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Although the Covid Virus took over our lives almost a year ago,
Law Enforcement officers in Kentucky and around the U.S. have
continued to do their jobs but with new restrictions and complications. Along with the Protests, a lack of strong leadership and
stagnant salaries have worn heavy on the younger as well as the
senior officers in many departments. Some have left for other departments, other careers or retired earlier than originally planned.
According to the National Law Enforcement Memorial Fund
(NLEOMF) over half of the 264 Line of Duty Deaths in 2020 were
due to Covid.
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I am proud to report that many of our lodges and departments
have continued to carefully host or support Community projects
along with some lodge events, with the use of masks and social
distancing. I am hoping that by Summer we will all have vaccines
and be moving a little closer to normalcy (whatever that is).

I honor your service during these uncertain times and will continue
to support you in prayer and in action when needed.
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Special Notice:
National Police Week in-person events moved to October 14-16 due to Covid-19 restrictions.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Greetings Brothers and Sisters,
Spring is finally here and I’m sure we are all ready for a fresh start
to a better year. As I write this, we just a week ago finished with
our Spring Board Meeting and conference. Again I’d like to thank
Brothers Richardson and Straw and their members for hosting.
They did an excellent job and the turnout and participation o our
members were phenomenal. A huge thank you to all who attended.
It was refreshing to see some lodges that had not been to a conference in awhile. The new leadership of these lodges is a great sign
of things to come for our members. The trustees meeting was
well attended and the cooperation and discussion these men and
women bring to the table is much appreciated. You represent your
members well.
Not to be long and rehash what was discussed at the conference, I
will briefly mention a few things. There are two days left for the
legislative session. We have been very successful as we passed SB 169, the Line of Duty Disability Bill that enhances benefits to our affected members. This was our Number 1 priority bill, and it
has been signed by the Governor and is now law! Great day for the FOP and our members. I can’t
thank you enough for making calls to your legislators and assisting our Governmental Affairs team
with our legislative agenda.
I look forward to the rest of the year as I feel we are in a great position in all aspects of our Great
organization. We are financially stable thanks to a lot of work by Brother Treasurer Bryan Bogard,
our membership continues to grow (10,800), our Governmental Affairs Team is performing at an
amazing level and morale is extremely high across the State. As I announced at the Spring Board
meeting, I will be running again for the position of President. I ask for your prayers and support as I
want to lead us to even better times and achievements in the next two years.
In closing I’d like to thank our Vice President Mike Sweeney for his many, many years of hard work
on our Executive Board not only for me but All of our members. He will be missed tremendously
when he retires from our Board at the end of the year. He has always been the BEST.
If I can ever be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. If I do not have the answer, I
will get it for you or put you in contact with whoever does. As many of you know, I only sleep about
4-5 hours a day, so time or day doesn’t matter. I’m here for you. My number is 859-808-2020, or
email me at bperdue@clarkcokysheriff.com.
And always remember, never forget, “If it’s Not Good for the Order...Then It’s Not Good!”
God Bless the FOP and God bless each and everyone of you everywhere.
Berl Perdue, Jr.
President KY State Fraternal Order of Police

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Brothers and Sisters,
For several years not we have explored many fundraising opportunities, some better than others, some fizzling out and some offering
small gains. In March we partnered up with a company called East
Coast Amusement and PaceOMatic, the maker of Burning Barrel, a
tic tac toe style game that provides great rewards. These games are
in stores and restaurants in 14 states and 3 counties in KY, most
recently Scott Co. where Tommy Cooper and Royal Springs lodge
59 have contracted for several games. For each game that the
lodge locates in a local business East Coast will pay $250 to the
lodge. Each lodge will retain 4% of the total profits of each game
and the state FOP will retain 1%. And as there is no game of chance
involved, it is not considered gambling, thus is considered legal
where gambling is illegal. This is a great opportunity for local lodges
to supplement their fundraising with great gains and very little to no
effort on the local lodge except to secure locations for the games
and local stores, gas stations, restaurants, etc.. PaceOMatic will
provide legal assistance if you would like them to meet with your local county attorney to discuss
legalities. For further information on this opportunity, I encourage you to contact Nathan Thompson,
VP of East Coast Amusements, LLC at 804-283-0214 or kelthompson4@aol.com. You may also
contact President Cooper with Georgetown Royal Springs Lodge 59 or don’t hesitate to call on me
as well!
And finally I want to take this opportunity to announce to all that I will not be seeking re-election
for the office of State Vice President at the fall conference. It is a decision that I have struggled with
for almost a year and for a variety of reasons, I feel it is the right decision at the right time for me. I
have always felt that if I cannot give 100% of myself to you and to this great organization, I am doing an injustice to you and to myself. And as my drive has diminished some I feel I might be letting
you, the membership down. My first and utmost priority in my life is my wife, Dora, who has been
going through some heath issues and my devotion is to her. It is for these reasons that I made this
very tough decision. This IS a great organization and we have a great executive board of which I
have been a member for 12 years, I have been an FOP member for 38 years and served my local
lodge as delegate, board member and ultimately 4 terms as president, for almost 30 years. I do
now and always will bleed FOP blue. My love for this organization will never falter or diminish, just
the role that I serve. I want to thank Berl for the faith and confidence in me to pick me as his VP and
to you, the members for continuing your faith and confidence in re-electing me 4 more times.
It has been a tremendous honor and the privilege of a lifetime to serve you and this great FOP. One
that I will never forget and carry with me the for rest of my life. My hope is to continue to serve this
great lodge in some capacity going forward. I have made hundreds of great and lasting friendships
along this journey that means more to me than I can begin to express. I love my FOP and I love all
of you, its great members.
To quote a great scholar and author, Dr. Seuss, that’s right, the great Dr. Seuss in spite of the cancel culture, “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened”. I will see all of you soon!
And, as always, if there is EVER anything I can do for you or your lodge, do not hesitate to ask!
Fraternally always
Mike Sweeney, Vice President
859-351-3871

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT
Brothers and Sisters,
COVID-19 has changed the way we do things forever. I believe we
can take this opportunity and learn from it and make our Fraternal
Order even better. It has been a busy few months! As I told you in
Ashland and Louisville, our Mental Health and PTSD programs for
our great order are our number one priority. We have been working
hard identifying ways to offer more support. Last summer, our
brothers and sisters took part in protecting citizens in the middle of
violent riots and many different major incidents all during a once in
a 100-year pandemic. I was able to go out and meet with multiple
groups, some I have continued to counsel and build relationships
with. The Chaplain role is vital to officer and support staff wellness. I
encourage you to continue reaching out and offering suggestions
on how we can be more effective caring for you and your family.
Unfortunately, we continue to see law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty becoming all too
common place. At the time of this writing, there have been 70 Line of Duty Deaths this year, 38 of
those being ruled a COVID-19 death. We know COVID-19 all too well in this order, some of you
may have had it and we had a LODD in 2020 from COVID-19, fellow brother LMPD Officer Martez
Hughes of River City 614. In addition, I had the sad reminder that we all can lose someone we
work with or know personally. Many of us in the Louisville area received a shocking call that ABC
Officer Dereck Jeffers had suffered a medical emergency and died at his home. He left behind a 16
year-old son. While planning his memorial service I was overwhelmed by the love and support from
our fellow brothers and sisters. Money was raised, care was offered to his family and we provided a
reminder to his son Connor, the FOP will always be there to make sure he is taken care of. This is
what our order is all about.

Governmental Affairs Update
We took an approach this year that I feel really made us more productive, better respected, and
gave the legislature a more positive view of our organization. Not only did we ensure passage of
our top legislative priority, but we also successfully defended ourselves against bills that would ultimately hurt us. Thank you to all the members of our team.
Our Top legislative priority, SB169: The line of duty benefit bill, has been signed by the Governor
after the hard work of Rep. John Blanton and bill sponsor Sen. Chris McDaniel. The bill increases
line of duty-related disability benefits and death benefits for law enforcement. Specifically, the benefits would increase from 25% to 75% of an officers' monthly average pay and they receive health
insurance for permanent total disability. Our Governmental Affairs team put in around the clock
work to get this bill passed in addition to the previous Governmental Affairs team. Your calls and
emails made the difference as well. A huge victory for us.
Ryan Straw, Chaplain and Governmental Affairs Chair

SERGEANT AT ARM’S REPORT
Greetings Brothers and Sisters,
I want to thank you again for the opportunity to serve on the State
Executive Board. I look forward to supporting the membership of
this great organization.
The National FOP is taking a unified approach to the perception
challenges we are all facing by providing tools that will afford us a
greater share of voice while elevating and unifying our communications. It will help to better our relations with the communities we
serve, and have a positive impact on police reform.
The Kentucky State FOP is carrying out the mission of the National
FOP by utilizing and investing in the technologies available to us.
Help us reach our goals by downloading the NFOP app and you
will receive personalized Kentucky content as well!

Please continue to watch the website for updates and the latest announcements at
https://kystatefop.com. If you have any suggestion or have any questions, please email me
christiejones409@gmail.com. I look forward to the opportunity to assist you and your local lodge.
Stay Safe!
Christie Jones
Kentucky State Sergeant at Arms

CHAIRMAN OF TRUSTEES REPORT
Brothers and Sisters,
At this past Spring Board meeting I had several people ask me
about my position on the E-Board. They all wanted to know if I
was re-running for another term. The comment that I have heard
several times was, “because if you are running then I am not.” I
have heard this for several years about various positions. This
bothers me that you don’t want to run against the person for
whatever reason. Quite frankly I believe it is our duty that we
should give our members a choice. This does several things for
different reasons. It shows to others that you are interested in
joining the leadership and possibly making it better. It also allows
the incumbent to validate that people are happy with the work
that they have been doing. This is our responsibly to make sure
that the organization continues to grow and excel.
My local lodge used to have an election committee that would
talk to members and try to make sure that every office had choices. This would help members be engaged in the process and keep everyone motivated.
To all our members please do not hesitate to run for any office whether it be on the State or local
level. If you believe that you can make a difference and don’t try you will never know. The main goal
is to continue to make our organization stronger.
I want to thank you all for your friendship and continued trust. As our worthy President Perdue says,
“If it’s not good for the order then it’s not good”.
Sincerely, Scott Hildebrand
Chairman of the Trustees

65th Biennial National Conference August 15-19
At the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis, hosted by Indianapolis Lodge #86

See You There!

LEGAL ADVISOR’S REPORT
WHAT IS QUALIFIED IMMUNITY?
The legal doctrine of qualified immunity is getting a great deal of
attention in the media because of the events of the last year. What
exactly is qualified immunity? Who does it cover? What does it cover, and what doesn’t it cover? I will be answering these questions
throughout this article, as well as writing about the potential future of
qualified immunity.
As police officers for the Commonwealth, you are covered under the
doctrine of qualified immunity. In the article “Qualified Immunity: Both
Sides of the Debate” Qualified immunity “provides protection from
civil lawsuits for law enforcement officers and other public officials.”1
The article then continues, “It attempts to balance the need to allow
public officials to do their jobs with the need to hold bad actors
accountable."2 However, qualified immunity only applies to civil
lawsuits, it does not apply to criminal prosecutions.”3
The leading authority on qualified immunity in Kentucky is the Kentucky Supreme Court case of
Yanero v. Davis, 65 S.W.3d 510. According to Yanero, “when sued in their individual capacities,
public officers and employees enjoy only qualified official immunity, which affords protection from
damages liability for good faith judgment calls made in a legally uncertain environment.”4
The Court, then explains more fully, “Qualified official immunity applies to the negligent performance by a public officer or employee of (1) discretionary acts or functions i.e., those involving the
exercise of discretion and judgment, or personal deliberation, decision, and judgment, id. § 322; (2)
in good faith; and (3) within the scope of the employee's authority. 5

In simpler terms, “Thus, "qualified immunity protects 'all but the plainly incompetent or those who
knowingly violate the law.6
Qualified immunity does not apply to acts that the courts consider as “ministerial.” What these
terms encompass are those acts that, “requires only obedience to the orders of others, or when the
officer's duty is absolute, certain, and imperative, involving merely execution of a specific act arising
from fixed and designated facts."7 (City of Brooksville v. Warner, 533 S.W.3d 688, 692, (Ky. App.
2017)).
____________
1

“Qualifed Immunity” Both Sides of the Debate” (https://supreme.findlaw.com/supreme-court-insights/pros-vs-cons-ofqualified-immunity--both-sides-of-debate.html?DCMP=google:ppc:KFLPortal:10313486553:103002902536&HBX_PK=&sid=9014396&source=google~ppc) (Last accessed on 01/11/2021)
2

Id.

3

“End Qualified Immunity, Frequently Asked Questions About Ending Qualified Immunity” (https://ij.org/frequently-asked
-questions-about-ending-qualified-immunity/) (Last accessed on 01/11/2021
4

Yanero v. Davis, 65 S.W.3d 510, 522 (Ky. November 21, 2001). (Citations omitted).

5

Yanero v. Davis, 65 S.W.3d 510, 522, 2001 Ky. LEXIS 203, *19 (Ky. November 21, 2001)). (Citations omitted).

6

(Rowan County v. Sloas, 201 S.W.3d 469, 475, 2006 Ky. LEXIS 237, *9) (Citations omitted).

7City of Brooksville v. Warner, 533 S.W.3d 688, 692, 2017 Ky. App. LEXIS 52, *8, 2017 WL 1033709 (internal citations omitted).

LEGAL ADVISOR’S REPORT
This is especially true when it comes to the operation of a police vehicle. In the case of City of
Brooksville v. Warner, the Kentucky Court of Appeals ruled that “An officer has discretion to decide
whether to begin, continue, or end the emergency pursuit, but not for the way he or she operates
the police vehicle during the emergency pursuit.”8 “Driving is a matter of duty and training and it is
not subject to deliberation or judgment.”9 Because the Court found that this act was ministerial, the
affirmative defense of qualified immunity was not allowed.
Over the past year, events have thrust police officers and the legal defenses that they are entitled
to into the media spotlight. Some jurisdictions such as Colorado are ending qualified immunity as
an affirmative defense. According to the “Enhance Law Enforcement Integrity” Act of Colorado,
“The act allows a person who has a constitutional right secured by the bill of rights of the Colorado
constitution that is infringed upon by a peace officer to bring a civil action for the violation. A plaintiff who prevails in the lawsuit is entitled to reasonable attorney fees, and a defendant in an individual suit is entitled to reasonable attorney fees for defending any frivolous claims. Qualified immunity is not a defense to the civil action. The act requires a political subdivision of the state to indemnify its employees for such a claim; except that if the peace officer's employer determines the officer
did not act upon a good faith and reasonable belief that the action was lawful, then the peace
officer is personally liable for 5 percent of the judgment or $25,000, whichever is less, unless the
judgment is uncollectible from the officer, then the officer's employer satisfies the whole judgment.
A public entity does not have to indemnify a peace officer if the peace officer was convicted of a
criminal violation for the conduct from which the claim arises.”10
According to the article “Legislatures Targeted in Attempt to Make it Easier to Sue Cops”, it is
reported that “A coalition of civil rights and progressive groups including Public Justice is urging
Congress to pass the Ending Qualified Immunity Act (H.R. 7085), first introduced in the House of
Representatives by Reps. Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) and Justin Amash (I-Mich.) in June. Sen. Ed
Markey (D-Mass.) introduced a companion bill (S.4142) in the upper chamber in July.” 11 However,
according to the article, “advocates acknowledge abolishing police immunity in Congress is an
uphill climb.”12
Even within the Commonwealth of Kentucky itself, there is currently an attempt to end qualified
Immunity, though it is completely unlikely to pass, on January 5, 2021 House Bill 93 was introduced to Amend KRS 344.450 Civil remedies for injunction and damages, to allow parties to
recover punitive damages.

______________________
8

Id. at 694

9

Id.

10

SB 20-217, “Enhance Law Enforcement Integrity”, (https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb20-217), (Last accessed on
01/13/2021)
11

“Legislatures Targeted in Attempt to Make it Easier to Sue Cops” (https://news.bloomberglaw.com/social-justice/
legislatures-targeted-in-attempt-to-make-it-easier-to-sue-cops) (Last accessed on 01/13/2021)
12

Id.

LEGAL ADVISOR’S REPORT
Labeled “Breonna’s Law” after Breonna Taylor, the bill would seek to amend the language of KRS
344.450, from “Any person injured by any act in violation of the provisions of this chapter shall have
a civil cause of action in Circuit Court to enjoin further violations, and to recover the actual damages
sustained, together with the costs of the lawsuit. The court’s order or judgment shall include a reasonable fee for the plaintiff’s attorney of record and any other remedies contained in this chapter”13; to:
(1) Every person who, under color of any statute, ordinance, regulation, custom, or usage of this
state or any of its political subdivisions, subjects or causes to be subjected, any person within
the jurisdiction thereof to the deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities
secured
by the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, or by the United States Constitution or any statute of the United States, shall be liable to the party injured.
(2) The party injured under subsection (1) of this section shall have a civil cause of action in Circuit Court to enjoin further violations, and to recover the actual damages sustained, punitive damages, and the costs of the lawsuit. The court’s order or judgement shall include a
reasonable fee for the plaintiff’s attorney of record and any other remedies contained in this
chapter.
(3) It shall not be a defense or immunity to any action brought pursuant to this section:
a. That the defendant was acting in good faith;
b. That the defendant believed, reasonably or otherwise, that his or her conduct was
lawful at the time when it was committed;
c. That the rights, privileges, or immunities secured by the federal or state Constitution or laws were not clearly established at the time of their deprivation by the
defendant; or
d. That the state of the law was otherwise such that the defendant could not reasonably have been expected to know whether his or her conduct was lawful. 14
Again, while it is completely unlikely to ever pass within the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the issue
of qualified immunity as it applies to police officers and their actions is likely to be in the media spotlight for some time. Rest assured the Kentucky State Lodge, through its Governmental Affairs Committee is doing all that it can to fight this terrible piece of Legislation.
In conclusion, remember that qualified immunity is here to protect YOU! If you are sued in a civil
action in your individual capacity, the affirmative defense of qualified immunity is on the books to
protect you in order that you may continue to protect the rest of us.
The author wishes to thank Jennifer Carpenter for her assistance in the preparation of this article.
______________
13

KRS 344.450 (July 15, 1996) (Last accessed on 01/13/2021).

14

House Bill 93 (January 05, 2021) (Last accessed on 01/13/2021). (https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/recorddocuments/
bill/21RS/hb21/orig_bill.pdf)

Ashland Lodge 3
Ashland Lodge #3 was honored to host the only In Person Gathering of 2020 at the Fall Conference
in October. COVID created a situation like none of us had ever experienced but we weathered the
storm and had a great weekend in Ashland. Thanks to all who traveled east to participate with us.
COVID forced us to reluctantly cancel what would have been our 78 th Annual Policeman’s Ball, a
tradition dating back to 1942, but Hopefully we can return to some semblance of normal in 2021.
We adjusted our Annual Back to School and Christmas Shopping Events, by providing money to our
Ashland, Boyd County and Fairview Resource Centers and the Resource Center Staff Members did
the shopping and delivered the Gifts to the Students individually. Ashland Lodge #3 is looking forward to a COVID FREE 2021!!!!

2020 Fall Conference Committee, from left to right: Jay Church,
Carol Mason, Tony Floyd, Rick Riffe, Josh Steele, Wes Horne and
Tim Renfroe

Fall Conference 2021 will be hosted by Bowling Green Lodge 13.
October 22-24, 2021

Bluegrass Lodge 4
Our First Back to School Shop with a Cop was
a huge success!!! We helped dozens of children get school supplies, new clothes, and other essentials. Thanks to donations from Kentucky Supply & Demand, to Meijer, the Lexington Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association,
the Lexington Police Recruit Class and the Boy
Scouts of America for helping facilitate this
wonderful experience. Also special thanks to
HAIX North America and Crossroads Lexington
for donating backpacks and supplies.
See you all at our Christmas Shop with a Cop!

Bluegrass Lodge 4
More Back to School Shopping

Bluegrass Lodge 4
More Back to School Shopping

Bluegrass Lodge 4
More Back to School Shopping

Bluegrass Lodge 4
Every year the Lodge Auxiliary hosts a lunch with
Santa. Due to Covid, this year the event was converted to a drive-thru Candy Cane Lane. It was a
huge success.

Bluegrass Lodge 4
Executive Board Members were
sworn in to their new positions,. We
are proud of their hard work and
dedication our Executive Board displays to both our membership and
the community they serve.
Jeremy Russell from VicePresident to President,
Philip Johnson from 2nd Vice President to Vice President
Brad Hawkins from Sergeant at
Arms to 2nd Vice President
Thomasena Grider becomes Sergeant at Arms

Shop With A Cop was held at Meijer’s on December 12,
for over 250 children.

Bluegrass Lodge 4
More Christmas Shopping

Limestone Lodge 5

Limestone Lodge 5
Special Appreciation to Walmart for hosting 35
kids during our Christmas With Cops. Officers
participated from 4 jurisdictions covering 3
counties.

Owensboro Lodge 16
The Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 16
was honored to receive a flag from the
206th Engineer Battalion (Ky National
Guard) on this date. This flag flew over Al
Asad Airbase, Iraq on April 7th , 2020 and
was presented to FOP Lodge 16 in recognition of their support of Ky National
Guard troops. The Fraternal Order of Police aided local group Kentucky Remembers in sending care packages to troops
deployed to Iraq for nearly a year. Local
schools adopted soldiers to support during this time and the FOP assisted in
sending those care packages to 170
troops. Pictured is member Loren Yonts
with members of 206th Engineering Battalion.

We Remember Brother Robert Montgomery
Former Kentucky State FOP Vice President
Robert E. Montgomery, 89, of Owensboro, passed away Tuesday, Dec.
22, 2020, at Owensboro Health Regional Hospital. He was born in Browns
Valley to the late Floyd and Loretta Weaver Montgomery on July 22, 1931.
Robert was a Navy veteran and went on to join the Owensboro Police
Force in 1961. He worked his way up to sergeant of evidence collection
from 1981 through 1988 when he became lieutenant and then later retired
in 1989. Robert was an active member of Blessed Mother Catholic Church
and of the Fraternal Order of Police. He served as president of the local lodge and was also vice
president of the state lodge. His love for people also showed in his activity involving Shop with a
Cop.
Robert enjoyed spending time with his family. He hosted family reunions from the early 80s until
just a few short years ago. His hobbies included going to the lake and being in his boat. Robert
was also known for his cooking, barbecue, burgoo and his soups.
He was also preceded in death by his wife of 65 years, Dena Montgomery; and brother Thomas
Montgomery.
Robert is survived by his daughters, Susan Mohon (Cameron) and Leigh Ann Wiggins (Kevin);
grandchildren Matthew Mohon (Brooke), Austin Wiggins, Travis Wiggins and Nicholas Wiggins;
great-granddaughter Emaline and a great-grandson on the way; siblings Floyd Montgomery Jr.,
Mary Elizabeth “Betty” Durbin, James Montgomery, Mildred Bruggenschmidt, Eleanor Martin, Annie Martin and Rita Heine; and a host of nieces, nephews and cousins.

Florence Lodge 33
COVID-19 did not keep Florence
FOP 33 members from our annual
Cops and Kids festivities, though
they looked quite a bit different this
year. Lodge 33 members, with the
assistance of the Family Resource
Centers at each public elementary
school in Florence, identified families
in need of some additional Christmas
help and gathered shopping lists for
the families. Our members then
shopped in small groups, without the
kids present this year to keep everyone safe and healthy. The gifts were
wrapped with care before being delivered to the families homes with several mini police parades.
Along with the gifts provided by a very generous donation from Meijer in Florence, breakfast biscuits compliments of Chick-Fil-A Mall Road in Florence were also handed out. We would also like
to thank the NKY Keepsake Collectors Club for their generous donation in support of the event. We
extend our sincerest thanks to these organizations
for their continued support of the Florence Police
Department and the Fraternal Order of Police.

Winchester/Clark County Lodge 34
During the Christmas Season 15 lodge
brothers and sisters sponsored Drive-Thru
Shopping for 170 kids from Clark County..

Kenton County Police Lodge 44
The Kenton County Police FOP Lodge 44 had a productive 2020. Despite the challenges that the
COVID pandemic presented, it also presented opportunities to further serve the Kenton County
community when it needed us the most.
In April, in what some considered the height of the COVID shut down, the members of Lodge 44
could not sit idly by while healthcare workers were working long and stressful hours, local restaurants were operating with extreme restrictions, and so many community members were out of
work. Multiple local restaurants are traditionally among our strongest supporters, so we took the
chance to support them with the purchase of gift cards. These gift cards were then given away
through online raffles to our loyal dispatchers and community members who may have been
struggling. We further arranged the delivery of pizza, chicken and frozen custard for lunch and
dinner to roughly 100 dedicated health care workers of St. Elizabeth Medical Center in Edgewood.
Earlier in 2020, the decision was made to rename the annual FOP Lodge 44 scholarship in
memory of the late Sergeants Brett Benton and Kevin Spille. In doing this, a committee was
formed to make all scholarship decisions and selections, and naturally, the widows of these great
men were made key members. In July, Lodge 44 presented the first ever Benton Spille Memorial
Scholarship to Scott High School senior Makenna Eten.
In November, we orchestrated a partnership with the other Kenton County Lodges of the Fraternal
Order of Police for a food distribution event. This partnership, made possible through the USDA’s
Farmers to Families program, allowed us to distribute roughly 1450 boxes of meat, dairy and protein to Kenton County families. All of this was able to be done in a healthy and safe drive-thru format.
Finally, as Christmas approached, our Cops & Kids program had to be adjusted but was still a
successful event. In lieu of the traditional shopping event that included a meal, gift wrapping and a
movie, we made it a Cops & Kids “delivery edition.” After each family submitted an online wish list,
Lodge 44 members wrapped and delivered the gifts to their homes. Again partnering with a local
business, each family also received a Donatos gift card.
Like everyone these days, we look forward to a more “normal” 2021, but are prepared to give
back to the community under any conditions, on duty and off.

Scholarship
Award

Royal Springs Lodge 59
Kentucky Vice President Mike Sweeney introduced the fundraising opportunity of Burning Barrel to
the attendees at the Spring Board Meeting. Representatives from Pace-O-Matic set up a display in
the hotel and distributed information and answered questions.
Royal Springs Lodge has signed up to use Pace-O-Matic as a fundraiser and recommends that
other lodges throughout the state to do the same. Everyone will benefit, including the State Lodge.
Looking for addition revenue and a new source of entertainment? Look no further than Burning
Barrel skill games, powered by Pace-O-Matic. Our new skill game is legal, exciting and will keep
your members staying longer and spending more on food and drinks. Our games are the player’s
choice and a proven revenue generator. There are no costs to your location. No hidden fees and
software updates and tier-one service are complimentary.
To get your Burning Barrel skill game today, please contact Nathan Thompson, East Coast Entertainment, at (804) 283-0214 or Jim Layton at 404-444-2529.
You can also contact Tommy Cooper, President of Lodge 59, at (859) 361-1100.

Kenton County Police Lodge 44

Cops
& Kids

Meals for Health Care Workers at
St. Elizabeth Medical Center

Farmers to Families

River City Lodge 614
Kentucky Law Enforcement Golf
Tournament Lunch Held at Gibson
Bay Golf Course in Richmond held
on August 31..
Retired LMPD Mike Bogan and Nic
Jilek Commissioner of the Department of Criminal Justice Training.
(Past Lodge 614 President)

Illinois FOP traveled to Louisville and the Kentucky Fair
and Exposition Center to help feed LMPD Officers on
Special Detail for the Protest

Lodge Vice President Brandon
Lincoln

River City Lodge 614
Matt Keller, Financial Secretary presents 2020
Scholarships at the August General Meeting:
Todd Motley accepts the Vernon “Bud” Johnson
Memorial Award for his son William Joseph Motley, who will be attending the University of Kentucky (right)
Sarah Elizabeth Bogan, daughter of Mike Bogan
accepts the Deidre Mengedoht Memorial Award.
She will be attending the University of Louisville.
(lower left)

Stephen Hile accepts the Ray B. Franklin Memorial Award for his daughter Rachel Ernestine Hile,
who will be attending the University of Louisville
(lower right)
Not Present:
Valerie Sierra King, daughter of Erick Daniel King
received the Ralph Orms Memorial Award and will
be attending Western Kentucky University.
Erin Elizabeth McClinton, daughter of Patrick
McClinton received the Darrin K. Potter Memorial
Award and will be attending the University of
Alabama.

Also in photos are 2nd VP Mike Alvey, VP Brandon Lincoln, and Recording Secretary John Keeling

River City Lodge 614
Matt Keller, Financial Secretary presents additional Scholarships.
Jakob Mutchler, son of Dave Mutchler accepts
the Jason Schweitzer Memorial Award and will

Michael Armin White accepts the David C.
Strunk Memorial Awards for his son Ian
Bailey Hand White who will be attending
Eastern Kentucky University.

Kevin Greenwood accepts the Nick Rodman
Memorial Award for his son Ryan Bennett
Greenwood who will be attending Western
Kentucky University.

Isabella Gail Cohn, daughter of Micah
Cohn accepts the Peter A. Grignon
Memorial Award, will be attending
the University of Cincinnati.
Also in photos: Mike Alvey and Brandon Lincoln

Kentucky Fall Conference
Finally, A Kentucky Fall Conference
When the Kentucky Spring Board Meeting was postponed from March until May, no one realized
the Corona Virus would eventually cause the cancellation of the Spring Meeting entirely. Host
Ashland Lodge 3 showed their adaptability to the ever-changing Corona Virus safety precautions
needed to protect our FOP Brothers and Sisters. So the announcement that Lodge 3 would host
the Fall Conference on October 23-25 gave us hope, that we would finally have a state meeting
almost one year after the 2019 Fall Conference.
Many working officers have endured the daily challenges of the Virus and the efforts needed to
keep their families safe. Some have already experienced the illness and have anti-bodies. But for
those of us that are retired and were limiting our contacts for fear of the Virus, the decision to attend was more serious. Deciding that we are responsible for our own safety decisions, I traveled
east on I-64 for Ashland on Friday afternoon. The Delta Marriott had stressed the “Mask” rule and
most tried to comply with a few reminders from President Berl Perdue.
Sometimes the weekend resembled any other state meeting, with registration, hospitality and raffle
tickets. But for those of us trying to distance, we postponed hugs until a future meeting and limited
hospitality contacts. Attendance was reduced but the Credentials Committee reported 89 delegates and 3 alternates. Although the Associate Lodge did not attend the conference, the Kentucky
Auxiliary President Glenda Lehmann reported 13 members, including the initiation of 5 new members.

National President Pat Yoes

State Representative District 92 John Blanton

Kentucky Fall Conference
CONFERENCE NOTES:


National President Pat Yoes made a brief visit before heading to a meeting in Milwaukee. To
deal with challenges, there is a need for the FOP to have face to face discussions. The media
has sought over 26,000 quotes from the FOP regarding law enforcement issues, and the FOP
has also experienced a growth of 10,000 members. With the perception that there is systemic
racism in Law Enforcement, a balance in the politics is needed to have compromise. The FOP
will still stand strong!



Opening Ceremonies included: the singing of the National Anthem by Brian Clark a retired
sergeant from Ashland and a Welcome from the Chief of Ashland PD Todd Kelly. A former
FOP Lodge Officer, he stressed the importance of the job and the message to go home safe
every day.



State Representative Terri Branham Clark (D) District 100 said she would fight for us and that
we are “all in the boat together”. We can build a relationship together.



James Smallwood from Tennessee has been appointed to the Marketing Committee and announced he will be running for Treasurer at the 2021 National Conference in Indianapolis. Endorsements were given to the re-election of National President Pat Yoes, Vice President Joe
Gamaldi, Secretary Jimmy Holderfield, and Sgt at Arms Keith Turney. James Smallwood also

received the endorsement for the office of Treasurer. Current Treasurer Tom Penoza has announced that he will not seeking re-election.


President Berl Perdue stressed that the State FOP is proud of the officers who serve, that we
continue to protect those that hate us. He mentioned Legislative issues of upcoming importance including Qualified Immunity, and changes to the Bill of Rights.



State Representative District 92 John Blanton expressed his support for law enforcement. He
is a retired Trooper and member of Pikeville Lodge.



Sgt at Arms Christie reported on efforts to upgrade communications, and downloading the new
FOP app.



Lee Murray, Expansion Committee reported that they were trying to contact inactive lodges in
to assist in revitalization. Lee received the Martin Scott Member of the Year Award.



Chaplain Ryan Straw compared his chaplain duties to a “Swiss Army Knife” when he reported
to the members at the Fall Conference in 2020. There are a variety of duties in being chaplain, not just saying a prayer at the beginning and end of meetings. He reminded the members that :”It is okay not to always be okay”. We can help care for each other.

Kentucky Fall Conference

Meet Robert Peach:

Robert has been a member of the FOP since 1993 but this
weekend was his very first conference. He is now the Vice
President of the Bourbon Trail Lodge #90 in Lawrenceburg
Ky. Robert’s agency is US Custom and Border Protection
had been with the Federal government for 20 years. Previously he was a municipal officer starting in 1993 in Frankfort Ky. Robert is looking forward to attending every conference from now on.

Kentucky Fall Conference

Torch Run for Kentucky Special Olympics

Torch Run for Kentucky Special Olympics
The Louisville Polar Bear Plunge

LMPD
Dive Team

FOP 614 Officers and Kids
raised the most funds in the Law
Enforcement Category.
The kids in the photo raised
almost $2000 themselves.
LMPD Officers and Recruits
from around Jefferson County assisted at this year’s Plunge.

Spring Board Meeting
Kentucky State Spring Board Meeting was hosted by St. Matthews Lodge 31 and Metropolitan
Lodge 32. Held on March 19-21 at the Hilton Garden Inn in northeast Jefferson County over 140
attended including Associate and Auxiliary members, and 33 State Lodge Trustees.
Opening Ceremonies included welcomes from Lodge President’s
Mark Richardson and Ryan Straw, St. Matthew’s Chief Barry Wilkerson, and Jefferson County Sheriff John Aubrey. FOP National President Pat Yoes and Andrew Jackson Lodge 5 President James
Smallwood from Tennessee also spent the weekend in Louisville,
Kentucky and both received endorsements from the Kentucky members.
Pat Yoes, National FOP President who is a welcome visitor at KY
conferences, was honored to again be with us. Keeping busy with
our crazy world and Covid too, we are continuing to work and dealing with the difficulties of social distancing. We had 446 Covid
Deaths nationwide at the time, and we usually average about 130
annually. 8 Minutes and 43 seconds have changed the world. Although there is a growing distrust in Law Enforcement, 97% support
LE and think we should do more. Improvements are needed in the
Criminal Justice System based on facts and not perceptions. Washington politics have become more moderate, and President Biden
wants the FOP to be involved in meaningful discussion on the issues. He was optimistic about keeping Qualified Immunity untouched, and stated LE needs to build trust to get past these times.
The FOP wants to maintain a relationship and access to the Justice
Department and Homeland Security. Police Week and National Me- National FOP President Pat Yoes
morial Services were moved from May to October, since no permission will be given to use the Capitol. 491 names will be added to the Memorial Wall. 800,000 officers serve daily, so we either work to fix the problems or we are the problem.
James Smallwood thanked Kentucky for being a friend and endorsing his candidacy for National
Treasurer at the upcoming National Conference in August in Indianapolis. He reminded us to download the FOP app on our phones to keep up to date on news. A motion was passed to assist financially with the campaign.

St. Matthews Lodge
President Mark
Richardson

Spring Board Meeting
Metro Councilman for District
19 Anthony Piagentini was also
invited to address those in attendance. Council Member
Piagentini, a Marine Reservist,
and a veteran of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, said that like law enforcement officers, he too felt
the need to serve. LMPD has
been betrayed by leadership,
and the Metro Council has
failed in oversight. He also
addressed the creation of the
Left: Louisville Metro Councilman Piagentini
Right: KY VP Mike Sweeney

Chief Wilkerson commented on the positives of networking and not having to Zoom at the meeting. He appreciated the work of the FOP on SB 169 for officers with disabilities, along with a
push for Mental Health. He also stressed keeping life insurance up to date, and working on both
recruitment and retention, along with maintaining a working relationship with the FOP.
Chief Aubrey who was pleased to be invited to welcome the members, stressed his career with
LPD beginning in 1963, and his 7 terms as Sheriff since 1997. He is glad to be our partner and
reminded those attending to “Stay Safe and Stay Healthy”.

Glenda Lehmann, Kentucky Auxiliary President announced her intent to run for National Auxiliary
President in August. She stressed the needs of officers and support for their families whether injured or disabled in the line of duty.
Chaplain Ryan Straw stated that there would be 2 years of officers and families to honor at this
years Memorial, to be held on Tuesday, October 19.
Left: Sheriff Aubrey, and DanMahaffey, St. Matthews Lodge 31.
Below: State Executive Board Second VP Tim Davis and Chaplain Ryan Straw

Spring Board Meeting
Left: KY State President Berl Perdue and
Hopkinsville 12 State
Trustee Livy Leavell

Right: Metropolitan
32 Trustee Rachel
Lick

FOP Lobbyist Rusty Ashcraft, River City Lodge 614
President Ryan Nichols, KY
National Trustee Shawn Helbig, KY Chaplain & Governmental Affairs Chair Ryan
Straw, Nashville Andrew
Jackson Lodge 5 President
James Smallwood

Spring Board Meeting

Above: KY Associate Lodge President Denna Reckers with Associate Raffle
and Fundraising which sponsors Scholarships and Officer of the Year Awards
Right: KY VP Mike Sweeney and President Berl Perdue

More Spring Board Meeting News:
Associate President Denna Reckers announced a Scholarship for Austin Duncan, son of Robert
Duncan of Boone County Lodge 46.
Jerry Powell, CERS Representative was reelected for another term on the Kentucky Retirement
Board.
140 delegates were registered for the Spting Board Meeting and 33 Lodges were represented.

Left: Helping
in the Hospitality Room

Right: Dora
Sweeney

Spring Board Meeting
Left: Retired Maysville PD Chief Ron Rice,
Royal Springs Lodge 59 VP Rita Bierly, and
Maysville PD Major Mike Palmer

Above: River City Lodge 614 Auxiliary President
Jenny Woolridge is busy with Auxiliary raffle tickets.

Above: Madison County Lodge #47 brothers
Kyle organ, Daniel Deaton and Bo Gill selling
raffle tickets to support #Stidhamstrong benefit

