on Friday afternoon and extended FOP hospitality throughout the weekend.
The Welcome Team on Saturday morning included Matt Carter, McCracken County Sheriff. Prior to the opening gavel we heard remarks from District 2 State Senator Danny
Carroll and District 3 State Representative
Gerald Watkins. Their comments included the
issues of Criminal Justice Reform, possible
expungement (Second Chance Legislation)
and increasing penalties for repeat violent offenders (3 strikes and you’re out).

National FOP Secretary Pat Yoes also addressed those assembled.
Police officers should be considered public
servants not enemies.
Harsh judgements are often made based
on hatred or a rush to judgement.
Many have become desensitized to the killing of a police officer
from the 100,000 killings in movies and
video games.
“We are a low hanging
fruit on a tree of
failed policies.”
We must be in the forefront of the dialog
and be given the opportunity to explain
what we do and how
we do it.
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State Fall Conference

Conference Notes:
1. President Berl Perdue said the State Lodge needs to establish a relationship based on understanding and
consensus to be successful in Frankfort.
2. VP Mike Sweeney stated we need better representation for endorsements, too many lodges have failed to
respond.
3. Secretary Denis Spalding reported Kentucky now has 10,300 members.
4. Survivors Benefits have now replaced the Death Benefit.
5. With only 10% of our membership currently signed up for Constant Contact, we need to work to increase
it.
6. Treasurer Bryan Bogard announced the opening of the National Police Museum, (see cover photo and
page 13), additional budget cuts will be made, and our Foundation is now established.
7. Spike Jones stated this is the 20th Anniversary of the death of Officer Michael Partin
8. Denna Reckers stated the State Associate Lodge was making a $1000 donation to the Memorial Fund.
9. Chairman of Trustees Scott Hildebrand reported 27 Trustees approved the State Lodge budget.
10. Lee Murray said the Expansion Committee is working to charter new lodges and reactivate other lodges.
11. Sheriffs’ Lodge 25 will host the 2019 Spring Board Meeting and the 2019 State Fall Conference will be
held in Northern Kentucky.

15

Brothers and Sisters,
First and foremost, thank you for your dedicated service as a current or former law enforcement officer
and thank you for being a member of the largest and greatest organization representing law enforcement officers in the United States. My name is Dave Mutchler and I currently serve as the Kentucky National Trustee. I am very tuned in to the challenges currently facing our membership across the nation
and believe that strong leadership is crucial to the future success of the FOP. This is why I am proud to
announce that it is my intention, with your vote and support, to serve as your next National FOP Secretary.
I have attended every national board meeting since 2010 and have served as the Kentucky National
Trustee since 2014. I have also attended every legal defense plan board meeting since 2010 and currently sit on the board of directors, where I serve as secretary. In 2010 I was elected as the president of
my local lodge in Louisville, KY and served in that role for eight years. Lodge #614 is a large, full service, metropolitan lodge with approximately 2,400 members. Serving as president gave me opportunities to lead our lodge in labor representation issues, collective bargaining and legislative work. Additionally, in my four terms as president, I became intimately familiar with the administrative and communication duties associated with a large lodge. Wishing to concentrate my efforts at the national level, I did
not seek re-election, and, in May of 2018, I retired from the Louisville Metro Police Department.
As you may know, Louisville is just a short 2 ½ hour drive from our national headquarters. While it is
important to know that this will allow me to efficiently and effectively perform the duties of national secretary, it should be just as important to you that I am a proven and battle tested leader. In my roles as
President and National Trustee, I have been very outspoken and unwavering when supporting and representing my local members and the 10,000 FOP members Kentucky represents. I am also a proud Marine Corps combat veteran who served as the commander of a Quick Response Force in the Anbar
Province of Iraq. This proven leadership and experience gives me the ability to represent and safeguard
the membership even during the most volatile situations and circumstances.
In closing, I pledge to lead from the front, to stand together with ALL of our nearly 350,000 members.
There are no sides - we must stand united. I confidently and humbly ask for your vote and support as I
endeavor to be your next National Fraternal Order of Police Secretary.

Fraternally,
Dave Mutchler
STAND TOGETHER...STAND FIRM.
(502)558-0098
davemutchlerfop614@gmail.com
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Kentucky Endorsements for Grand Lodge Offices

James Smallwood, Dave
Mutchler, Kentucky State
Lodge President Berl Perdue and National Secretary Pat Yoes

James Smallwood, President of Andrew
Jackson, Lodge 5, Nashville, TN, is seeking the office of FOP National Treasurer.
Kentucky National Trustee Dave Mutchler,
is seeking the office of National Secretary.
Dave is Immediate Past President of River
City Lodge 614 serving as Lodge President for 8 years.
National FOP Secretary Pat Yoes, St
Charles Parish Louisiana, is seeking the
office of National FOP President. Pat is
also the Immediate Past Louisiana State
President.
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LEU-Team Kentucky Road to Hope for 2019
On May 10, the members of Law Enforcement United-Team Kentucky will depart from
Chesapeake, Virginia to begin a three-day, 250-mile bicycle ride to Washington, D.C. in honor of
officers who have died in the line of duty. Team Kentucky will ride in honor of Kentucky officers
lost in 2018. Nelson County Sheriff Ramon Pineiroa, Lexington Officer Roman Puchovsky,
Bardstown Officer Nathan Phillips, Bardstown Officer Chris Conway, KSP Trooper Bryan Washer,
KSP Trooper Brad Riley, and Owensboro Officer Craig Sutter will be joined by survivors Kris
Phillips and Brenda Tiffany. Sheriff Pineiroa’s wife, Tania, will be joining the support staff during
the ride.
Team Kentucky will join approximately 400 other riders and support staff on the Virginia Route.
The Virginia Route is one of five routes completed by LEU members annually to raise money for
the National Concerns of Police Survivors, the Officer Down Memorial Page, and the Spirit of Blue
Foundation. The 2019 Road to Hope marks the 10th anniversary of Law Enforcement United and
LEU has set a fundraising goal of $1,000,000.
Team Kentucky wants to thank Bluegrass Lodge #4, Owensboro Lodge #16, Old Kentucky Home
Lodge #43, and the Kentucky Chapter of Concerns of Police Survivors for their continued
support. With their help and many others, Team Kentucky wants to raise $25,000 in 2019.

Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/teamkentuckyLEU
Submitted by Craig Sutter, Owensboro Lodge #16

Delegates from across the state will be making plans to attend the
National Conference on August 12-15
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Ashland Lodge 3

2019 Ashland Lodge #3 Officers- L to R–
Trustee Emmit Scites, Sgt. At Arms Jeremy Noble, Trustee Mary Jackson, Trustee Allen Bowling, Secretary Josh Steele,
President Rick Riffe, State Lodge Trustee Tim Renfroe, 1st Vice-President Wes Horne, Treasurer Jay Church,
2nd Vice-President Carol Mason, Chaplain Harold Riffe

November and December were busy Months for Ashland Lodge #3. Our 76th Annual Policeman’s Ball was
held on Saturday, November 17 at the Highland’s Museum. The Dinner and Dance, along with a Silent Auction, gave us a chance to socialize with Members of the Community and to raise funds for our Charitable Endeavors throughout the year. We enjoyed a Prime Rib feast from Brother Mark Fox and Fat Dad’s Catering,
and it truly was a spectacular night!! It certainly does take support from the Community to make it happen.
This year we were blessed with a new Community Partner in one Jay Downs of Jay Downs Photography.
Jay provided us with some excellent camera work to capture both the Policeman’s Ball and our Christmas
Shopping event held on December 8 at the Ashland Walmart Super Center. Thanks to our Supporters, we
were able to help bring Christmas Cheer to over 60 of our local Children. Walmart went above and beyond
to provide food and drinks for our FOP Shoppers and Shoppees!!! We started out 2019 on a high note on
January 7 when we received a generous donation from the employees and owners of the Ashland “Steak
and Shake”. These good Folks are always ready to assist Law Enforcement and the FOP. We are lucky to
have Friends like these in our Communities. On January 10, our 2019 Lodge Officers were sworn in by Past
President Mark McDowell, and we hope 2019 is as successful as 2018. We pray that the Families of our
Brothers and Sisters taken from us in 2018 are comforted by God’s gentle touch and we look forward to seeing everyone in Louisville in March!!!!
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Ashland Lodge 3 cont.

Above: Lodge #3 Shoppers with Santa

Right: Sister Angel Holmes and
Brother Eric Jordan

Below: Brother Jay Church heading out to
Shop

Right: Brother Richard
Bohannon checking out
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Ashland 3 cont.
76th Annual Policeman’s Ball

Above: Lodge# 45 President Bart Mills
Left: Memorial Table- In Honor of those No Longer with Us

Above: On Duty Brothers Gulley and McCormick stop by the Ball for Dinner
Left: The Ladies are taking over
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Blue Grass Lodge 4
Shop with a Cop
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Bowling Green Lodge 13
Christmas Family Food Baskets
This program has grown over the last 40 years. We work closely with
the Bowling Green Housing Authority for their residents and families,
and The American Legion helping previously homeless veterans. Our
Brothers and Sisters identify others needing help. We deliver all baskets that cannot be picked up. We started with three families at
Christmas and now deliver more than 100 for Thanksgiving and
Christmas.
Brothers John Cook, Martin Scott, and Ken Meredith got the program
started. They went to serve a warrant on Christmas Day, but because the family was destitute, they took money out of their pockets
and returned with a Christmas Food Basket. Next door was a young
boy asking where was their Christmas Food Basket, as they had
nothing to eat. They went back to the station, the hat was passed,
and more was donated with help from others in the community that
heard the call for help. Our program has continued to grow from that
time. We are blessed.

Above & Below: We are picking up a trailer load of
food our lodge purchased from Meijer's to unload for
our Thanksgiving Family Food Baskets.

Above & Below: High School students from the Bowling Green Senior High and Warren East
High School ROTC Programs have been helping to load our Thanksgiving and Christmas
Family Food Baskets as part of their Community Service Programs. What used to take many
hours is now a fine tuned two hours of fun from start to finish, thanks to their energy and
hard work filling our boxes.
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Bowling Green Lodge 13 cont.

Right: Each family receives
two boxes full. This is a picture of one of the boxes with
cleaning products, and food
products go into the other
box. On the table is what
each family received on
Thanksgiving, plus more for
larger families.
Left: Past President Robbie
Simpson acting as Vice President opens a lodge meeting.

Right: The Hive
program making ginger
bread houses.

On Halloween Night as a safe space for children, our lodge
has free skating for two hours and candy on the way out. The
Bowling Green Skating Rink does not charge any fees. This
event has been a FOP Lodge #13 program for over 30 years.
Every two weeks on Thursday, we have a community Blue Grass Night, with potluck and great Blue Grass music. This
program has been growing for the last six years. The HIVE Program has been running for 18 months.
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Owensboro Lodge 16
(L-R) FOP Brothers JD Faith, Jim & Beth (Auxiliary) Wyatt, Jeff
Payne, Ed Krahwinkel, Brad Martin, Chris Castlen, Troy Couch,
Brandon Sims and Sal Castro take Brother Sean Schlachter out to a
concert of Here Come the Mummies to mark it off the bucket list.
#livelife

Chicken Fundraiser Cook by FOP 16 and Owensboro Firefighters in
honor of Brother Sean Schlachter who after a heroic 41 month battle with cancer passed on to patrol the streets in Heaven on May
30th, 2018.
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Winchester/Clark County Lodge 34

3rd toy donation to Justice Elementary

Below: Lodge President Lee
Murray and Secretary/
Treasurer Kevin Winebrenner

Lodge State Trustee Shane Southwood
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Kenton County Lodge 44
2018 - Year in Review
Looking back at 2018, Kenton County Police FOP Lodge
44 saw incredible growth. It began with a yearlong partnership with a local youth ministry that serves the at-risk
children of our community. This partnership kicked off
with the donation of a grill to aide in after school and
summer meal prep. It was followed with a school supply
drive that brought in more than $9000 in supplies and
cash.

These donations not only served children across Northern Kentucky, but as far south as Lexington and as far
north as Brown County, Ohio.

With the bar set high and the year drawing to a
close, we had plans for one last outreach effort. In
partnership with a local restaurant & bar, we held
a winter coat drive to benefit these same children.

Through this drive, we were able to provide 75 coats
(mostly new) to the ministry. We could not be more
thankful to the community for helping us exceed all expectations for this yearlong charitable partnership.
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Kenton County Lodge 44 cont.
Our regular charitable efforts included our three $1000 scholarships awarded to graduating seniors of the
Kenton County School District, our Cops & Kids event in partnership with Erlanger Elsmere FOP Lodge 55,
and the various other requests for support we received throughout the year.
Much of this was made possible by great community
partners and the success of our 2018 Golf Outing. This
year’s outing was our most attended and most successful outing ever.

Each year we look to improve our annual outing, and
this year was complete with a helicopter golf ball drop
for a chance to win $500 cash.

We expect to have the 2019 Golf Outing sometime in August/September.
We had an incredible 2018 and have big things on the horizon in 2019. We have already hand selected a single barrel of 1792 Bottled-In-Bond Bourbon which will be sold locally in the coming months as a fundraiser for
the lodge. For information on purchasing a bottle of our hand selected 1792 Bourbon or for information on our
2019 Golf Outing, contact us at: KentonCountyFOP44@gmail.com.

28

River City Lodge 614
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River City Lodge 614 cont.

We mourn the
passing of
Homicide Detective
Jon Lesher
October 21, 2018
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River City Lodge 614 cont.

Omitted from the
Summer 2018
Issue is Les
Skaggs GTO and
trophy.

Summer Picnic 2018 at Woodhaven Country Club

Golfing...
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River City Lodge 614 cont.

Lunch at
the picnic...

Swimming.
And
Sliding
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River City Lodge 614 cont.

Annual Retirees Reunion
September 2018
How many can you name?
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River City Lodge 614 cont.
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